ATTACHMENT 5

SEARCHES OF PERSONS WEARING RELIGIOUS HEAD COVERS OR OTHER ARTICLES OF FAITH

The purpose of this order is to set forth Departmental policy and procedures for conducting searches of
persons wearing religious head coverings and/or other articles of faith.

I POLICY
It is the policy of the Oakland Police Department (OPD) to ensure that members of the OPD
abide by laws that require the Department to make reasonable accommodations for the
religious beliefs of those with whom its members interact in their official capacities. Thus,
members of the OPD shall treat persons wearing religioys head coverings or other articles of
faith in a manner that is professional, respectful, and edlirteous. In general, persons wearing
religious head coverings or other articles of faith sh ‘permitted to continue wearing
them except when removal or conﬁscatson is reg equired for reasons of safety or
security. '

i DEFINITIONS
. For the purpose of this order, the follg

1. Religious Head Covering — — Arti

include, but are not limited to:

terms shall have the Aeanmgs designated:
gyorn on the head for re% %s purposes. They

"‘Z’"‘"}

[ig worn by orthodbxﬂewsh men;
istians, African Jews, and Muslims in

¢. Hijab —Head scarf %éovermgﬁ
d. Ta«'::,;; Rellglous he gicoverm

% i
Misli @men and
S . ,"-,fﬁ o B
ik n’é‘.%, d.covering Wo
£ N 5

] ?'W

yzsome’ Muslim men and by men and

tances (e.g., articulable safety concerns or to retrleve
ot remove a religious head covering when conductlng a

)ecomes Qecessary for officers to remove a person’s religious head covering,

an ‘é?%i% ‘%bjects or appears reluctant or upset, officers shall inquire whether
the pefs fuires special accommodations for religious reasons (e.g., the officer

Y 5}.;41

should ask:*“Does your religion require you to wear this head covering?”).
5. If a person requests accommodation for religious reasons, the officer removing a

head covering shall:

a. If possible, be of the same sex as the person wearing the religious head.
covering; and

b. Conduct the removal in an area that is as private as is practical under the
circumstances, taking all steps reasonably necessary to assure that persons of
‘the opposite sex are not present during removal.



6. Once the search is complete, officers will allow the person to replace the head
covering at the earliest practical opportunity in an area that is as private as is
practical under the circumstances.




