




St Andrew’s Plaza Outdoor Art Gallery 

1. Description of Proposed Design 

The City of Oakland will be embarking on an 18 month process whereby it will be redesigning the area known as St. 
Andrew’s Plaza located at San Pablo Avenue and 32nd Street in West Oakland. Currently, large numbers of people 
congregate daily at this gateway to West Oakland participating in nuisance behavior, attracting drug dealing, and blight. 
The impact on the surrounding neighbors is extreme and over the past ten years, several smaller efforts have not netted 
sustainable solutions. Therefore the City secured a $455,000 grant from the State’s Housing Related Parks Program to 
completely deconstruct and renovate the space through a community driven visioning process.  

In order to break the cycle of negative activity at the plaza and provide some immediate relief to the surrounding 
community, the City intends to first close and demolish the existing plaza, leaving it empty while the community 
participates in a year-long process to determine the best new design and use. Instead of leaving a fenced-off space with 
no aesthetic value while the planning process unfolds, the City will partner with Attitudinal Healing Connection (AHC) to 
create an outdoor art gallery around the perimeter fence. Art pieces will be placed along San Pablo Avenue, and 32nd 
and Filbert Streets in a manner that covers large portions of the fence line while still leaving openings to provide 
construction access as well as the ability for people to observe the interior of the plaza for security purposes.  

The outdoor gallery will consist of artwork that was created by community members in the very same vicinity during the 
2015 Friday Night in the Park Program, a city-sponsored weekly event where community members gathered every 
Friday night and a series of four murals were created by the participants about their neighborhood and the people in it. 
Additionally there will be a piece entitled “Tree of Life” which was also created by area youth participating in an AHC 
program in 2013. “Tree of Life” adorned the side of the West Oakland Teen Center while it was under construction one 
block away from St. Andrew’s Plaza. Both the “Tree of Life” and “Friday Nights in the Park” Murals were created in the 
local community and embrace positive messages of hope and love overcoming violence and despair and will reflect on 
the goal of the St. Andrew’s Plaza Redesign in a way that shows respect for the community.  

When the design phase concludes and the construction phase begins, the outdoor gallery will be taken down to protect 
the artwork and allow the construction team to complete its work by the grant deadline of June, 2017. 

2. Artist’s Resume/Experience 

Erica Wheeler-Dubin 
861 20th Street, Oakland, CA 94607 
(415) 812-9436 
ewdubi@gmail.com 
 
Education 
Fall 2011 Academy of Art University, San Francisco 
  Fine Arts 
2007-2011 University of California, Santa Cruz 
  Bachelor of Arts, Psychology Major 
  Dean’s Honors 3.86 GPA 
  Magna Cum Laude 
 
Employment History 
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January 2014-  ArtEsteem Manager 
Present   Attitudinal Healing Connection, Inc. 
   Oakland, CA 
 
August 2015  Muralist 
   Marcus Foster School Site 
   Oakland, CA 
 
July 2015  Muralist 
   Friday Night Live Mural Project 
   Oakland, CA 
 
August 2013-  English Tutor 
December 2013  Wall Street Institute          
  Alessandria, Italy 
 
November 2012- Workforce and Economic Development Assistant  
March 2013  College and Career Readiness Office  

Oakland Unified School District 
 
Volunteerism 
December 2011- Public Relations, Media Contact 
January 2012  Attitudinal Healing Connection, Non-profit organization 
 Oakland, CA 
 
June-July 2012  World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms 
   Strasburg, France 
   Visalibon, Spain  
     
Leadership Skills 
-Clear and direct communication  -Ability to perform under pressure  
-Good listening/observation skills  -Good time management 
-Hard working    -Detail oriented 
-Positivity     -Fast learner 
-Artistic, creative      
 
Special Achievements and Awards 
January 2015  Art Exhibit 
   Kingston 11 Restaurant Art Show  
   Oakland, CA 
 
Summer 2014 Bay Area Breeze Professional Women’s Soccer Team 
 W League 
 
Spring 2011 Sustainable Global Stewardship Award, Earth Education International, Costa Rica 
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2008-2011 The National Society of Collegiate Scholars, UC Santa Cruz, Member 
 
References 
Contact Info Available Upon Request: 
 
Jennielyn Dino Rossi, Consultant 
Oakland Unified School District  
 
Tom Patterson, MFT/Host      
Catering      
 
Ethel Konopka 
Adjunct Professor, SF State University 
 
 

 

3. Description of Proposed Materials – 4X8’ plywood; Nova color acrylic mural paints; adhesive, polyurethane 
sealer, graffiti coating, brushes of varying sizes 

 

The Tree of Life Mural was painted onto (7)4X8 foot plywood and originally designed to be weatherproof as it already 
was displayed on the outside wall of the West Oakland Youth Center. There will be some minor touch ups and recoating 
for additional protection. The Murals that were created as part of the Friday Night in the Park Program were originally 
painted on heavy butcher paper but will be touched up for aesthetic purposes with acrylic paint, weatherized with a 
protective coating and mounted onto plywood to be affixed to the fence that will be installed at the plaza.  

 

 

 

4. Photos of Existing Site 
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5. Visual Representation of the proposed work 
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(This final piece was in honor of Akil Truso, a beloved community outreach worker who passed away) 
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Note:  There is not good documentation currently available of the Tree of Life Mural.  
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Mockup depicting the proposed work as it will be sited.

 

6. Timeline 

December, 2015:  Community partners are informed of planned installation in tandem with construction process 
via outreach by City Staff 

January 1-15:  Door to Door Outreach about Plaza Closure and Art Installation 

   Outreach in the plaza by Social Service Staff 

January 16th:   Community Meeting about Plaza Closure and Art Installation. 

January 21st and 28th:  Meet with Beat 6 and Beat 7 Neighborhood Crime Prevention Councils 

February 1st:  Press Event displaying Art and beginning of Demolition 

February 1-10:  Demolition of Plaza and Installation of Art Gallery 

 
7. Written permission for use of proposed site 
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A letter from the City Administrator allowing this project to be installed at this location is forthcoming. 

8. Demonstration of community notification / outreach and support 

 

On the next page is a copy of the flyer created for distribution to the entire community regarding the closure of the 
plaza and the design process (including the installation of public art). Photos of the art will be shared at the January 
meeting. Note that the flyer is two pages with the second page dedicated to providing referrals to plaza users to social 
service programs in the area. The flyer will be distributed door-to-door in mid-January and enlarged and turned into a 
sign that will be placed in local businesses and on sign posts at the plaza. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  
PARK CLOSURE 
 

ST. ANDREW’S PLAZA     
CLOSING FEBRUARY 2016     
The City of Oakland was awarded a State of California Housing Related Parks Grant to renovate St. Andrews Plaza. St. 
Andrew’s Plaza will be closed to public use for the City’s planned demolition and re-construction. The City will convene a 
community planning and design process beginning in February to solicit community input on the re-design and 
renovation of the Plaza.  Given the planning, design and construction schedule anticipated below, the Plaza is expected to 
re-open Summer 2017.  

Project Schedule 
Jan 2016 Community Engagement 
Feb 2016 Construction Phase I – Demo & Installation of Public Art  
Feb – May 2016 Community Feedback, Planning and Design Charrettes  
Jun – Sept 2016 Finalize Plans & Select Contractor 
Oct 2016 – May 2017 Construction Phase II – Implement Design Plan 
June – July 2017 Complete Construction and Plaza Re-Opens 

 
Join us at the Community Kick-Off Meeting hosted by Council President Lynette Gibson McElhaney who will introduce key 
City staff and the City’s design team. Come learn about future design charrette meeting dates, and how you can 
participate and give the City your input.  
 

Community Kick-Off Meeting 
Wednesday, January 27, 2016 

6:00pm – 8:00pm 
West Oakland Youth Center 

3233 Market Street 
 

For more information, contact:  
Joe DeVries City Administrator’s Office 510-238-3083 
Woojae Kim Project Manager, Public Works Department 510-238-3389 
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Brigitte Cook Community Liaison, District 3 Council President Lynette McElhaney 510-238-7245 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Dropping off of materials, including food and clothing, is considered illegal 
dumping and is prohibited!! Report illegal dumping to Public Works at 510-615-5566 
or pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com 

 

Park users are encouraged to visit one of the following organizations for hot meals, clothing, or housing referrals, located 
within one-mile of St. Andrew’s Plaza and throughout the City Of Oakland. 

Shelter Services 
 
St. Vincent de Paul—Winter Shelter 
Nov. to April 2016 
675 23rd St. (510) 285-7757 
 
East Oakland Community Project—EOCP 
Adults/Families/Veterans/Reentry/LGBTQ 
7515 International Blvd.  (510) 532-3211 
 
St. Mary’s Center  
25 bed temporary winter shelter Nov – April 2016 
And Drop-In services for Seniors 55 and older 
Seniors 55 and older 
925 Brockhurst Ave.  
(510) 923-9600 
 
Covenant House 
Youth Ages 18-24 
200 Harrison Ave.  (510) 601- 6405 
 
City Team Ministries  
722 Washington St. (510) 452-3758 
 
Salvation Army Family Shelter 
2794 Garden St. (@ E. 27th St.)  
(510) 437-9437 
 
Food and Nutrition Services 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room 
675 23rd St. 
(510) 451-7676 
 
Project Open Hand 
1921 San Pablo Ave 
(510) 622-0221 
 
Transitional and Rapid Re-Housing 
 
EOCP 
Adults/Families/Veterans/Reentry/Youth/LGBTQ 
5725 International  
(510) 532-3211 
 
Henry Robinson - BACS 
Interim Housing Adults 
559-16th Street   
(510) 238-5091 
 

Drop-In & Outreach  
 
Operation Dignity – Mobile Outreach 
Adults, Families, Veterans 
1504 Franklin Street, # 102  
(510) 882-7941 
 
Bay Area Community Services-BACS 
Mobile Outreach  
Teens, Adults, Older Adults 
(510) 613-0330 
 
St. Vincent De Paul Community Center 
Adult males - Champion Guidance Center 
Females and Families—Visitation Center 
2272 San Pablo Ave.   
(510) 638-7600  
 
DreamCatcher Youth Service Center 
422 Jefferson Ave. 
510-839-1559 
 
Casa Segura Drop In Services 
5323 Foothill Blvd.  
(510) 434-0307 
 
Healthy  Communities – Wellness and Family Resources 
2580 San Pablo Ave. 
Wellness Center (510) 444 – 9155  
Family Resource Center (510) 444 -9655 
 
Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency  (BOSS)  
Drop In Services 
1600 San Pablo Ave 
(510)419-0669 
 
Center for Elder’s Independence  
Medical and social services for seniors 55 and older 
1955 San Pablo Ave 
(510)433-1150 
 
East Bay Community Recovery Project 
Mental health, substance use, health, housing, employment 
2545 San Pablo Ave. 
(510)446-7150 
 
General Assistance  
 
North County Multi-Service Center 
2000 San Pablo Ave. 
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10. Itemized budget 
Executive Director   $425 
Project Manager/Lead Artist  $1075 
Artists (2)    $3000 
Administrative Overhead (10%)  $499 
Total     $4999  

 
11. Maintenance plan 

AHC will work in partnership with the city of Oakland to ensure the maintenance of the mural to address any graffiti 
or damage  

 
 

 

First Place for Youth 
Foster & Probation Youth  
(510) 272– 0979 ext. 241 
 
Abode Services  
Adults/Families/Reentry/Seniors 
(510) 657-7409 ext. 808 
 
Domestic Violence Hotline 
1(866) 292-9688  
 

(510) 891-0700 
 
Eastmont Self-Sufficiency Center 
6955 Foothill Blvd, Ste 100 
(510) 383-5300  
 
Social Service and Shelter Hotline 
Call 2-1-1 
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