
1. Description of proposed design 
 
The Alice Street Mural Project is original in that it weaves together an in-depth documentary 
process with the development of a large-scale mural to transform a blighted parking lot into a 
colorful testament to the diverse intersection of cultures that flourish at its location. Numerous 
“culture keepers,” artists and historians from the historic Hotel Oakland and Malonga 
Casquelord Center will be interviewed on the history of the neighborhood and the communities 
that thrive there. Translators will be used to conduct interviews with native Chinese speakers. 
The final film will include Mandarin and English subtitles, so that both the Chinese and English-
speaking communities can watch it at the same time. The interviews and research conducted 
with inform the design of an approximately 10,000 sq. ft. mural wrapping onto three buildings 
that face Malonga and Hotel Oakland. Upon completion of the mural, CRP will hold a mural 
dedication ceremony and neighborhood block party featuring live music and dance. 
 
Alice Street makes a monument to the existing communities and deep history of the area that it 
is created in. It documents the neighborhood through its stories, its leaders and its residents. 
And while even the most elaborate mural can only capture so much of the people, the 
documentary and accompanying website allows the stories to grow beyond what is painted, and 
facilitates visitors’ connection to the programs and people in the area. 
 
We expect that this project will profoundly impact the site where it is created. We hope to 
facilitate increased healthy dialogue between the Chinese and African / Afro-American 
communities. The project will resonate far beyond the neighborhood, as the mural monument 
will be highly visible to anyone passing through the downtown area. In addition, we plan to show 
the documentary at local film festivals and spread the word about this unique area far beyond 
Oakland through social media. The website will serve as a free online DVD, complete with links 
to all of the programs involved, additional footage, extended interviews, and related projects like 
the Oakland Chinatown Oral History Project. The website provides the capacity to return in the 
future and record follow-up interviews with the participants, making the project live on long after 
the initial mural and film are complete.  

 
 
 



 
 
2. Artist Resume / List of Relevant Past Experience 

 

 

Desi Mundo - Co-Lead Artist / Project Manager / CRP Executive 
Director 
Desi Mundo (Sam Mulberry) is the founder of the Community Rejuvenation Project. Over 
the past three years, under his direction, CRP has produced more than 100 murals, 
primarily in the Bay Area as well as Chicago, Albuquerque, and Bologna, Italy. As an 
artist, he collaborated with influential aerosol artists such as ZORE, P.H.A.S.E.2, 
VULCAN, RAVEN and MIKE 360. Desi also has a long history as an educator and youth 
worker in K-12 schools, such as Oakland Unity High School, ARISE, Calvin Simmons, 
and OASIS in Oakland for the past 13 years. He has been recognized with a “Best of the 
Bay” Award by the East Bay Express for his monthly youth art series, the “Weekend 
Wake-Up.” Desi has a long history of community organizing and public art advocacy. He 
received the “Rising Leaders Fellowship from the Youth Leadership Institute in 2005. He 
has worked with numerous non-profit and community organizations, such as Urban Tilth, 
Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth, and United Roots forming lasting partnerships 
and powerful alliances. Desi has organized and painted murals that can be found all 
over the Bay Area, as well as in Chicago, Santa Fe, Montana and South Dakota. He is 
the founder of the Community Rejuvenation Project. He facilitates an after-school mural 
taller called the Arrow-Soul Council. Desi is also a prolific community organizer and 
founder of the Weekend Wake-Up, free all-ages, community events, which won “Best 
All-Ages Event ” in the East Bay Express in 2006. 
 

 



PANCHO PESKADOR - Co-Lead Artist 
Peskador is a self-taught artist born and raised in Chile under the oppressive regime of 
Augusto Pinochet.  He attended the School of the Arts in Valparaiso as well as the Vina 
del Mar. He joined the TAV, Taller de Artists Visuales in Valparaiso and began his artistic 
career as a printmaker with them. In 2012, Pancho was commissioned by the 67 Suenos 
organization to paint a three-story mural in downtown San Francisco with a group of 
undocumented youth. The success of that project led his receiving of the prestigious 
Creative Work Fund grant to create more murals with the group. Pancho has also 
created artwork for West Contra Costa Childrens Services and Youth Spirit Artworks  
Pancho’s canvas work and photography has been nationally and internationally and he 
has painted murals in Chile, Germany, and throughout the United States.. He currently 
lives in Oakland, CA where he creates, as he calls it, “visual guerrillas” expressed in 
mediums such as paintings, drawings, prints, collages, murals and mixed media. He is a 
resident after-school art teacher at Melrose Leadership Academy. 
 

 

Spencer Wilkinson - Director / Producer / Videographer / Editor 
Spencer Wilkinson is an Oakland-based cinematographer and video editor.  Spencer 
attended the University of California, Santa Cruz and studied Cultural Anthropology with 
an emphasis of visual media. He completed a year of study at the University of Ghana, 
Legon with fieldwork in northern Ghana documenting traditional music and dance. 
Spencer has directed award-winning documentary films, such as Ritmos dos Meninos 
(Brazil) and Pass Me the Map (Mexico and Central America). 
 
For 12 years, he has taught media arts to young people and adults in communities 
throughout the Bay Area, including Oakland, San Francisco, Santa Cruz, Gilroy and 
Watsonville. From 2009-2012, Spencer served as a Media Education and Operations 
Manager for a Santa Clara county non-profit television station, Community Media 
Access Partnership. In 2012, Spencer established a freelance video arts business, 
Endangered Ideas, where he currently shoots and edits music videos, commercials and 
short films in the Bay Area. He has worked with clients such as Sony Music and Motema 
Music along with non-profit organizations such as United Roots, Pacha’s Pajamas, 
Alliance for Climate Education and People’s Community Market. A portfolio of his work 
can be found at http://vimeo.com/endangeredideas. 

 
3. ______ Materials and processes to be used 



 
The wall will be primed with gesso sprayed through an industrial strength sprayer. The 
rest of the mural will be done with acrylic, spray paint, and a few mirrors and tiles 
adhered to the wall. Upon completion, the entire mural will be covered with 2 coats of 
clearcoat.  

 
4. ______ Photos of site 
 
 
 
5. ______ Color rendering of mural design and/or 3-dimensional model(s) 
 
6. ______ Mock-up of artwork at site (can be combined with site photos and color rendering) 
 

On the left, Jose Lorenzo, who brought Brazilian Samba to the Bay Area and organized 
Carnival stands with his protege, the legendary Carlos Aceituno, both in their carnival 
outfits. Inside the arches, filpino dance organization, Likha performs a beautiful fan 
dance. In the left eye, we reproduce a historic photo of Chinese community members 
becoming the first to register to vote in the Oakland courthouse, just a few blocks away 
in 1926. To the right is a pantheon of legendary drummers that built the foundation for 
African drumming in America. CK Ledzekbo, one three African recruited by Katherine 
Dunham to bring the African culture to America stands between Mosheh Milon and 
Tacuma King, teacher and student respectively. Above him, Papa Zak Diouf of Diamano 
Coura dances in his traditional regalia. In the center arch, the godmother of Oakland’s 
dance community Miss Ruth Beckford dances in her classic photo. Below her to the left 
is a senior dancing traditional Chinese dance at Hotel Oakland. On her right, Monice 
Hastings-Smith who performed with Carlos Aceituno and now leads the drumming for 
Samba Funk. To the right, there is a Chinese ribbon dancer, Bruce Lee and a tai-chi 
master, bring forth the cultural practices. In the right arch, dancers from Dimensions 
Dance Theater are collaged to represent one of the original anchor tenants of the Alice 
Arts Center, that still reside in the building today. Above, in the right eye, are the children 
of Starlite Children’s Center, located on the corner of 14th and Alice. They are African-
American and Chinese, representing the connection of future generations. To the left is 
Mama Naomi Diouf, legendary African dancer of Diamano Coura and wife to Papa Zak. 
Below her is Halifu Osumare, co-founder of Everybody’s Creative Art Center (prior to 
being renamed City Centre Dance Theater. Finally, we have an Ohlone youth 
representing the original first nations of Oakland.  
 

7. Timeline 
 

PHASE I 
○ November 1 - April 1, 2014 - Interviews 
○ April 1 - April 15 - Initial Mural Design Process with CRP Artists 



○ May 6+7  – Present Initial Community Mural Design and Video Draft from 
Interviews for community feedback 

○ June 7 – Present Final Mural Design to the Community 
○ July 2014 – First Stage of Mural Execution - 266 14th St. (One Month) 

 
PHASE II 

○ April - June - Second Stage of Mural Production - 1443 Alice Street  
○ June 6 – Mural Dedication Event featuring Artists from Malonga and Hotel 

Oakland 
○ November 2014 – Rough Cut of the Final Video, Begin website design, enter 

final production stages of the documentary 
○ 2016 - Video Release Screening, Website Launch with extended interviews, 

photos and documentation 
 
8. ______ Written permission from property owner 
 

See attached. 
 
9. ______ Artist Waiver (if required). See attached 
 

Not required. 
 
 



 
 
10. ______ Demonstrated Community Support / Notification 
 

CRP has interviewed over 50 community leaders and resident artists at the Malonga 
Casquelourd Center and Hotel Oakland. On May 6, CRP presented the design to the 
community at the Malonga Casquelourd Center. Approximately 25 people attended. The 
reaction was positive and reflected that we included the appropriate people in the 
design. On May 7, a second community meeting was held with residents from the Hotel 
Oakland. Over 75 seniors attended. The response was much more mixed. The seniors 
wanted to see more celebration of their successes and less art around the displacement 
of their community. CRP adjusted the mural design, maintaining the same 
representation from the Malonga center’s community but integrating the critiques from 
Hotel Oakland. A second meeting at Hotel Oakland was held on June 5. Once again, 
over 75 seniors attended. This time, the mural was met with applause and satisfaction. 
Minor adjustments, based on the senior’s input, have been made to increase the 
authenticity of some of the images since that point but overall the community is aware of 
the project and excited for it to be painted.  
 
In addition, community members depicted on the wall have supported the mural in 
numerous ways. Gerri Lange arranged for a video interview with Johnnie Burrell at the 
site. Jahi of Public Enemy 2.0 filmed his music video, “What They Need,” in front of the 
mural, with CRP artists in the background. Jose Lorenzo, now living in Brazil, began 
sharing a photo of the image of him and Carlos Aceituno, after he saw it online. He has 
contacted CRP and expressed gratitude. Tony Cerda’s grandchildren visited the mural, 
were interviewed, and further connected the dots by expanding on the history of their 
grandfather. All of the major newspapers ran stories celebrating the mural.  
 

CRP is currently organizing its Phase II mural dedication on June 6. Carla Service of Dance-a-
Vision, who is depicted on the first wall, is coordinating the performances by local organizations 
from the Malonga and Hotel Oakland including Oaktown Jazz Workshop honoring Khalil 
Shaheed, Fogo na Roupa and Samba Funk honoring Carlos Aceituno, Diamano Coura, Mosheh 
Milon and Tacuma King, as well as senior groups from Hotel Oakland. All speaking will be 
translated into Cantonese. All PAAC members are invited to attend.  



 
 

ALICE ST MURAL / DOC BUDGET 
Supplies 
Lift Rental         $   3,000 
 
Materials 
Spray Paint         $   5,000 
Buff                    $   2,000 
Miscellaneous     $      500 
Fees 
Parking              $   1,000 
 
Events 
Community Meetings                             $   1,000 
Block Party        $   5,000 
Video Screening                                      $      500 
Translation    $   1,000 
 
Documentary 
Film (All Stages of Production)              $ 30,000 
Research     $   5,000 
Translation         $   2,000 
 
Website 
Design     $   1,500 
 
Administration 
Project Manager    $   4,000 
Marketing    $   2,000 
Development     $   2,000 
 
Stipends 
Mural Design     $   4,000 
Two Lead Artists     $ 10,000 
Per Diem                                                       $   2,500 
Guest Artists          $   5,000 
Youth Artists           $   5,000 
  
Total Budget      $ 92,000 
 
INCOME 

CFP Grant    $16,000 
CFP IA Grant    $  5,000 
Indiegogo    $  8,000 
EBFA (1:1 Match by Indiv. Donors)  $  8,000 
Zellerbach                                                              $  4,000   
Akonad Foundationi    $  4,000 
     $45,000 

 
Pending 

California Arts Council    $45,000 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 
12. ______ Maintenance Plan 
 

The building is slated for demolition in 3 years. CRP will be given preference to restore 
the mural upon the construction of a new building.  










































































