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Overview of the Limited Public Financing Act

The Oakland City Council adopted the Limited Public Financing (AdPFA”) in December
1999. The program, amended in 2010, now consists of the following provisions:

The City reimburses district City Council candidates forasertampaign expenditures
they have incurred and paid. The maximum amount a candidate carernscgd percent
of Oakland's voluntary expenditure ceiling for the office being souglthough the
actual amount of available funds ultimately depends on the amounttyh€dtincil has
appropriated to the Election Campaign Fund.)

Candidates must make an irrevocable decision whether to particin the public
financing program within fourteen days after their names have dezéfied to appear on

the ballot. Candidates must raise in Oakland campaign contributiodsinaeur in
campaign expenditures, an amount equal to at least 5 percent of the voluntary expenditure
ceiling for the office being sought. Eligible candidates must algree to abide by
OCRA's voluntary expenditure ceilings, and not lend or contribute perfsm to their
respective campaigns in an amount exceeding ten (10) perceriteofoluntary
expenditure ceiling.

The expenditures for which candidates may seek reimbursementrated [to: 1)

candidate filing and ballot fees, 2) printed campaign literatacepmoduction costs, 3)
postage, 4) print advertisements, 5) radio and cable television eniaid production
costs, and 6) website design and production costs. Candidates aredréquarovide
copies of their invoices, the check(s) used to make payment, and amg chpany
communications for which reimbursement is sought.

Candidates must return to the Election Campaign Fund a portion ofugslyssfunds
remaining after the election. The amount owed is based on the fagedhat total
campaign contributions represent of total campaign expenditures.
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L PFA Implementation for the November 2012 Election

The combined total amount in the Election Campaign Fund for fieeaby2011-12 and 2012-13
was $129,449.68 available for the November 2012 election. As indicated irP&, lthe
Commission received 7.5%, or $9,708.73 to cover the costs of administeripgotsons of
the Act. The remaining balance of $119,740.95 was available for digiriiotthe fourteen (14)
candidates who opted into the program. Each candidate was permitggadytéoa the maximum
public financing of $8,552.92, which is the even dispersal of the balancegathe fourteen
candidates.

Fourteen candidates opted into the program. Six candidates appliaddowere found eligible

to receive, public financing in the November 2012 election. The total faladsied for
reimbursement during the November 2012 election was $59,460.32. One candidate’s
expenditures did not qualify and did not return with a second submission. And another candidate
is in the process of being paid. To date, the total funds the Gmmmihas distributed to
eligible candidates was $43,06460.

Candidate Total Public Funds Approved AvZnelra(\:beret t%f tl\rf:)c(:gr?(;‘i?j;e

Noel Gallo, D5 $8,552.92 100%

Dan Kalb, D1 $8,552.92 100%

Amy Lemley, D1 $8,552.92 100%

Derrick Muhammad, D3 $8,142.80 95%
Richard Raya, D1 $8,552.92 100%

Sheryl Walton, D7 $8,552.92 100%

Total Funds $50,907.40 Average: 99%

Costs of Administering the Program

Commission staff spent approximately 520 hours administering tbgrgm from July to
November 2012. This includes roughly 320 hours of part-time program anihestat
$27.39/hour, and roughly 200 hours of the executive director’s time, for adotdd salary cost
of $18,564.80 (not including benefits). Tasks performed by staff in aderingtthe program
include activities such as the following:
= Prepare program materials, update manuals and forms, create accoankimgytforms,
develop Powerpoint presentation and handouts
= Advertise and conduct outreach to candidates
= Conduct LPF trainings for candidates
= Meet with Accounting Department to establish process, submit authorization-dpprova
forms
= Monitor Election Campaign Fund budget, request transfer of funds
= Communicate with candidates and answer questions via email, phone and in person

! This amount includes an inadvertent overpaymef86D to one candidate due to a typo on a form #tdairby PEC staff to the Accounting
Department; the overpayment is in the process iofgoesolved.



= Review and process all forms, requests for reimbursement, copies of cheekslitxes
and supporting materials

= Track and confirm candidate compliance with eligibility requirements

= Communicate with candidates when more information is needed to show requirements
are met

=  Work with Accounting Department to ensure all forms are complete

= Maintain electronic and hard-copy files (Scan, copy, insert data ordspes)

»= Process payments to campaign committee and monitor deposit into campaign account

Program Evaluation

Commission staff developed and mailed an LPFA evaluation to dlicti€ity Council
candidates following the November 2012 election, but staff receivediwalyesponses. Staff
intends to reach out to candidates for anecdotal feedback and suggesgterating a more
complete evaluation piece into a potential intern project in ordeprovide an effective
evaluation of the program and how it can be improved overall.

A comparison of the last two City election cycles shows thatltPFA participation rate has
remained about the same for both elections. While the participatestayed about the same,
the actual number of participating LPFA candidates (and numbearafidates running for
district City Council seats overall) increased for the 2012 election.

Total City Potentially - LPF
Y ear Council D1-7 Eligible LPF ngn%?ggtlgt Participation
Candidates Candidates Per centage
2010 12 11 3 25%
2012 20 14 6 30%




