Page 1 of 1

Copy Services
From:

Victoria Wong [vwoakland@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, December 05, 2011 2:12 PM

To:

Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: Against Astro Park Dog Park

Dear Councilmembers Kaplan and Nadel and Ms. Clevenger:
I write to strongly oppose the placement of a dog park at Astro Park/Eastshore Park. This area is
highly visible and heavily used and enjoyed by many neighborhood residents, including me and
my family, who live within half a mile of the park. A dog park at this location would eliminate
the open space that serves as a transition between SplashPad Park and the Lake, significantly
harming the aesthetics of the park. I do not want a chain-link-fenced dirt area in that highly
visible location. If the appearance of other dog parks, such as the one by FROG park, is any
indication, this would be an unsightly and unwelcome area.
In addition, the neighbors of the park, like myself, should not be expected to rely on volunteers'
promises to maintain the dog park. If it becomes dirty and smelly, the community will have no
recourse for correcting the problem. Furthermore, I believe this dog park, if it is to be located
anywhere, should, like most dog parks, be placed in an underutilized area, as the Linda Park dog
park and the dog park near FROG Park are placed (on a steep hillside and under a freeway,
respectively), rather than in a highly used, attractive and visible area.
Furthermore, deposite ODOG's promises that its volunteers will maintain the park, there is no
guarantee it will happen, and the City will not have the resources to maintain the park. As it is,
Oakland does not have the resources to maintain existing parks, even with volunteer assistance.
For example, the Oakland Rose Garden's condition has deteriorated severely since gardening
staff was reduced, despite regular volunteer efforts. I do not want to see a new dog park, in a
highly visible and highly trafficked area, deteriorate into a blight on the neighborhood. In fact, I
am opposed to even the capital expenditures proposed for the park, given Oakland's dire budget
situation. That money would be far better spent maintaining existing parks than creating another
park for which the City cannot afford maintenance.
Arguments that this location has been in the works for a long time and that the City should not
spend additional money on planning a new park are not persuasive. As evidenced by the strong
community opposition to the park, many, many local residents had no idea about the plans, and
there are many valid objections to it, including children's safety, aesthetics, and the elimination
of a significant open space, where Oakland has a shortage of open park space already. The fact
that this not a suitable location for a dog park remains true regardless of how much it would cost
to plan an alternative location.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Victoria Wong
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Copy Services
From:

Victoria A. Barbero [vabarbero@comcast.net]

Sent:

Thursday, December 08, 2011 11:18 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Against Dog Park

Ms. Clevenger:
Please note my husband, Reinaldo Barbero, and I are strongly opposed to the dog park. The children
(who often have no yards to play in) enjoy this space and should be allowed to continue to do so.
Sincerely,
Victoria Barbero
Victoria A. Barbero
Barbero Communications, LLC.
vabarbero@comcast.net
510-387-3071
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Copy Services
From:

Esteban Sardera [esardera@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, December 02, 2011 11:49 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Against Lake Merritt Dog Park
Hello Ann,
I'm writing to voice my opposition to the proposed dog run at Lake Merritt (Astro Park).
I'm a dog lover and hope to have my own dog when I move to my new home at 448 Sunnyslope from the
Adams Point area of Lake Merritt, but I don't think it's a good use of space in that area, given the people that
use it for recreation and I am concerned about aggressive dogs congregating in the area (Pit Bulls).
Thanks for listening and your time and happy holidays.
Esteban
302 Euclid Ave #204
Oakland, CA 94610

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Remi Cohen [remicohen@hotmail.com]
Saturday, April 07, 2012 2:31 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Against the Astro Park dog park

Dear Ann,
We are writing against the Astro Park dog park. Today we watched acrobats perform and
several sports being practiced on the lawn, which there wouldn't be room for with the dog
park. Not to mention that a chain link fence and removal of grass would de-beautify an
area that has recently seen major improvements and increasing community use. We are in
support of the creation of a dog park but not in he middle of a park that is already being
used for various forms of recreation.
Best regards,
Remi Cohen
Lake Merritt resident
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

eric mullen [emullen55@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, April 03, 2012 5:25 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Against the dog park

April 3rd, 2012
Dear Commissioners,
Please keep Astro Park open, green and
clean, not fenced, brown and stinky.
i strongly prefer that this area
NOT be converted to use for dogs.
Keeping this entire area open and green
is FAR more important to my quality
of life than a dog park.
I respectfully ask that the Planning
Commission deny the conditional use permit application
for a fenced dog park at this site.
Thank you,
Eric Mullen
438 Staten Ave., # 307
Oakland, CA 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

monica cervantes [hairslave_cervantes@yahoo.com]
Monday, December 26, 2011 4:27 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Approve dog park

We are a family with 2 children and a dog. Our oldest child is disabled and we would like
to be able to play at lake merrit. There is plenty of room for soccer and more at lakview
park.
Thank you,
Monica cervantes
3ooo block of madera ave.
Oakland ca 94619

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ann Noriega [anorie@sbcglobal.net]
Saturday, December 31, 2011 1:31 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Approve dog park

It's time to move ahead our dogs need space. Brings humans together Oakland need so badly
Sent from my iPhone

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Keith McAllister [keithzmca@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, December 12, 2011 12:59 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Approve Lakeview Dog Play Area

December 12, 2011
Oakland Planning Commission,
Please proceed with approval of the Lakeview Dog Play Area at Lake Merced.
For many Oakland residents, dogs are a central part of daily life. Yet Oakland bans people with
dogs from virtually all Oakland parkland, including all parkland near Lake Merced. We can’t
even walk around Lake Merced with a dog on leash.
Oakland lags in amenities provided to citizens in city parks. The nonprofit Trust for Public Lands
just reported that, among the 100 largest cities in the US, there has been a 34% increase in offleash dog parks in the last 5 years. Portland has 5.7 off-leash dog parks per 100,000 residents;
San Francisco has 3.3 per 100,000 residents. Oakland doesn’t register in their count.
Oakland just collects our taxes, while banning us from the parks paid for by those taxes. The
Lakeview Dog Play Area is a small amenity to provide for the many thousands of dog-owning
citizens who pay for Oakland parks. Please end the delay and stalling; build the Lakeview Dog
Play Area.
Best regards,
Keith McAllister
Mary McAllister
Oakland, CA 94611

4/16/2012

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

mejonathan@netzero.net
Sunday, March 18, 2012 8:24 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Astro dog park proposal

Hello I live on Haddon Hill and have resided there since 2005.
welcomed changes - Trader Joe's being one.
I could write so much on this topic but will be brief.
against sharing common areas.

In that time I have seen
I am not against change.

I am not

A fenced-off dog park is a taking of common property for an exclusive use - a use that, by
definition, _excludes_ other uses. It also removes open green space that has an aesthetic
appeal, as well as utility.
It is taking.

Not sharing.

This is change that I am _against_. Let me be clear: I am _not_ against household pets.
People love their cats and dogs and other domestic friends. That is fine by me. I
encourage responsible human-pet relationships. I do not believe that denying an exclusive
use dog park will deny people the ability to continue to have such in their lives. By
contrast, allowing an exclusive use dog park will deny _all_ residents a precious swath of
rare shared green space.
Jonathan
P.S. My thanks to those who are taking an active role in monitoring this situation so that
us "regular citizens" are kept apprised.
<><><><><><><><><><><>
E-mailing you from a browser.
____________________________________________________________
60-Year-Old Mom Looks 27
Mom Reveals Free Wrinkle Trick That Has Angered Doctors!
http://thirdpartyoffers.netzero.net/TGL3241/4f66a6e0a67422ae0101st05duc
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

carol shepherd [carolsheph@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 8:43 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Dear Ms Clevenger,
I am writing to ask the Planning Commission to please DENY the conditional use permit
application for the fenced off-leash dog area in Astro Park.
I have lived in the area for over 30 years. An off-leash dog run will destroy the current openspace provided by Astro Park for multiple human uses: volleyball, soccer, picnics, strolling, and
others. If the proposed dog-run is approved, other uses of the designated space will be
permanently lost. A unique Oakland attraction for all its residents will become the exclusive
venue for a restricted number of dog--owners.
The area, as you know, represents a combined residential/commercial part of Oakland, with a lot
of foot traffic (especially on Saturdays during the farmer's market next to the freeway overpass
across the street). Dedicated off-leash dog runs should be located elsewhere, where people are
less likely to be pursuing various daily activities.
Dog ownership means taking responsibility for your pet. Sometimes, it requires a bit of
inconvenience, like taking your dog to an already existing site for exercise or making the effort
to locate a suitable area that will not inconvenience other people or deny them access to public
space in a densely-used public park in the heart of Oakland.
I urge you and your colleagues to stop any further planning for a dog run in Astro Park, a bad
idea that should be abandoned now.
Thank you.
Carol Shepherd
620 Spruce St
Oakland CA 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ronna Benjamin [ronnabenjamin@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 2:43 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Dear Planning Commissioners,
Please deny the permit for the fensed-off dog park within Astro Park. It is a wonderful green
space in a busy, high-traffic area, and a highly-used extension of the public space--with library,
playground, walkways and benches--connecting to Lake Merritt. Lake Merritt has recently been
renovated into a beautiful area. This complex is an urban space that any city would be proud to
have. Other cities have renovated river and lake-front spaces that attract residents and visitors
alike. Oakland should treasure this, not destroy it.
I walk from my home in Adams Point to the farmers market every Saturday and take my
granddaughter to the playground and Lakeshore library. I see young children playing soccer,
young adults playing soccer and frisbee, families with children, tight-rope walkers, people
working out on the bars--all in this green space. It is a wonderful mix of people and activities. It
is the kind of public space that Oakland needs in every neighborhood.
On the other hand, I have seen dog parks in FORG park and on Linda Ave. which are chain-link
fense, barren dirt, smelly eye-sores. We do not want this to happen in our neighborhood.
Please save our open space and strengthen our neighborhood.
Ronna Benjamin

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Bill Wong [jackson_wong@msn.com]

Sent:

Sunday, April 08, 2012 2:59 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: astro park
please let astro park stay as it is - a green space to play and to have a picnic.
this is a very busy intersection - god forbid if a dog somehow escapes his/her owner and gets hit by a
car. and who will bear the responsibility then?
thank you,
mary lew

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tiko Shah [tikoshah@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 1:40 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Hi, I wanted to write to tell you that I would love to keep Astro Park as it is, as a wide open,
beautiful space, available for people to play in, and not have it become a dog park. I would like
to request that the commission DENY the application to convert it to a dog park. Thank you!
Tiko

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elijah Pfister [elijah.pfister@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 9:08 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Hello,
Every week, without exception, I take my family to Astro Park to play in the playground and run
in the grass. We play soccer, baseball and football for hours. Please, please deny the conditional
use permit application for the fenced off dog park. I love dogs but this area is used by people
every day of the week. If anything find a way to eradicate the geese so we can enjoy the park
further - find the money to improve the play area.
Thank you,
Elijah Pfister
Atlas Ave, Oakland, CA

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

M. Rose [mrose@prodigy.net]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 6:15 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject:

Astro Park

Attachments: mrose@prodigy.net.vcf

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our
neighborhood park. This dog area takes up too much of the space, which is actively used by
kids and adults. I am a dog owner myself, but do not believe this is a good use of space.

Marsha Rose
Haile Girma & Co.
phone 510.420.1626
fax 510.653.6450

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

JON STANLEY [jon.stanley@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 11:00 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please preserve Astro Park for multi use by Oaklanders. We do not want to see a
designated dog park take over one of the few lovely green areas we can all enjoy.
Please DENY the conditional use permit for the fenced off-leash dog area in the
park and keep it clean, green and open for use by children, families and anyone
wanting to enjoy a nice urban outdoor space.
Jon Stanley

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Alan L Lin [alan@zot.net]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 10:47 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Astro Park is a public area, and the use of this area should be subject to a vote by Oakland residents. Please
DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in the park until it can be voted
on as a ballot measure.
Thank you,
Alan Lin
Oakland resident

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Susan Stanley [sstanley727@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Thursday, March 08, 2012 9:38 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; jon.stanley@sbcglobal.net

Subject: Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please preserve Astro Park for multi use by Oaklanders. We do not want to see a
designated dog part take over one of the few lovely green areas we can all enjoy.
Please DENY the conditional use permit for the fenced off-leash dog area in the
park and keep it clean, green and open for use by children, families and anyone
wanting to enjoy a nice urban outdoor space.
Susan Stanley

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Catherine Baumgartner [oakcab@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 2:24 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Subject: Astro Park

PLEASE DON'T BUILD A DOG PARK AT ASTRO PARK!!!!!!! I have been living in
Oakland for 26 years. Before coming here I lived in SF for 15 years. SF has it's massive Golden
Gate Park. All Oakland has is the beautiful Lake Merritt and it's surrounding few parcels of
grass. PLEASE DON'T COVER IT WITH BROWN DIRT AND WOOD CHIPS AND
SMELLY LOUD BARKING DOGS. One of the nicest and smartest things Oakland has ever
done for it's people is to beautify Lake Merritt and build up the neighborhood with it's fabulous
Farmer's Market! KEEP THE DOGS AWAY AND LET THE PEOPLE PLAY PLAY PLAY
PLAY PLAY. Thank you. Catherine

4/16/2012

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Martina I. Cucullu [mcucullu@gmail.com]
Saturday, April 07, 2012 12:45 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Astro park

I live a few blocks from the lake and am very much opposed to a dog run even though I just
got a dog. There are so many dog parks in the nearby area that I just don't see any reason
to add another in astro park. The area is always in use by people playing soccer, children
and others looking to enjoy he park.
I also think its a bad idea given how much traffic there already is around the lake not to
mention all the children who play on the playground nearby. The only way to adequately
protect them and the dogs would be to erect a number of fences that would make the area
difficult to access and ugly. We've spent so much time and money into making the park
pretty it is just counter-intuitive to do something that would defeat all the work that's
been done.
Martina Cucullu Lim
Sent from my iPhone

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Stafford, Anne [stafford@smccd.edu]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 11:37 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

I am writing to say that I oppose plans for a new dog park at Astro Park, near Lake Merritt. I have a dog
myself and use some of the other dog parks in Oakalnd, but I think a dog park in that particular location is a
bad idea. That area is already crowded enough with people and cars; bringing in a lot of dogs will only add to
the congestion. Also, based on personal experience with many different dog parks, the smaller the park, the
more quickly it gets torn up and ratty looking. I have no doubt that any dog park in that location will quickly
become an eyesore and will add unnecessary chaos to a busy part of the city.
Sincerely,
Anne Stafford

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

nancy smith [nsmith1717@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, April 06, 2012 11:33 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: astro park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
Please please keep Astro Park as is. This place is enjoyed by families with small children, as
well as those of us older folks who just love the greenery in the Lake Merritt area. When
moneyin Oakland is so tight, why would the city council decide to spend on such an unnecessary
project?
Please consider the ramifications of this idea.
-Nancy Smith
Educator

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Peter Torsiello [Torsiello43@msn.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 9:37 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

pkerninghan@oaklandnet.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Hello,
I am writing to protest any dog park use at Astro Park or anywhere in or around Lake
Merritt. I especially dislike the idea of using Astro Park for that purpose as it is part of the
Lake Merritt Waterfowl Reserve, the first park set aside for waterfowl in the nation back in
the 1890s. It is also located on a heavily used plot of park that attracts toddlers, ducks by
the dozens and children playing including the people at Clausen House where they use the
open space for exercise and games on occasion. This is a really bad idea and I don't see why
the planning commission and the City would even consider it. Not to mention all the people
who walk around the lake and pause there to eat and socialize (10,000 people a week walk
around that lake.) Not to mention that parking is totally lacking in the area already. This will
bring even more cars into a totally congested road system that I don't think was helped by
the new configuration since the roads were reworked two years ago. BAD, BAD, BAD. Don't
do it!
The second suggested place is also not appropriate since it also is within the WaterFowl
Reserve Area. We have a unique place here in Oakland for our dwindling Duck population
and dogs are a natural enemy of Birds. And while you are at it, you should clearly mark the
walking paths with correct signage for excluding Dogs anywhere near birds there and
enforcing the leash laws which are so often ignored by dog owners. Fining dog owners who
allow their dogs off leash around the park would generate a large income for the City ( As a
walker daily around the Park, I see unleashed dogs every day.) Wrong, Wrong, Wrong!!
Why doesn't the city use some open areas near the edge of the Estuary like they do in
Richmond. There is a lot of unused space , Much more accessible for dogs romping
unhindered by other users.
Peter Torsiello
1200 Lakeshore Ave. Apt 10c
Oakland, Ca. 94606

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Art Springs [art51springs@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 13, 2012 10:34 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Peggy

Subject: Astro Park

While walking around Lake Merritt this past weekend, my companion and I approached Astro
Park to find a large area cordoned off to represent, as we discovered from a group of concerned
citizens of the neighborhood, a proposed fence designating an area to possibly be used for a dog
park. I think dog parks, in general, are a good idea, particularly in dense urban areas as this, but I
also feel they need to be weighed against what could be an even greater loss. Although I am but a
three month long resident in the Lake Merritt district, I think it would not be wise to convert a
park so widely used by the public as a popular gathering place for socializing and recreation
when there are other places such as the park at the corner of Hanover and Lakeshore, for
example, which is virtually barren when I pass it daily. Parks like this one do not serve the public
for any recreational purposes like soccer, football, or family gatherings because of the uneven
ground, but they would easily suffice as an area for dogs to run freely with their owners. I hope
that the planning commission and city council take full consideration of the long standing
importance of Astro Park to the people in our city before possibly making it a dog park when
there are other options available around Lake Merritt. I truly feel it would be a grave mistake to
deny us this center of activity and maintain its aesthetic value by not putting up a fence in a place
so visible and appreciated for its openness.
With great concern,
Art Springs

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Michael Sasso [michaelwsasso@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, December 06, 2011 3:33 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Please do not allow Astro Park to be converted into a dog park.
Thank you,
Michael Sasso
492 Staten Ave., Apt 501
Oakland, CA 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

C.C. Abdullah [cc1gel@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 2:59 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

I as a resident of Oakland, California,do not want a fenced dog run at
Lakeshore and MacArthur.
Please keep the Astro Park as it was originally planned as a park for
the people of Oakland.
Thank you.

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Christopher Flores [chrisf@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 11:29 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am a resident of the Grand Lake/Lakeshore Area. On getting back from vacation, I learnt over the
weekend on visit to the Farmer’s Market about the proposed plan to have a dog run in part of Astro
Park. I want to let you know that I think that is a bad idea. Astropark is an green open space for multiuse activities and designating portion of it for specific use seems poor use of a scarce resource.
Thanks.
Christopher Flores
----------------------------------Christopher Flores
4114 Lakeshore Ave
Oakland, CA 94610
Tel: +1 (510) 834 4046
Cell: +1 (510) 599 7353
Email: chrisf@sbcglobal.net

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kelli Negro [kellinegro@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 10:39 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park
Hello,
I am writing to encourage each of you to think through plans for Astro Park, and to encourage you to
KEEP this as a place that everyone can enjoy -- not just the dogs.
Astro Park is one of the only Parks that is accessible to parents and kids year around. It is fairly well lit
and is a place where you can play soccer, enjoy time together etc year around. If you are to make this a
place for dogs only, you will be once again taking things from our kids who have already been more than
impacted by budget cuts etc. There are hundreds of acres in the Oakland hills where dogs can run and
play. Lets keep this a park for everyone and find another place for the dogs. Our children deserve this!
Best,
Kelli Negro

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kelli Negro [kellinegro@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 10:37 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park
Hello,
I am writing to encourage each of you to think through plans for Astro Park, and to encourage you to
KEEP this as a place that everyone can enjoy -- not just the dogs.
Astro Park is one of the only Parks that is accessible to parents and kids year around. It is fairly well lit
and is a place where you can play soccer, enjoy time together etc year around. If you are to make this a
place for dogs only, you will be once again taking things from our kids who have already been more than
impacted by budget cuts etc. There are hundreds of acres in the Oakland hills where dogs can run and
play. Lets keep this a park for everyone and find another place for the dogs. Our children deserve this!
Best,
Kelli Negro

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

M. Rose [mrose@prodigy.net]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 10:03 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject:

Astro Park

Attachments: mrose@prodigy.net.vcf

Hi, I am a resident of Oakland, and a lover of dogs. I've had dogs nearly all of my life, as
many as 3 at one time (too many, I'm afraid). I believe dogs are an important part of our
community and that they need the space to run free.
That being said, the proposed dog run at Astro Park is not appropriate, in my opinion. The
space is used daily by people young and old, and I think they should have first priority over
the space. The proposed dog run is too large and will be unsightly. I walk my dog around
Lake Merritt and by this park almost every day, so am aware of the activity.
Please reconsider this proposal, and find another spot for the dog run.
Marsha Rose
phone 510.420.1626
fax 510.653.6450

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

anna schooley [annaschooley@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, January 08, 2012 7:01 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Subject: Astro Park
Hello all,
I am an Oakland resident, in the Lake Merritt area. I do not agree with the dog park at Astro Park. I think
it is a poor location and will infringe on the general public's enjoyment of this open space.
Thank you for considering my opinion,
Anna Schooley

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

alankarls@comcast.net

Sent:

Tuesday, December 06, 2011 11:21 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

Pat Kernighan, Rebecca Kaplan, Nancy Nadel; Ann Clevenger
I just heard that there are plans to put a dog park in Astro Park. I am against
this plan. I have lived in the Lake Merritt area for over 30 years. My kids
played in the park. I have seen hundreds of different groups use the park on a
regular basis over the years. It is a successful and well-used park as it is.
The plan would call for hijacking a good portion of the park for a special
interest minority of the public: only those who own dogs. I find this
undemocratic and elitist. Why should one portion of the public---and a very
small portion at that---have sole rites to any public space? Just because those
people have decided that they need to keep an animal in the city does not mean
that the city has to provide them with public space at public expense so that
they can exercise their animal.
Where will those who use the park now go? How will the children get to the play
areas when all parking in the area is filled with the gas guzzling SUVs preferred
by dog owners?
I think that turning over a good portion of Astro Park to a small special
interest group is a terrible idea that will ruin the park and do disservice to
more people than it would serve. I hope that you are wise enough to oppose the
idea.
Alan R Karls
365 Euclid Ave. #302
Oakland, CA 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

sally goodman [ssdgoodman@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, November 13, 2011 7:24 PM

To:

Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

Decision-makers: Please do NOT support the efforts to turn part of
Astro Park into a dog park.
It is much too valuable resource for
humans of all ages who enjoy having the area for recreation for
themselves and their families. This type of open space is extremely
valuable for non-structured recreation.
Sincerely,
Sally Goodman
2090 Manzanita Drive
Oakland CA 94611

4/16/2012

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Marit Sonstelie [maritsonstelie@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Saturday, October 22, 2011 10:10 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; pkernigan@oaklandnet.com; At Large

Subject: Astro Park

To Whom It May Concern,
I am a Lake Merritt resident and a dog owner. While I welcome the addition of dog park to the
neighborhood, I feel that Astro Park is the wrong location. I am at Astro Park many times every
week with my daughter and niece. It is a well utilized park, with many families and sports. I
feel that a dog park would discourage some of the positive neighborhood activities in a heavily
utilized park.
In addition, there is no parking at Astro Park and this would only make congestion worse.
I would welcome the consideration of one of the less-utilized areas around the lake. Snow Park,
Lakeside park at Euclid and Grand, the spaces on either side of the Lakeview library all sit empty
most days. These would be great place for a dog park.
Thank you for your consideration.
Marit Sonstelie

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

nancy smith [nsmith1717@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, October 21, 2011 9:02 AM

To:

Kaplan, Rebecca

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

Good Morning Everyone,
I would like to strongly urge you to save Astro Park from any changes. With all the budget
issues facing Oakland, I am perplexed as to why anyone would consider changing a place that
already works perfectly. As someone who walks by this park regularly, I am delighted to see so
many families relaxing, dad's and kids playing ball, various sports groups and others winding
down from their otherwise hectic lives.
For me, this park represents all that is right with Oakland. Introducing dogs, some of which are
vicious, to an area so highly used by youngsters and others, lacks common sense. Let's use our
limited resources to make needed changes.
To quote an article I recently read, " Bert Lance believes he can save Uncle Sam billions if he
can get the government to adopt a simple motto: "If it ain't broke, don't fix it." He explains:
"That's the trouble with government: Fixing things that aren't broken and not fixing things that
are broken."
Please consider using time and resources to continue to improve the safety and qualify of life for
Oakland citizens.
Thanks for your consideration and for your time spent in public service,
Nancy Smith

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ronna Benjamin [ronnabenjamin@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 2:14 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

Dear Ann Clevenger,
Please save Astro Park for all the families and friends and children who play soccer and frisbee
and run and sit and drum. It is a wonderful green spot in our community for people to use and
enjoy in a variety of ways. We do not want a chain link fense and wood chips and dirt and
multiple odorous trash recepticals.
I live in Adams Point and walk to Astro Park regularly as I go to the library and the farmers
market and take my granddaughter to the tot lot. Please preserve it for the entire community.
Ronna Benjamin
325 Vernon St. #305
Oakland, CA 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

PY [ybanela@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 2:06 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

Hello,
I live in Lake Merritt and recently learned about the desire to convert Astro Park (a good portion
of it) into a fenced dog park area. This idea is very unappealing to me and would really limit the
use of the park from its myriad of activities that serves many different communities currently.
Please provide me with information as to when the meeting will be held at City Hall to discuss
this possibility, I would like to attend and make sure my voice is heard.
Thanks kindly,
Pamela Ybañez
-pamelaybanez.com
thenewhall.blogspot.com
"...an eye for an eye and the whole world goes blind" - Gandhi

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

HARDYIC@aol.com

Sent:

Tuesday, April 03, 2012 3:01 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park
I have been a resident of the Grand Lake area for 28 years.
I am opposed to a dog park in Astro Park. I am not opposed to the concept of a dog park, but just not
at this location.
The present use of this green space is not broken, why change it or try to fix it? The installation of a
dog park would not be a "fix", it would be a blight to the area.
Thank you
Jana Hardy
444-2913

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

alankarls@comcast.net

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 9:47 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park

I am totally against placing a dog park in Astro Park. I do not see the logic of taking a
park that is well used by all the citizens of Oakland, and taking a good chunk of it and
making it a place for a small minority of Oaklanders. Why should the majority have to
lose a resource for a minority's needs? Dog owners do not have to own dogs.
I am also concerned about the added traffic and the loss of parking: dog owners are
notoriously addicted to large vehicles: where do you plan to put the SUVs? I am also
concerned about mixing small children and dogs who are not well trained. The reason a
dog park is needed is because the owners ignore the dogs all week and when the dogs
finally get out, they are very excited and ill controlled.
I believe that this is a terrible idea and one that should be stopped. Leave the entire
park available to all residents, not just to a minority. Prevent dog bites on little children.
Avoid the traffic and parking problems that will ensue. Leave the park an attractive part
of Lake Merritt: don't give the park a section in which the grass is beaten into earth and
covered with feces and urine. Leave the park a place to play soccer, play catch, have a
picnic, and just relax. Putting a dog park in that tight but well used park will destroy it.
Please, please, please do not put a dog park in Astro Park.
Alan R Karls
365 Euclid Ave. #302
Oakland CA

4/16/2012

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Shah Smoak [shahsmoak@hotmail.com]
Monday, April 09, 2012 9:15 AM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Astro Park

Dear Ann Clevenger,
Astro Park contributes so much to my community. The proposed plan to
restructure the park is short sighted at best. There really is no need to "push aside the
many park goers who have enjoyed the park for years.
Thank you.
Shah E. Smoak RN BSN

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mr Steve A [srabeyta@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 12:51 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park - concern over dog park

Dear Commisioners,
I would like to encourage you to deny the conditional use permit application for the fenced offleash dog area in Astro Park.
I am writing on behalf of myself and my family. My wife and I lived near Lake Merritt for 5
years and grew familiar with this neighborhood. We have spent many weekends at Astro park
either playing pickup soccer, or just enjoying the large expanse of grass. Now that we have kids
we use the park for Saturday soccer camp and the nearby playground.
What I love about this open space is its proximity to the neighborhood just East of the freeway.
We lived in this neighborhood and Astro Park was the closest and best open grass field. It
serves as an open and inviting space to the hundreds of households that live on or around Grand
Ave East of 580. Additionally, it serves as a convenient area for farmer's market patrons on the
weekend.
By fencing off a dog park area, we would lose a rarity in this area: A close, convenient space to
the East Grand Ave neighborhood, and a beautiful, very large, open and unobstructed green area
seen from the freeway, farmers market, and surrounding neighborhoods.
Steve Abeyta

4/16/2012

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

michael.nasif@mni.com

Sent:

Thursday, October 20, 2011 2:07 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park - No to Dog Run

I was stunned to learn last weekend that a plan to carve out a significant portion of Astro Park for a dog
run was actually being considered! I cannot imagine how such a costly and unnecessary plan could even
make it onto your council meeting agenda, much less be considered as viable. Have any of you spent an
hour or two in this park, any day of the week, any time of day? It is always actively used by people from
all around the neighborhood. My daughter plays soccer every Saturday on the very patch of grass you
are considering removing. She could play in Montclair or Alameda or Piedmont but we choose to play
here, in our neighborhood, so that we can meet and mingle with our neighbors. As a dog owner, I
appreciate the need for a dog to have space to run. But I certainly do not believe it should come at the
expense of land used actively and happily by tax-paying humans. Please do not allow this plan to go
through. Do not bow down to the organized but limited support of the few dog owners who want this.
Instead, support the masses who happily use this park every day. And guess what, it will save you tens
of thousands of dollars because you can scrap this foolish dog run project and simply do nothing…and
leave Astro Park exactly as it is. Please do not ruin this park!
Michael Nasif
1181 Holman Road
Oakland, CA 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Olga Milosavljevic [olgamilosavl@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 04, 2012 8:42 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park - please deny dog park motion

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am dog lover who would really like to see Astro Park remain a wide open green space. I
understand the desire to have a place near by for dogs to run free however, with 580 and major
roads around I feel like the splash of greenery at Astro Park makes this neighborhood awesome...
Please deny the motion to open a dog park at Astro Park. There are spaces at the adjacent Lake
Merritt or other places that have been offered as alternatives. There's no need to take this
particularly prominent and open space away.
Thank you,
Olga
-Olga Milosavljevic
olgamilosavl@gmail.com
What we have before us are some breathtaking opportunities disguised as insoluble problems -John W. Gardner 1965

4/16/2012

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jay [jamesetjackson@gmail.com]
Monday, March 05, 2012 2:51 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed dog run project at Astor Park.
I am a 47 year resident of Oakland, and my earliest memories include activities at Astro
park. I have now had the pleasure of bringing my own children to Astro to play, and that
would be severely compromised by the plan that has been put forward.
There is a shortage of grass play areas in the City, and it would be a disservice to the
community to take more away and make this a dog run. I am confident that there are
underutilized areas elsewhere that would better lend to the proposed use.
I respectfully request that you deny the conditional use permit application for the fenced
off-leash dog area in Astro Park, our neighborhood park.
Sincerely,
James Jackson
2069 Braemar Rd.
Oakland, CA 94602
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

DJ Gorman [djgorman@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 1:25 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: astro park and dogs
Ms. Clevenger - I am an Oakland resident and big user of the Lake and its environs, also attending the
farmers market regularly.
I oppose the dog park at Astro Park. I understand the Planning Commission will be considering this issue
in an early May meeting.
Just today, I was at the Lake and farmers market, and the congestion was tremendous... and within that
mess of people and cars was and is this great little green city park, some of the remaining limited open
space available anywhere in the area for sports and stretching out. Taking a huge chunk of that for a dog
park, when there certainly must be better locations for such a use, just isn't right in my opinion. More
thought needs to go into finding alternative locations for a place where dogs can run and defecate.
And by the way, I think there ought to be numerous such dog parks/dog runs that dog owners can make
use of. They just need to be in the right locations.
Thank you for considering my position.
Douglas Gorman
2674 Las Aromas
Oakland, CA 94611
djgorman@sbcglobal.net

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

karenengel09@comcast.net

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 10:04 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.net; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park Dog Area

Dear Ms. Clevenger:
I am a Grand Lake area resident and a volunteer at the Lakeview Branch of the
Oakland Public Library. The library branch adjoins Astro Park, part of which is being
considered by the Planning Commission to become a dog park.
After years of observing how the park is used by adults and children in our
neighborhood, I feel that there isn't enough space available for a dog park there without
cutting into current uses.
I hope the Planning Commission will look into other spaces for a dog park.
Sincerely,
Karen Engel
811 York St #114
Oakland CA 94610

4/16/2012

McElroy, Darryl
From:

HARDYIC@aol.com

Sent:

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 1:20 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park Dog Park
Dear Commissioners
Please deny the conditional use permit application for the fences off-lease dog area at Astro Park.
I have lived in the Grand Lake District for 28 years as a home owner and have come to enjoy the one
and only open green space proximal to my home. It is a multi use space used by many on a daily
basis. The space if used as a dog park would be far too small. Other dog park encompass acres of
land, wherein, this space is far less than one acre.
The location is adjacent to a freeway. It is also sandwiched between one of the busiest Muni stops in all
of Oakland and a toddler park. The safety of children is at risk as well as the safety of Muni riders.
I am opposed to a dog park in that location.
Jana Hardy
441 Elwood Avenue
Oakland, Ca

4/16/2012

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sam Markewich [shmullyop@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, October 20, 2011 3:18 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park dog park

Please know that a dog park in Astro Park is morally wrong and a city planning disaster. My
partner and I both think so. It is the wrong place for such a park. Period. Too many people use
it for important things that have very positive effects on the community. Further, dog parks
smell bad, there is too high a risk of children playing on the playground of being bitten by a dog,
a dog park will look terrible in this location, and there is no good alternative space for those
displaced by the dog park who have been using the park regularly to go. Plus, the city should
NOT be spending money right now on a dog park while people in East and West Oakland need
more police and deserve more money spent in their neighborhoods, period.
- Sam Markewich
378 Jayne Avenue
Oakland, 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Fidel Nwamu [fdnwamu@msn.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 1:17 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park Dog Park
I wanted to voice my strong opposition to the proposed Astro Park Dog Run. As you know, the park is in
use for baseball, frisbee, picnickers, sunbathers, the drumming circle and flag football games. Is importan
Fidel D. Nwamu, Esq.

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sam Markewich [shmullyop@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 4:39 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park dog park proposal

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our
neighborhood park (Astro Park). Both me and my partner, Tess Ouellette, believe this is simply
and absolutely not only the wrong location for a dog park but also a complete affront to the many
people who now FREQUENTLY use the park for neighborhood-invigorating activities such as
team sports and group fitness activities.
Additionally, this is a chunk of beautiful OPEN green space in the middle of an otherwise busy
and high car traffic area. Closing that space off for dog owners would have a substantially
deleterious effect on the look and feel of the area.
Also, placing a dog park so close to an area set out for a young children's playground is a recipe
for constriction on the kids' freedom to play and could also result in young children having scary
interactions with dogs.
I do not think that a dog park so close to a small library makes any sense at all. Noises and
smells associated with the dog park will easily make their way into the library. As well, it is
likely that many of the dog owners will go to the library with their dogs, it being so close to the
dog park, and tie their dogs outside the library creating a chaos of dogs in a very small place.
Finally, those of us who do not enjoy interacting with dogs but do enjoy the library, the farmer's
market, and the freedom to walk in the area will also of a sudden be forced to interact with many
dogs as the owners walk them to and from the park. In that area, the sidewalks will become
likely WAY overcrowded with dogs and dog owners blocking pedestrians as the dog owners and
dogs schmooze as they often like to do. This is already too much of an issue for those of us who
cycle and jog around the Lake. Don't make it worse.
This is simply not the right space. Nor, for that matter, should the city in these hard times spend
a dime on anything less than urgent.
Sincerely,
Sam Markewich and Tess Ouellette
378 Jayne Ave
Oakland 94610

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

brian gangelhoff [brianthebigred@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 3:25 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park dog park proposal

Dear Ann Clevenger
Im writing you regarding the proposed dog park at Astro Park on the corner of Lakeshore and
MacArthur blvd in Oakland. I love dogs and think they deserve a dog park in the Lake Merrit
area but this site seems an incredibly poor location. It would be stuck between a very popular and
unfenced children's play ground and a very busy motor traffic, bicycle and pedestrian
intersection. It would use up and turn a already used green space brown not to mention the smell
of constant urination and feces. I walk by regularly to the shops and farmers market in the Grand
Lake area and always see people playing soccer, volleyball and many more activities.
Please vote against this proposal.
Thank You.
Brian Gangelhoff
brianthebigred@yahoo.com

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jack Ricci [jack.ricci@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 5:18 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park Dog Park

Please do not put a dog park on part of Astro Park. Both kids and adults use the space for there
recreation. Outting a dog park there would decrease the already small area our residences have
for their outdoor enjoyment. People have the entire Lake Merritt to walk their dogs why take
away OUR park space. Make the right decesion for everyone.
Thank you,
Jack Ricci

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

tyson schwarten [tysonschwarten@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, November 04, 2011 6:53 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park dog run

Dear Mrs. Clevenger,
Please do not follow through with plans to construct a fenced off dog park in Astro Park. I walk
and/or drive by the park almost every day and I am always impressed by how popular it is.
Many different groups and individuals already use this space regularly for a wide variety of
individual and group activities at all times of the day and week.

I feel that a fenced of dog run will adversely affect the use of the park in several negative ways.
First, it will physically impinge on the space used regularly for organized activities like, soccer
games and fitness classes, driving those groups away. Second, the odor from the dog run will
deter people. This will certainly compromise the success of the large and popular playground at
the park. Personally, knowing that I will have to pass the stench of dog feces on the way to and
from the Farmers Market on Saturdays will keep me from going. And I will frequent the business
on Lakeshore Avenue less for the same reason.

Astro Park is a very well utilized public space. Please do not jeopardize its success. I am sure
there are underutilized sites in the vicinity that could benefit from the installation of a dog run.
However, Astro Park will not.

Thank you,

Tyson Schwarten

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kira Dulaney [kira_dulaney@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:41 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; kaplan@oaklandnet.com; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park dog run

To Whom it may Concern,
I wish to voice my opposition to the proposed dog run at Astro Park near Mac Arthur Boulevard
and Lakeshore.
As a resident in the area (Palm Ave @ Bellevue) since 2006, I was surprised to hear of the
project only recently from the group Save Astro Park. I have serious concerns about the
changes proposed. The Save Astro Park group (www.saveastropark.org) enumerates several that
I see as valid:
-poor drainage in that area of the park exposing dogs and people to increased health hazards
-high vehicle traffic in very close proximity
-cutting the usable recreation space of the already small park in half
-detracting from the beauty of the current open green field
-proximity to children's play area
-already overburdened city maintenance department would be unable to devote adequate
resources to upkeep and slipshod and impermanent volunteer groups are no substitute.
Furthermore, I would encourage investigating the option of a dog run site at the old horse stables
as described on at http://www.saveastropark.org/alternative-location. This location is nearby,
walkable yet off the main artery roads, disused, and has firmer drier ground.
When the idea for a dog run in the area was first put forth in 1998, it may have had more support
because there was a dearth of available off leash runs in Oakland. However, the implementation
of the plan took many years to move forward, as with many bureaucratic processes, and in the
interim other locations for off leash dog use have become available (find a list here).
While I appreciate that the plan for the Mac Arthur/ Lakeshore site has been in the works for
years, I still do not find that that expense and effort put into it thus far is just cause for
implementing a flawed plan for the park. It would be a costly mistake, and would no doubt meet
with overwhelming community opposition if more people were aware of the plan.
I look forward to hearing discussion on this topic at the Planning Commission meeting.
Sincerely,
Ms. Kira Dulaney
Adams Point
Oakland, CA

4/16/2012
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Pat Hea [patheaphy47@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, April 03, 2012 5:48 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: astro park dog take over

Ann,
Now that the date has been set for the hearing about the Astro Park dog run
I want to state my feelings again. Because I will be out of town during the
hearing on Nov 2.
I am apposed to taking so much well used space in the park for a dog run.
The field is beautiful, green and well used by many people.
Large expanses of green grass is such a wonderful site for us city dwellers.
we need it for our soul and spirit.
Please have the dog run people find a less in your face place for the dogs to run.
Again I am a local resident only a 10 minute walk from this site and
do not want it used as a dog run.
Thanks so much helping with this
Patrick Heaphy
614 Alma Ave
Oakland, 94610

4/16/2012

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeanne Brown [jeannemab@gmail.com]
Monday, April 09, 2012 9:32 AM
Clevenger, Ann
ASTRO Park is NOT a Dog Park!!

It's TOO SMALL to be a run.
It would be unsanitary and a EXPENSE to control the situation, monitor and clean it!!!!
I do NOT want my TAX DOLLARS used for that purpose on that spot!!!
JMBrown
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Eleanor Hanson Wise [eleanor@thepresentgroup.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 10:16 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park isn't the place for a dog park

Dear Planning Commission,
I am writing to voice my concern over the proposal to create a fenced dog park taking up over
half of Astro Park. While I am a dog lover myself, and agree that there is a desperate need for
some dog friendly park space in this area, I don't believe Astro Park is the place to do it. The
thing about dog parks is that they don't need to be flat. There are plenty of hilly little parks in the
area that would work for this purpose. The thing about playing fields is that they do need to be
flat. And un-programmed, open, flat, fields are something that we need to preserve as it is
incredibly hard to ever get them back once they're gone.
I am aware that it is always hard to find a space for dog parks as no one wants them in their
backyard, however please consider re-focusing your efforts into finding a location that is not
flat, and therefore not used by all sorts of people playing sports and games. In addition, it would
make more sense to look for a location under trees, where grass already does not grow, rather
than mulching or paving over a large swath of grass. Dogs love running around and peeing on
trees anyway!
I would encourage you to deny this permit application for a fenced dog park in Astro Park,
however would strongly encourage you to continue your efforts to finding a suitable location for
a dog park in the Grand Lake area.
Thank you,
Eleanor Hanson
33 Excelsior Ct.
____________________________________
The Present Group
Finding new ways to fund and distribute artist projects

Gallery | Journal | Web Hosting
Twitter | Facebook

Art Micro Patronage
An experimental exhibition platform showcasing and funding work ideally viewed online
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Matthew Tanner [aacdebo@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 02, 2012 9:31 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park Off-leash Area

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park, as it is already a long-established family and recreational park
in a very central area of town. I love having dog parks, and I know there are a lot of
dogs around Lake Merritt that need a place to go; I just don't think Astro Park is the
right choice for reasons like safety and sanitation. Maybe trying to decentralize it is the
answer. There are parks and locations around that would be better suited for this use.
Thank you,
Matthew Tanner
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Peter Torsiello [Torsiello43@msn.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 5:54 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park permit

Hello,
I am writing this email to protest the placing of a dog park in Astro Park. Please deny the use
permit when this item comes before you in April.
I have written to the City Council members in the past to protest this misguided idea. There
are many reasons why this location is inappropriate.
1) This is a totally congested area in the first place. With the movement of people in the area
for use of the playground by toddlers, use of the parkland as a recreational area for the
Clausen House clients, Soccer and baseball, volleyball, exercisers, runners, and as a staging
area for meetings and gatherings, The Christmas Tree lot in Nov. and Dec., and the Saturday
market, more congestion cannot be a healthy thing for this area.
2) After walking the lake every day for the past 30 years (that's right every day) and
observing the traffic patterns that result from the movement of cars
coming off the highway, traversing the Lake from one side to the other, parking to reach the
shopping areas on Grand and Lakeshore, and the numerous buses that take people through
that area, to add more cars bringing dogs to the site is an obvious burden to the
neighborhood.
3) I know that the streets around the Arbor and in front of the library (another place that
brings cars to the area) were reconfigured to help in traffic flow, but It is my opinion that
they impede car movement even during non commute hours; it has not been an
improvement and creates even more congestion.
4) Putting dogs next to little children using the playground is asking for trouble, fenced or
not.
5) Noise at this location is terrible as it is. To add barking to this cacophony of sounds is
ludicrous.
6) AND MOST IMPORTANT - This area is part of the Lake Merritt Waterfowl Reserve, The first
such Reserve ever set aside for birds in America.
Dogs are a natural enemy of Waterfowl and other birds. They have no business being in
the same area designated for waterfowl.
7) Everyday, I see owners and their dogs around the park off leach. Every day - Off Leach.
This is a misdemeanor going completely unticketed. If owners are ignoring this law, how can
we rely on their obeying any dogpark rules. Who would enforce these new rules? Nobody!
Why don't you use the parkland out by the estuary where the port and the bay come
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together. It is far enough away from the waterfowl and almost unused since it was put out there
some years ago.
This is a BAD BAD BAD idea and I am surprised that our Planning Commission would even consider
such a thing. Why don't you walk around the Astrto Park area and do a survey of the numbers of
cars and people using that area right now. We do not need more congestion at this location. Find
another spot!!!!!!!.
Peter Torsiello
1200 Lakeshore 10C
Oakland, Ca 94606
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Miss Rootes [missrootes@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 05, 2012 10:09 AM

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park Planning
Dear City Official,
It has been pointed out to me by a group of concerned citizens that Astro Park may be turned into a dog
park. I have been a Lake Merritt resident for over 7 years and I would vote no for a dog park in this area. I
often marvel at all the different groups of people that share that space for sports and recreation, from
toddlers learning their first soccer moves to co-ed adult groups who need a physical release from stress
on weekends. I hope that you will see the logic and humanity of prioritizing human use of the playing field
over animal recreation. People who chose to have dogs in the city should be conscious of the fact that
they will have to take their animals to more remote locations to let them run off leash. I am also concerned
that the space will not be cared for and will become another part of the lake that is spoiled by animal
waste. Please do not turn Astro Park into a dog park.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Rootes
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elizabeth James [elizabeth.james82@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, December 01, 2011 8:17 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann; Brunner, Jane

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park Proposal

Dear Ms. Kernighan, Ms. Kaplan, Ms. Nadel, Ms. Clevenger, and Ms. Brunner,
I write to request that you please reconsider the proposal to add a dog run in Astro Park. This is a
beautiful patch of green space in an otherwise busy, urban setting. My sixteen-month-old
daughter loves to play on the playground adjacent to there and then run through the large grassy
patch unimpeded by sidewalks, bicyclists, and other hazards. We live in Upper Rockridge (near
College and Broadway), an area surprisingly lacking in toddler-friendly playgrounds and green
space, and her favorite activity in the world is to visit Astro Park and run wild. My husband and I
have picnicked there with friends and played football, and when we used to live in Adams Point,
the grass along Astro Park was a lovely counterpoint to the 580 as I walked daily to the stores on
Lakeshore.
Please do not allow this park to be spoiled. Oakland is such a beautiful city. It would be a shame
to allow over-development to wreak havoc through a beautiful part of town.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth James
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tom Elke [tom.elke@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 08, 2012 12:08 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park Proposed Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger:
I am an Oakland resident writing you in fervent opposition to the proposed dog park in Astro Park,
approximately 5 blocks from my family's home. I come from a long-line of dog-lovers. Indeed, over the
holidays there were no less than five dogs in my home. From childhood, dogs have played a very important
role in my life. Nevertheless, my family and I adamantly oppose any proposed dog park in Astro Park. I
have never in my life attended a city council meeting nor contacted an elected official, but this so potentially
damaging to my community I felt compelled to express my opposition.
I love dogs. But this dog park is a bad idea that will hurt my community. My family and I oppose this
proposal completely.
Sincerely,
Tom Elke
704 Calmar Ave.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jennifer Schulte [jennifer.schulte@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, April 03, 2012 8:16 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park Proposed Dog Park

Ms Ann Clevenger,
I understand that consideration of a conditional use permit regarding a proposed dog park at astro
park is planned on May 2nd. I would appreciate if you can send to me as soon as possible the
proposed language of the permit, previous staff reports, environmental documents, plans,
policies, MOUs and previous planning commission or other city departments decisions regarding
this issue. It is acceptable to direct me to links where I can look at these online.
This will assist me in preparation of my written response to the planning commission regarding
this issue.
Thanks in advance for your timely response.
Jennifer Schulte
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Christopher Flores [chrisf@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 3:50 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

"'saveastropark@gmail.com.'"@smtp104.sbc.mail.mud.yahoo.com

Subject: Astro Park Usage

Dear Commissioners,
I am a resident of Lakeshore Ave and make regular use of Lake Merritt and the adjoining spaces to walk,
read, relax, and enjoy the beautiful vistas. All the improvements ongoing under Measure DD are only
making the area more beautiful and attractive.
Hence, I am somewhat dismayed about the proposal to have a dog run build at AstroPark. It seems
totally inappropriate since the area is used for picnics, pickup games, children and relaxing. Plus it seems
an awfully small area for a reasonable dog run. I do believe there are other areas for dog runs in the city
more suited to those activities - longer distances, more varied landscaping (e.g., off Oakland Ave). Dogs
need space not vistas.
I request you deny any application to build a dog run in Astro Park.
Regards.
Christopher Flores
----------------------------------Christopher Flores
4114 Lakeshore Ave
Oakland, CA 94610
Tel: +1 (510) 834 4046
Cell: +1 (510) 599 7353
Email: chrisf@sbcglobal.net
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

C.C. Abdullah [cc1gel@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 11:04 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park Vote

Dear Representative:
Save Astro Park.
from a local citizen
Sincerria Abdullah
1925 10th Avenue #301
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mirabai Deranja [morticia.atoms@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 2:05 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park! Please keep it green.

Please keep our park green!!! Don't let the Dog park ruin it. Please keep it the way it is.
Thank you
Mirabai
-Aspire to inspire before you expire.
www.miratango.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Helen Lee [hlee33@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 3:13 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Astro Park: Request to DENY conditional use permit application for dog area
Dear Commissioners,
I am a new homeowner in the Grand Lake district and live right across the neighborhood Astro Park. I
love the neighborhood and am extremely upset about the poposed conditional use permit application for
a dog area. I commute from Oakland to San Francisco and take the local transit bus and on my commute
back home, I stop by the Astro park several times a week to sit on the grass after a long work day to
reflect. The splash of green in the middle fo our neighborhood is uplifting for the mind and body as I aslo
play frisbee and volleyball during the weekend.
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood
park.
Very best,
Helen Lee
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mary Anne Brady [dr_management@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 1:32 PM

To:

Mary Anne

Subject: Astro Park

Greetings,
As a resident of Oakland and a walker of Oakland, I truly enjoy having some green
space (especially close to freeways and lots of cars). I walk the Lake, I walk to
farmer's market, I walk to Grand Lake theater, etc... I think you get it... I walk
Oakland and I truly enjoy having a PEOPLE Park to walk by. I am sensitive to
animals and prefer that they are not up close and personal. Astro Park is a small
piece of green that is enjoyed by PEOPLE. I believe that WE (PEOPLE) deserve to
have a park for us. I know more and more people have animals and I don't think
the animals should push the PEOPLE away. Thus, I strongly advocate that you
leave the small piece of green at the intersection of MacArthur and Lakeshore as a
place for PEOPLE. PLEASE & Thanks you

Mary Anne
Dr. Mary Anne R. Brady
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

MNM [yellowgreeneyes@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 12:03 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astro Park

"Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. Just last weekend I was at the park enjoying the community and
the scenery. This is one of the few places where so many people can convene and
enjoy the grass, the serenity and the diverse community. Sectioning off a dog run area
will be obtuse, ugly, and morph that area into a danger zone with more feces, urine,
contamination and danger of unfriendly dogs. Please direct dog owners to a space that
doesn't take from the Lake Merritt park community.
Thanks,
Marisa Musso
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Milton Andersen [budandersen@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 8:05 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Astropark should not become an ugly dog-run

To the Commissioners of the Planning Commission:
Please DENY the conditional use permit that would allow the beautiful and much used
Astropark to become an ugly dog run. THERE ARE MANY REASONS TO DENY THE
PERMIT. You have probably heard about or read about most of the reasons. So I will mention
just one reason that shouldn't be neglected. It is the issue of possible health hazards of a dog run
with wood chips, and the possibility of dog poop being mixed up with the wood chips, and the
difficulty of a person to quickly identify a piece of dog poop mixed up with the wood chips.
Dogs are carnivores, and carnivores have in their feces high levels of pathogens. There is a
kiddie playground very close to the proposed dog run. Will dust, containing small particles of
dog feces, drift over to be breathed by children in the kiddie playground? This is a possibility.
So, for the above reason, and many other reasons, PLEASE DENY THE CONDITIONAL
USE PERMIT.
Sincerely,
Milton(Bud) Andersen
budandersen@gmal,com
510 625-0831
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tye Reichle [tyereichle@yahoo.com]
Sunday, March 11, 2012 2:59 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Astropark

Please deny the use of the corner of Astropark for 'dog run'.

1

Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

amy bell [amyk.bell@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 1:58 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Subject: Citizen opposing Dog Park in beautiful Astro Park

Dear Commissioners and Council members,
I am a citizen of Oakland (Glenview/Trestle Glen) who, like so many of my neighbors and my
husband, loves the Lake Merritt and Grand/Lake area. I am there nearly every day to shop, run
errands, eat, exercise, take out Library books, and enjoy the land.
It would be a tragedy to introduce a dog run to Astro Park, for many reasons. I believe the most
compelling argument here is the disruption a dog run would cause in the way the community
uses the space.
A dog run would seriously impact the social and visual experience of the entire Embarcadero
landscape. Many people travel some miles to get to the Lake Merritt area in order to enjoy its
open spaces. The proposed brown dog run, surrounded by a fence, would disrupt and detract
from that open space experience and seriously hinder the sense of community - whole
community - that the space currently promotes in its simple, easily maintained way.
No one who does not own a dog wants to participate or take any personal responsibility for a dog
park. A dog park is an off-limits area to them. It is negated space. Many people including small
children are afraid of gathered dogs. Gathered dogs snarl and nip and become agitated, as is their
nature. Many dislike their smell and open defecation. Many have to live with barking dogs in
their neighborhoods and seek the tranquility of public parks to be free of that.
Do we really want to build off-limits areas in such a wonderfully open and communal city space?
Does fencing off a small, dusty or muddy area for dog owners and their pets truly serve the
community at large? How much benefit is given to those dogs, and at what expense to the whole
community?
The design of urban spaces has a subtle but profound way of influencing a community of people.
Putting up fences, replacing green grass with dirt, and making space off-limits to certain
community members will have a divisive and scornful effect on the way people treat Astro Park.
A park shouldn't have privileged areas, and that is essentially what a dog run creates.
Thank you for your kind attention.
Best regards,
Amy K. Bell
Oakland Citizen against Astro Park Dog Run
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Casey Law [caseyjlaw@gmail.com]
Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:00 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com; Jessica Law
comment on Astro park dog area

Dear Commissioners,
We are writing to express our opposition to the conditional use permit for a fenced offleash dog area near Astro park (a.k.a.
Lakeview dog play area). As a resident of the neighborhood, we ask that you deny this
permit.
The park is a valuable green space available for many uses, from soccer to fitness to
enjoying the sun. The plan for a fenced area will lock up half of the green space in the
park for a smaller number of users. While we are sympathetic to the needs of dog owners,
we feel this is not the best use of our limited open space.
As a free, open space, the park creates a green "heart" for the Grand/Lake neighborhood.
Being able to see and walk freely through that space is necessary for it to serve that
function. This is especially important given that the freeway already cuts our
neighborhood in two.
For these reasons, we hope that you will reject the conditional use permit. Thank you
for your time.
Sincerely,
Casey and Jessica Law
570 Boden Way
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rachel Broadwin [chezrachel@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 11:23 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Deny conditional use application for dog area

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. As homeowners we have enjoyed this neighborhood. The
grassy, verdant space should remain just that. A dog park would be an eyesore.
Thank you for considering our opinion.
Rachel Broadwin & Lary Heath
934 MacArthur Blvd

======
Greetings from Rachel B.
chezrachel@yahoo.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

mark kraitchman [kraitch@gmail.com]
Wednesday, March 14, 2012 12:31 PM
Clevenger, Ann
DENY conditional use permit application for dog play area in Lakeview Park

Dear Commissioners:
I have previously taken note of the size and location of the proposed dog play area at
Lakeview Park by the Lakeview Branch Library at the corner of Lakeshore Ave
and MacArthur Blvd.
The proposed dog play area
takes up a lot of space. The proposed dog play area is
too close to the kid's playground.
The proposed
dog play area would ruin that precious green space.
Please deny the conditional use permit application for this proposed dog play area.
Sincerely,
Mark Kraitchman (home owner and dog owner)
772 Mandana Blvd
Oakland CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Peter Lundberg [lundberggroup@mindspring.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 08, 2012 1:25 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Deny Dog run near Astro Park
Please deny the proposed Dog run near Astro Park. The current play field is used frequently. Please
move the dog run to the area between the library and Lake Shore, near the public rest rooms, and
landscape the fence extensively.

Peter Lundberg
565 Bellevue Avenue #1403
Oakland CA 94610
H: 510-763-6323
C: 415-566-4100
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kathleen M Harris [kathalini@comcast.net]

Sent:

Saturday, February 04, 2012 2:49 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Dimond and Lakeview Dog Park
Hello,
I am in favor of a dog park at Dimond Park and Lakeview.
-Dog owners police each other when they are together, so less non-compliant poop-leavers
-There's really no place around these two locations where dogs can be off-leash
-Dog owners create communities around dog parks, and feel more responsible to the city when they
feel the city understands them
Thanks,
Kathleen Harris
kathalini@comcast.net
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ytzhack Heber [ytzhack@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 23, 2012 2:03 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dimond Dog Park

Dear City of oakland planner
It was brought to my attention that there is a plan to assign a section of the Dimond
Park for a "dog park".
I strongly oppose this idea.
I live in the neighborhood. I own 2 dogs. I'm an active Search And Rescue member with
CARDA and very familiar with "dog culture".
The suggested area for the park is very valuable in its unique shape and appearance.
People are walking through it from the neighborhood to the child center. Kids are
playing by the trees. Placing fences around will completely prevent people from walking
there. Fences will change the environment of open free space.
Please do not support this idea. Very few people might benefit from this dog park. Many
more residents will be very uncomfortable because of it.
There is already a dog park in Joaquin Miller park - five minutes drive.
Ytzhack Heber

3 please consider the environment before printing this email
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kevin Mitchell [shoelessone@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 03, 2012 12:14 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Dog "play area" in Lake Merritt area - I'd love it!

Hello Ann!
I just wanted to write a quick note to let you know that I personally am a HUGE supporter of the
dog park in the Lake Merritt area.
My wife and I have been in Oakland (we live near Alice & 14th) for about a year now and love
the area. We actually both work in the city, but moved to Oakland because we love Lake Merritt
and because of the more cost effective housing.
If I could say one thing that would absolutely keep us in the Lake Merritt permanently it would
be a dog park close by. It would (and I'm not exaggerating) totally change my life for the better.
Having a dog is a huge stress for me personally because of a near constant feeling of guilt at not
being able to provide quality daily exercise for the dog. Having a dog park close by would be
such an incredible relief for me and my wife.
Currently, whenever we want to take the dog to a dog park/play area we need to rent a zipcar and
drive to Alameda. because of our schedules, this happens at most once a week.
I don't have a "case" for the dog park I suppose, I just wanted to let you know how much of an
improvement it would make in my life. Additionally, if such a dog park/"play area" were to be
created I would be happy to volunteer to help keep the park clean (or whatever else might be
needed).
Thanks for your time, please let me know if I can do anything to help make this happen (and the
sooner the better!)!!
-Kev
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ouija@spaz.org
Monday, November 14, 2011 10:39 AM
Clevenger, Ann
dog park ?

a dog park park ? sounds like a lousy idea to me. how about a skateboarding bowl
somewhere? and dog people can take their dogs to alameda navy base. in oakland, folks on
bicycles have no bike lane ,or if they do ,they are dangerous .the area in question is a
big hazard for bikes as road raging motorists push them off the road. people want to think
their city is progressive , but oakland seems backwards. art projects, skateboarding
facilities ,bike lanes. we need it. we dont need things for dogs when the people are
hurting. id rather see a homeless outreach or somthing for the humans.
the library and toilets are also fully 3rd world in that same park. just some paint and a
few books wouldnt hurt. why not start at the begining?
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sunnye Lauren [sunnkissed914@yahoo.com]
Tuesday, March 13, 2012 2:00 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Dog park

I fully support a fenced dog park by the lake Merritt as I have a dog and so does my
mother we live in the same household and I enjoy taking my dog to different dog Parks
not just the same one. Thank you
Sincerely,
Sunnye Lauren
(510)387-4693

Sent from my iPhone

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Martin Rosson [mrosson@pacbell.net]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 7:04 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: dog park

"Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park near the Grand Lake theater. Among other things, it is to
massive and restricts land use for people that play sports and create a health hazard
with the dog feces dust that will be created next to a children play area.
Martin M. Rosson, P.E.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Leigh McDougall [leighnan@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 9:57 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Park

To: Ann Clevenger:
Regarding the proposed Dog Park now under consideration by the planning commission. As I stated in my
previous e-mails, I am concerned about this proposal and encourage the Commissioners to please DENY the
conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park.
Sincerely,
Leigh McDougall
377 Santa Clara Ave #103
Oakland, Ca.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Leigh McDougall [leighnan@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 9:50 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Park

Dear Ann Clevenger,
I wanted to express to you my opposition to the proposed placement of a dog park currently
under consideration. I feel it would be a detriment to the open green space we all enjoy- while I
am sympathetic to the need for a dog park, I feel a better location would be at the old stable area
near the children's fairyland. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Leigh McDougall
377 Santa Clara Ave #103
Oakland, Ca. 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

David Hurty [dave.hurty@gmail.com] on behalf of David L. Hurty [dave@hurty.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 10:37 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. I live near this park and pass it often. Many small children and
parents use the area for soccer and other field games. It is one of few areas where it
can be used for such play activities in this neighborhood.
Cordially,
David L. Hurty
-------------------------Rev. David L. Hurty
565 Bellevue Avenue, Apt. 707
Oakland, CA 94610-5016
Home: 510.465.3301
Fax: 510.465.3301
Mobile: 510.435.1568
dave@hurty.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Emily Rosenberg [dogpeople@comcast.net]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 4:19 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park
Hi Ann,
1 Did you receive the application and findings from Audree Jones-Taylor, Director of Parks and
Recreation?
2. Do we have a likely hearing date of April 18?
Thanks. Emily Rosenberg
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lane Parker [dukesnide@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, April 05, 2012 7:37 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: dog park

this is another vote against the proposed dog park in our neighborhood
bobby lane parker, spruce street, oakland 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Larry Hayden [lhayden3640@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 01, 2012 8:53 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park
Dear Planners,

Please recommend approval of the dog owners’ gathering space at Lakeview Park. As a retired couple
we have decided not to get another dog. But we miss our dogs and would like nothing more than to have
an energetic walk around the Lake, shop at the Farmers’ Market and meet some nice dogs at the little
dog park planned near the library. It seems it would benefit the entire neighborhood and, indeed, all of us
in Oakland, to have a gathering space on that rather neglected corner of the park near the freeway
entrance. With all the competition for space in our wonderful city I hope you will agree that making better
use of this park makes a lot sense.

Sincerely
Larry Hayden
Valerie Mitchell
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

John Baumann [jbaumann@piconetwork.org]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 31, 2012 2:21 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: dog park

Dear Ann Clevenger,
I’m writing in support of a dog park at the corner of Lakeshore and MacArthur.
I walk daily around the lake and have become accustomed to the large dog population in the area. The
dog park will be good for the neighborhood. Healthy community building will be formed when people
gather at this corner for their daily dog visits. Like the playground nearby, it will bring together people
from various neighborhoods, ethnicities and ages to share their love of dogs.
This project has been approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission. It needs to move ahead and
get built.
John Baumann
John A. Baumann, S.J.
PICO Founder & Director of Special Projects

171 Santa Rosa Ave
Oakland, CA 94610
510-655-2801 x 114
www.piconetwork.org
www.picointernational.org
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

lapetitefleur@juno.com

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 6:26 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: dog park

Hello, I am writting you to let you know there are many people that want the dog park at Merrit.
I have to drive so far to alameda when i like to shop in the grand lake and piedmont area.
thank you,
angela green

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

susan oldershaw [lottydah2002@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 07, 2012 9:57 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: dog park

Dear Ann - I am a resident of the China Hill neighborhood and I have 2 dogs. I also happen to be
a senior citizen with a mobility problem so walking is limited for me. I have been waiting (and
so have my dogs) for a friendly place in Oakland to take my dogs since I moved here. Oakland
turns out to be the most unfriendly dog city I have lived in. I currently take my dogs to the dog
park in Alameda or to Point Isabel. What a pleasure it would be to be able to walk to a dog park
and while they were playing and running off their energy to socialize with my neighbors. The
proposed dog park would still leave space for other activities and I believe the proximity to the
playground is perfect. It is a wonderful and health generating thing for children to be exposed to
animals. Caring about other living creatures makes for better human beings. We have waited so
long for this. I believe this will be an asset to our neighborhood and people's fears about it will
turn out to be misguided. Please help make it happen. Thank you for taking the time to read
this.
Susan Oldershaw
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Leigh McDougall [leighnan@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, December 19, 2011 9:46 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park

Dear Ann Clevenger,
I wanted to express to you my opposition to the proposed placement of a dog park currently
under consideration. I feel it would be a detriment to the open green space we all enjoy- while I
am sympathetic to the need for a dog park, I feel a better location would be at the old stable area
near the children's fairyland. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Leigh McDougall
377 Santa Clara Ave #103
Oakland, Ca. 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

eric mullen [emullen55@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, December 10, 2011 12:45 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: dog park

hello,
please do not allow a dog park at the
astro park location. This would create
a smelly, messy, ugly area where it
is now a nice, green, open space. Please
do not destroy good green space in
the city. We have very little left.
i am against a dog park in this location.
thank you,
eric mullen
438 Staten Ave., #307
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Justin Fawsitt [fawsitt@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Saturday, October 22, 2011 5:37 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am writing to let you know that I'm opposed to the projected Dog
Park at Lake Merritt's Astro Park. I have been a resident of this area
for over 20 years and while I welcome the wonderful improvements
recently implemented, I think a dog park would not be a good idea
at all. Please preserve this open grassy lawn for everybody, children
especially.
Thank you,
Justin B Fawsitt
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ralph Morewitz [rsmorew@pacbell.net]

Sent:

Thursday, December 08, 2011 10:27 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; rkaplin@oaklandnet.com

Cc:

dogpeople@comcast.net

Subject: Dog Park - I support it.
Our son, Benjamin, would love to have a dog. We do not have one. We would welcome an opportunity to
visit the dog park near the playground and the library.
Ralph Morewitz
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

holberding@aol.com

Sent:

Monday, December 05, 2011 2:04 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; nnadel@oakllandnet.com; At Large; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

lakeviewdog@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Park - Oakland
Good afternoon,
Frankly, I am surprised that the issue of the Lakeview Dog Play area is still not resolved
Did we not vote on this some years back?
What was all the hoopla about a couple of months ago?
Oakland is way behind when it comes to pets and we are known for being non-pet friendly.
Let's change this, please
Many of us that live in the area, Adams point, etc are willing to take on the responsibility of maintaining
the park
Perhaps it would even benefit local merchants and stimulate growth? What a novel idea
Please move this project forward and get it done.
Thank you from a local tax payer
H W. Olberding

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

kristajean05@yahoo.com
Saturday, February 04, 2012 9:43 AM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Dog Park - Yes

Hello,
Please approve the dog park for lake Merritt. As an Oakland native I have love the lake
all my life and would love to be able to have a space to being my dog.
Thanks!
Krista
Sent from my iPhone

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Desiree Therianos [dtherianos@gmail.com]
Monday, January 16, 2012 10:06 AM
Clevenger, Ann
Dog Park Approval

I am writing in request of the proposed dog park in the Lakeview/Grand Avenue area.
Please approve the dog park being created. The area is very lively and I'd love a
place where I can take my daughter and two dogs where they can enjoy playing together!
I reside in Oakland Jaoquin Miller area and we spent a lot of time by the lake.
Thank you!
Desiree Therianos

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tom Elke [tom.elke@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, January 06, 2012 4:45 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park at Astro Park Proposal Opposition

Dear All:
I am an Oakland resident writing you in fervent opposition to the proposed dog park in Astro
Park approximately 4 blocks from my family's home. I come from a long-line of dog-lovers.
Indeed, over the holidays there were no less than five dogs in my home. Dogs have played a
very important role in my life from childhood. Nevertheless, my family and I adamantly oppose
any proposed dog park in Astro Park. I have never attended a city council meeting nor
contacted an elected official, but this is such a bad idea and so damaging to my community I am
forced to express my opposition.
I love dogs. But this dog park is a horrible idea that will hurt my community. My family and
I oppose this proposal completely.
Sincerely,
Tom Elke
704 Calmar Ave.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Peter Cole [peter.cole@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:32 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog park at Astro Park

Ms. Ann Clevenger:
Subject:

Proposed dog park at Astro Park

Dear Ann:
I am resending a letter dated November 1, 2011 sent to the following persons by email.
Ms. Ann Clevenger
Ms. Pat Kernighan
Ms. Rebecca Kaplan
Ms. M. Nadele
Dear Ladies:
I urge you to drop plans to construct a dog park on the playfield at Astro Park.
I am a man in my seventies and was saddened to learn that you all propose to create a dog park
in the middle of the playfield at Astro Park. I walk to the park almost every day and today was
no exception. I saw no dogs or persons walking dogs in the area of Astro Park but I did notice
that right where you propose to construct the dog park there were a meaningful number of young
adults playing. This is often the case. So it seems to me that while persons of all ages use the
proposed dog park area for recreation purposes, a dog park would substantially limit recreation
space for persons. While on weekends the dog traffic is likely heavier there is ample area around
the lake for persons to walk and exercise their dogs on leash. Worse still is the possibility that
the dog park would not attract the number of dogs the proponents may argue but it certainly
would deprive people use of the area for recreation. In effect the proposed dog park gives
priority to dogs and/or dog owners, which I do not think is appropriate given that there are
alternatives places for dogs.
Secondly, while it does not occur frequently there I have witness times when certain dogs
became unruly and a threat particularly to small children who sometimes stray from their central
play area. A dog park would presumably increase the number of dogs present and thus increase
the chance of a dog attack.
For the reasons stated above I urge you to please deny the conditional use permit application for
a fenced off-leash dog area at Astro Park.
Sincerely,
Peter Cole
CC:

saveastropark@gmail.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Eduardo Portal [eportal@elword.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 8:03 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Park at Lake Merrit Site: Terrible Idea.

Please let the Planning Commission now that I add my voice to oppose the use of the grassy area
between the Lakeview Library and McArthur Blvd as a dog park.
The proposed dog park will be not only a nuisance, an eyesore and a liability to the city; it will endanger
the children playing in the nearby play structure and the dogs themselves due to the high traffic
intersection where it will be located.
Respectfully,
Eduardo Portal.
697 Calmar Av.
Oakland CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

joe contreras [jojosix@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 12:49 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park at Lake Merritt

Hi,
I have live two block from Lake Merritt for over 20 years and have two small
dogs for five years now. when I moved to Oakland from Alameda in 1991
there were very few dogs in the area now there are so many dogs. I feel
dog owners are being under served in the area. I frequently take my dogs
to Alameda small dog park and occasionally to parks in Oakland that forbid
dogs, I fell I don't have a choice in my neighborhood. I implore you to
support a dog park at Lake Merritt.
Thank You!
Joe Contreras
1470 Alice st unit 301
Oakland, CA 94612
510.593.7925

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Walter McDowell [walterm2@me.com]
Thursday, March 01, 2012 1:32 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Emily Rosenberg
Dog Park at Lake Merritt

I am a home owner near Lakeshore and Mandana, and I'm in favor of the dog park. It
seems quite ridiculous that there is no place for me and my dog in my own
neighborhood, much less anywhere in a park near me. Oh gee I live near a huge park,
but NO DOGS ALLOWED!
COME ON!! People visiting from out of town seem very
surprised by this, and tell me of all the dog friendly places they have in their
cities. I go to the Alameda dog park at least 4 times a week. There I see first hand
what a great place a dog park is for community, and just general good vibes! You may
say that the ANTI dog park people are in the majority in Oakland, well duh, that's
because the tradition here is inhospitable to dogs and people with dogs are not
attracted to living here. But be assured their are plenty of dog owners in Oakland
that are ready for a change. It can only be a good thing. I am so upset when I look at
the "Save Astro park" propaganda, and I know from experience that it is truly
propaganda. This is just another example of misguided, self righteous, people like the
ones against gay marriage, and fair healthcare. I don't understand it. How can
something so right be so wrong. Go figure.
Please make progress to make Oakland a better place for everyone!
Sincerely,
Walter McDowell

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Martin [mkmpp@sbcglobal.net]
Thursday, December 29, 2011 8:57 AM
Clevenger, Ann
Dog Park at Lake Merritt

Many citizens of Oakland with dogs would like to share the beautiful space at Lake
Merritt. Many of us don't have children and view our dogs as our children and we are
tax paying citizens, just like everyone else. Since dogs are allowed only one space
in all of the city (thanks to mayor Quan) in Joachim Miller Park, we would like a
space downtown closer to Oakland shopping where are furry friends could enjoy
themselves.
Since the dog park opened at Joachim Miller Park, the park has become a safer, more
people friendly park. Gone are the criminal elements which is directly related to the
increase in dogs and their responsible owners who frequent the park daily. Please do
the right thing as San Franciscans have repeatedly done and help create more space for
our furry friends.
Thanks for your ear.
Mark Martin
2110 Mastlands Drive
Oakland, Ca. 94611
Sent from my iPad

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jessica A. Knoblauch [jessica.knoblauch@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, November 22, 2011 8:40 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large; jeanquan4@gmail.com

Subject: dog park at Lake Merritt

Dear C ouncil member and Mayor Quan,
I live near the proposed dog play area at Lake Merritt, and I strongly support this project. It’s been in
planning for 11 years, and approved twice. It’s about time to move forward on this project. It is
that will benefit hundreds of people in the immediate area, and something that is badly needed.
approve this project. There are s o few places for dogs and their owners in Oakland. Together we
change this .
Thank you.

Sincerely,
Jessica
-Jessica A. Knoblauch
Freelance Writer/Editor
jessicaknoblauch.org

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

home [srbchem@pacbell.net]
Monday, January 02, 2012 6:42 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Dog Park at Lake Merritt Splash Pad

To Whom It May Concern,
As an Oakland resident and frequenter of Lake Merritt and its environs, the proposed
dog park seems like a reasonable approach to enable dog owners to access this
wonderful resource without compromising it for others.
Politics is the art of compromise.
Steve Rosenberg
2323 Bywood Drive
Oakland

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Pamela Blair [pamelab@synth.org]
Tuesday, March 13, 2012 1:10 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Dog Park at Lake Merritt

I am a psychologist, working in Berkeley, CA. I have a client who lives very near
Lake Merritt. She is quite isolated; she is nearly a shut-in. She loves dogs, and
I've encouraged her to get one, but she cannot have one in her apartment building. If
there were a dog park at Lake Merritt, this woman would have much more access to the
animals she loves, and would be more motivated to go out regularly to enjoy the dogs
of others.
Pamela Blair, Ph.D.

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ariel Luckey [arielluckey@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, October 28, 2011 3:56 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; At Large

Subject: Dog park by Lake Merritt

Hello,
I am writing to emphatically urge you to vote AGAINST creating a dog park in Astro Park. I
grew up in Adams Point and have lived and voted in Oakland all my life. I have spent a lot of
time in Astro Park and now bring my kids to play in the tot area. A dog park would turn the
green space brown, be noisy, smelly and scary for the kids who come to play (my boys are 5 and
2 and don't like being around stranger dogs), and totally change the quality of the park. I
understand the need but I am very convinced that there are other more appropriate places to
locate a dog park.
No dog park at Astro Park!!!
-Ariel Luckey
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mari Kubota [mari.kubota@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 03, 2012 2:19 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

dogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Dog Park by Lake Merritt

Hi there,
I am a resident of Oakland:
328 Hanover Ave Apt 19
Oakland CA
94606
Myself and my partner have 2 dogs. There are sooooo.. many dogs in our neighborhood and no
dog parks!
We walk around the lake and would walk frequently to a dog park if there were to be one built
on the plot of land between Grand Ave., Macarthur Blvd, and Lakeshore Ave.
Each park in our neighborhood is posted with a "no dogs allowed" sign and it would be amazing
to have a dog park so close by. I know many of my neighbors feel the same way.
The plot of land that folks are proposing for the "Lakeview Dog Play Area" is a highly underutilized space and so many citizens would benefit from this addition!
Thank you for considering this! Our dogs need a place to play!
Mari Kubota
-Mari Kubota, Licensed Community Acupuncturist & Masseuse
www.marikubota.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ricky Alperton [ealpe2004@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 9:23 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Park by the Lake

Dear Commissioner,
Please consider denying the conditional use permit for an off leash dog park near Lake Merritt.
It is a wonderful spot already used by the community, I am sure some of whom pay taxes. There
are children, soccer players, boot camp people, sun bathers and people like me who just like to
walk and watch all the socializing and activities in my neighborhood.
The Lake is a beautiful open space. I do not consider fences, dusty soil and excrement smells to
be an asset to our Jewel. This is one of the first places that visitors see when entering the Grand
Lake area. Please do not allow for destruction.
It is unfortunate that Lakeshore is getting overrun by the homeless and you have to already walk
around people's dogs. A dog park will only bring more dogs. I would like to see more shoppers!
I have been a home owner in Cleveland Heights for 13 years. I just sold my big home to
downsize. I am strongly considering buying my next home in another city. Diversity is good but
you have to choose what is better for all, not just a few.
Oakland has its troubles. We need to attract people who have money and can buy homes in this
area and are invested in making neighborhoods better. Who are these people who want the Park.
Are they homeowners? I know that homes usually come with some yard. Are they transient
renters? Hmmmm? I can take a guess.
Thank you for your consideration.
Eleanor Alperton
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Swetta Abeyta [swettabeyta@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 12:56 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog park concern

Dear Commissioners,
I have lived in the Grand ave area for 5 years. I encourage you to NOT approve the conditional
use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park.
Please consider that although there are many dog lovers in the world, there are also many people
that don't share this enthusiasm. There are always a few owners that don't have control of their
dogs and also don't pick up after their dogs. Astro park is not a good location for dogs due to the
fact that the patrons using the kids park and remaining open grass will be forced into close
proximity with these owners/dogs. In my opinion a dog park should be placed in an area that
doesn't force a large amount of unintentional interaction between dogs and others.
Is seems as if there are better alternatives to the dog park location. Some, within the lake Merritt
area. However, Astro Park has a steady user base of kids, athletes, and farmer's market patrons.
It would be a shame to alter this beautiful green, family friendly space.
Thank you,
Swetta Abeyta
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

McCullen, Leigh

Sent:

Wednesday, July 27, 2011 11:43 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject:

Dog Park Emailed Comments

Attachments: Astro Park; Astro Park Proposed Dog Park; dog park; Astro Dog Park; Dog Park at Lakeshore/MacArthur; FW: dog park
Neighbor comments that I’ve received thus far.
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Copy Services
From:

john nunes [jnunes@earthlink.net]

Sent:

Thursday, December 29, 2011 10:13 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: dog park for Oakland
Dear Ms Clevenger;
Please do the right thing for the city of Oakland and approve the small dog park at Lakeshore and
MacArthur. Currently, I have to take my 2 dogs to either Piedmont or Alameda to get them out in
the open with other dogs. It would be great if we could have something in our neighborhood.
Thanks.
John Nunes
305 Perkins street, Oakland 94610

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tea Ho [minitea25@gmail.com] on behalf of Tea Ho [hello.teaho@gmail.com]
Sunday, December 18, 2011 7:54 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Dog Park in Adams Point Area

To whom it may concern,
I moved to Oakland's Adam's Point neighborhood in August. I have a cheerful dog who
loves to go out and meet other dogs. Unfortunately, at the moment, there is nowhere
near my neighborhood for me to do that, so I continue to take him to a dog park I used
to go to in Berkeley. That is quite a drive away. The dog park in Berkeley is well
maintained by its community and I have a sense of community when I go there.
Unfortunately, it is not *my* community. When I heard that ODOG is planning on
building a dog park in Oakland, I got so excited! I would love to be able to get that
sense of camaraderie and neighborhood from my own neighborhood.
Dog parks are a great way to socialize people as well as dogs. Dogs that frequent dog
parks are less likely to be aggressive or destructive.
I hope this project will have your support.
Thank you!
Tea Ho
925.234.2369

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

cristele.lartigue@gmail.com on behalf of cristele Giath [cristele@altglobe.com]
Saturday, January 07, 2012 1:07 PM
Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; At Large
Dog park in AstroPark: great idea!`

Thank you for making a long time needed dog park in Astropark. This is probably one of
the best place around Lake Merritt for it.
A proud dog owner and her family,
Cristele Lartigue.

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nelson Reeds [nelson.reeds@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 03, 2012 2:01 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog park in Lake Merritt park

HelloI'm writing to express my desire to have a dog park near Lake Merritt.
I am a resident of the area and would love a place to get together with fellow dog loving
neighbors - it's not just for the dogs!
Thanks very much!
Nelson
-Nelson Reeds
1565 Madison St
Suite 401
Oakland CA 94612
510-207-2131 cell
510-628-0710 home
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tonishia Martinson [queenofgreen2010@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Saturday, October 15, 2011 9:15 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large; jeanquan4@gmail.com

Cc:

ODOGPARKS@comcast.net

Subject: DOG PARK IN OAKLAND
hi City Hall: LOOK at SCZ Dog Parks, San Jose Dog Parks, Sacramento Dog Parks, San Fransico Dog Parks, Santa Rosa Dog Parks(NONE
them have any lawsuit or fights over dogs that "jumps/attack people"..... and Dog Parks is Special park for ALL DOGS that gets along w other
dogs/people. i went dog parks ALL my life, i am owner of my dog.... ITS RARE that dog would jump 5feet or 5 1/2feet fence(NOT EVEN Great
Dane or Agility dogs) its VERY RARE. and, IF you dont accept this.... there is VERY GOOD chance for dogs to become aggressive toward
people/animals DUE TO NO SOCIALIzing! i volunteered at many shelters, some dogs turned up with owners saying their hometown(Oakland)
DIDNT have any parks for their dogs to play, get socialings.... and because that, they CANNOT take their dogs out anytime due to their dogs
barkings, growlings at everyone!(all because no Socialings) TRM/AM, KM, S.Jr M(TRM=Tonishia R Minard(owner of three pets), AM=Aang
Minard(my dog), KM=Katara Minard(my snake), S.Jr=Sokka Jr Minard(my rescued lizard))

i typed this in Facebook, i ought for YOU ALL to read this and check different dog parks. its
TRUE. my dog Aang is in Agility Classes, he is 85 pounds dog(if stand, 5'8" tall) with ability to
jump 3feet, but ALWAYS Fails 5feet. there is many champ Agility dogs but THEY ALL cant
jump 5feet or 5 1/2 feet tall fence. and what i typed is TRUE. bring YOUR kids or grandkids to
SJ dog park or SR dog patrk or SAC dog park and tell ur kids to walk past fence, YOU WILL
SEE dogs being happy to see people, they might stand on fence or barking(in HAPPY way) but
they NEVER jumps over fence. i am aunt of twins who is 5years old now, they LOVES to stand
behind fence and petting dogs through fence holes, there is NONE harm done to them. in SJ dog
park, there is KIDS playground RIGHT next to dog park..... NOT EVEN dog jumped over fence
to fight w kids playing next part of park.
Tonishia, Aang, Katara, Sokka Jr Minards
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Christopher Wike [chrisjwike@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 2:19 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Park near Astro Park

Ms. Clevenger
Good afternoon
I and my family are local to Astro Park and use the park on almost a daily basis.
I am writing this email in regards to the proposed off leash dog run near the Astro Park
playground. Please DENY the approval of the conditional use permit, for the following reasons:
as the enclosed area becomes over used the grass has no chance to recover, becomes hard and
turns to none vegetative soil. The maintenance of the area increases because the wind and water
erosion needs to be controlled so that the area sediment does not run into the drains and increase
the turbidity of the surrounding water. The side affect of closing off the that much area is the
proposed open space will also see a more concentrated use and may not have a chance to recover
either. In turn this will produce the same result as the hard soiled dog park or the open space
closes for a period of time to allow for the ground to recover and the dog park stays open.
Which I believe is not an equitable solution seeming that the status-quo does not produce the
negative results as adding a dog park. The park houses a multitude of uses,i.e. soccer, volleyball,
baseball to name a few.These activities would not be able if the open space was decreased,
because many of them occur at the same time. Lasty and probably most important is safety!
Increased concentration of dogs means increased chances of dog fights, dogs biting children,
increased dog defecation on public areas. This in-turn can lead to more lawsuits that the city has
to deal with or is involved in.
I love dogs I have grown up with dogs most of my life. I think a local dog park could be a good
idea, but the benefit of the few should not burden the many.
Regards,
Christopher Wike
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Beth Morris-Wong [skyokwa2000@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 9:09 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Pattillo@pgadesign.com; Brunner, Jane; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Schaaf, Libby; De La Fuente, Ignacio; Brooks, Desley; Reid, Larry; Kaplan, Rebecca

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net; Quan, Jean

Subject: Dog park please
I would like to see a dog park in the Lake Merritt area. Dog owners have to
drive to Alameda or Berkley. The space is used by soccer players already and
would be a great place for the community to socialize. It will also help cut
down on crime.
Beth Morris-Wong
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Francis Upton [francisu@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 08, 2012 1:58 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Martha Lyman

Subject: dog park proposal for Astro Park

Dear Ms. Cleavenger:
I'm writing to oppose the proposal for the dog park at Astro Park. Our daughter regularly uses the
park to play soccer, and we are there nearly every Saturday in conjunction with the Farmer's
market where most of the time the park is fully used.
This tract of green space is very important both visually and functionally given its central
location. To have an enclosed dog park would change it in a negative way.
My understanding is there are some alternative locations for the dog park that are possible and
have not been fully investigated. I urge you to consider another location.
Kind regards,
Francis Upton IV
567 Walavista Ave
Oakland, CA 94610

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Anna Hurty [anna@hurty.net] on behalf of anna hurty [anna@hurty.com]
Monday, October 31, 2011 8:55 PM
Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Dog park/run

Hi there - I'm writing just to say how much I am opposed to having a dog run in Astro
Park. It is a delightful wide open space, of which there aren't very many in our busy
neighborhood. Please don't allow it to turn in to a chain-link enclosure for a smelly,
bark-filled place where adults and children can no longer enjoy a picnic or the chance
to play and run in the sun.
Humans first...pets next.
Thanks in advance,
Anna Hurty
565 Bellevue Avenue
www.birthgarden.com

1

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

cram103@juno.com

Sent:

Thursday, January 26, 2012 9:03 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park Support

I would hope that there is still some way that part of the Lake Merritt park area could be
designated as for dogs and dog walking. Sincerely, Carmen Rodriguez, formerly of north San
Leandro and now of union city, calif 94587.. ph 510 475-0161
____________________________________________________________

53 Year Old Mom Looks 33
The Stunning Results of Her Wrinkle Trick Has Botox Doctors Worried
consumerproducts.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

lapetitefleur@juno.com

Sent:

Friday, January 13, 2012 12:27 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park Support

Dear Ann,
Please give special consideration to the dog park issue. It is needed for those of us who wish to
exercise our pets in a safe place, not only for the dogs but for peoples safety. Thank You for
your time.
angela green
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Raffe, Sydelle, SSA [DRaffe@acgov.org]

Sent:

Friday, January 13, 2012 10:24 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

'ODOG -Emily Rosenberg'

Subject: Dog Park Support
Please share our parks and support the Lake Merrit dog park. It will be a much friendlier and welcoming
city.
Sydelle Raffe
Management Analyst
Office of Data Management
Information Services Division
510-271-9174 (29174)
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

susan oldershaw [lottydah2002@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 23, 2012 10:39 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park Support

Hi - I think the dog park would be such an asset for our Lake Merritt neighborhood. The image
of dogs and their owners, alongside children playing in a playground would be a beautiful sight
to behold. And, of course, it is a healthy thing for children to develop a love for other living
things. The Lake Merritt dog park would be close enough to my China Hill neighborhood for me
to walk. So, as a senior citizen this would give me incentive to go outside with my 2 dogs, get a
little exercise and also socialize with people and their dogs. I have seen pictures of the proposed
dog park and met some of the activists who have worked long and hard to make this happen. I
am confident that these committed people would see to it that the park would be maintained. In
spite of all the dogs I see, Oakland is not a very dog friendly city. At this time, I drive to
Alameda or Point Isabel, using gas and adding to the pollution. Sometimes, I stop in Alameda
and make purchases which takes away from Oakland revenues. I hope that the time I can take my
dogs to my neighborhood dog park is nearing. Thank you, Susan Oldershaw
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Julie Skoler [julieskoler@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 23, 2012 9:29 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

ODOG

Subject: Dog Park Support

i fully support a dog park at lake Merritt! please make it happen! i would walk there with my
dog and enjoy the community.

julie skoler
657 capell street
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

lapetitefleur@juno.com

Sent:

Friday, March 23, 2012 9:09 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog Park Support

Please take time to understand how very important this dog park will be for the community. I'll
keep this short,
so you'll have the time to consider the needd.
angela green

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Susan Fong [sfisher@pixar.com]
Saturday, March 24, 2012 3:05 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Dog Park Support

I am an Oakland homeowner and resident of 10 years.
During this time, I have
routinely had to drive out of city limits in order to get a place to allow my dog to
play off leash.
Some of the newer parks like Mosswood are frankly too frightening to
visit alone (dwarfed by a freeway, no one would hear you scream).
If the Lake
Merritt dog park were approved, it would provide a place where I could walk to a dog
park.
Note that my weekend routine of driving to Alameda's park means that I frequent
Alameda's businesses like their grocery stores, and coffee shops. Approving the park
means I would be spending my money and time in Oakland instead. I dream of being able
to get to know my Oakland neighbors, instead of making friends out in Alameda.
To those that claim there is no open green space?
I walk past MULTIPLE parks - like
FM Smith - to even get near the lake.
Parks are meant to be enjoyed by all
residents; the current restriction of no dogs in Oakland parks is discrimination.
But because that ordinance isn't going to disappear anytime soon, giving us a place to
go is the only answer.
The proposed site is perfect - it'll bring more shoppers (like me!) to the area, and
it is a busy enough area that I'll feel safe.
Please please approve the park s

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisse.hooker [lisse.hooker@yahoo.com]
Monday, December 26, 2011 4:12 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Dog park yes

I live in the lake merritt area, on Walker Ave. And have been waiting for
for the city to approve and build the dog park near the lake. I supported
million bond measure and, as a responsible dog owner, have not gotten any
would love to have a park in my neighborhood as opposed to driving to the
park every day.
Ann (Lisse) Hooker

1

many years
the 200
benefit. I
Alameda dog
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Neek Boggz [piercingsbyneek@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 04, 2012 12:26 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog park YES

We should have a fair share of legal space for our dogs. Very important for rent paying
apartment dwellers like myself. I live near grand ave and bellevue ave.
Sincerely. Nicholas Boggs
Love, Neek
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

gehry oatey [gehry@me.com]

Sent:

Saturday, October 22, 2011 10:33 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat

Cc:

Clevenger, Ann; At Large

Subject: dog park-???

Dear Council membersI have lived here in Oakland since 99 and as a homeowner since 2007. I wanted to express my
concerns over plans to make the under utilized park area near Lake Merritt into a dog park.
Have you seen what these dog parks actually become-they quickly turn to a dust and poop
infested areas.
Please take the time to do your research and see what these spaces become and what exists
nearby. There are a handful of them in berkeley. Here in Oakland, we have one of the largest
public dog friendly parks in the country right up the hill from the lake. Great for dogs and their
owners.
Just wanted to express my concerns with you all.
Best
gehry oatey
MPH Candidate 2012
San Francisco State University
510.395.5525
gehry@me.com

Oakland Planning Dept
Ann Clevenger: aclevenger @oaklandnet.com
City Council,
Pat Kernighan, District 2- pkernighan@oaklandnet.come
236-7002
Rebecca Kaplan, At-Large- atlarge@oaklandnet.com
238-7008

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

CBColeman comcast [cbcoleman@comcast.net]

Sent:

Monday, December 05, 2011 8:43 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: dog park-yes please

To Whom It May Concern;
I favor the installation of a dog park near the Lakeview library. Although our children are
grown up now we would have loved to have taken them to the playground,the dog park
and the library all on one visit. Having more people using that park is an important thing
for the neighborhood. We would enjoy seeing people and their dogs at play near the
Lake.
Clarence B. Coleman
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mike March [mike.march613@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 28, 2012 9:59 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Dog Parks are for People, Too!

This needs to be approved for the Lake Merritt area!
Dog Parks Are For People too!
-Michael G. March
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mary Ann Huckabay [huckabay@synth.org]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 12:47 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dog play area

Hello,
I'm writing in support of a dog play area at Lake Merritt-- I have run, walked, played in the Lake
Merritt area for years, and I think a doggie play area is a welcome addition.
Thank you, Mary Ann Huckabay
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Peter Cole [peter.cole@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, November 01, 2011 7:23 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

Kernighan, Pat; At Large; nnadele@oaklandnet.com

Subject: Dog playfield at Astro Park

Ms. Ann Clevenger
Ms. Pat Kernighan
Ms. Rebecca Kaplan
Ms. M. Nadele
Dear Ladies:
I urge you to drop plans to construct a dog park on the playfield at Astro Park.
I am a man in my seventies and was saddened to learn that you all propose to create a dog park
in the middle of the playfield at Astro Park. I walk to the park almost every day and today was
no exception. I saw no dogs or persons walking dogs in the area of Astro Park but I did notice
that right where you propose to construct the dog park there were a meaningful number of young
adults playing. This is often the case. So it seems to me that while persons of all ages use the
proposed dog park area for recreation purposes, a dog park would substantially limit recreation
space for persons. While on weekends the dog traffic is likely heavier there is ample area around
the lake for persons to walk and otherwise exercise their dogs. Worse still is the possibility that
the dog park would not attract the number of dogs the proponents may argue but it certainly
would deprive people use of the area for recreation. In effect the proposed dog park gives
priority to dogs and/or dog owners, which I do not think is appropriate given that there are
alternatives places for dogs.
Secondly, while it does not occur frequently there I have witness times when certain dogs
became unruly and a threat particularly to small child who sometimes stray from their central
play area. A dog park would presumably increase the number of dogs present and thus increase
the chance of a dog attack.
For the reasons stated above I urge to drop plans to construct a dog park.
Sincerely,
Peter Cole
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rufus L. Cole [rcole@rufuscole.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 1:00 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Run Near Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
I am sending this email to request that you DENY the conditional use permit application
for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. The rights of our children
and other adults should have a higher priority than our four legged friends and while I
respect the needs of dog owners, Astro Park is simply too small to accommodate a dog
run. If anything, the Park should be expanded for the use of individuals who would like
to picnic with family and friends. Please do not make this precious space more limiting
than what it already is.
Rufus L. Cole
Rufus L. Cole & Associates
720 Market Street, 10th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94102
Telephone: 415-956-8800
Facsimile: 415-956-8811
This communication constitutes an electronic communication within the meaning of the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC 2510, and its
disclosure is strictly limited to the recipient intended by the sender of this message. This communication may contain confidential and privileged material
for the sole use of the intended recipient and receipt by anyone other than the intended recipient does not constitute a loss of the confidential or privileged
nature of the communication. Any review or distribution by others is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient please contact the sender by
return electronic mail and delete and purge all copies of this communication.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lisa Cole [lisaryancole@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 2:19 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Dog Run Near Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to request that you DENY the temporary conditional use permit application for the
fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. The rights of our children and other adults
should be a higher priority then our our four legged friends and while I respect the needs of dog
owners, Astro Park is simply too small to accommodate a dog run. If anything the park should be
expanded for the use of individuals who like to picnic with family and friends. Our
granddaughter looks forward to playing on the play structure and running in the grass. She is
afraid of dogs and having a dog run so close would discourage her from playing in area that she
loves. Please do not make this precious space more limiting than what it is already.
Sincerely,
Lisa Ryan Cole
Resident of Oakland

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elia Racah [eracah@lmi.net]
Wednesday, March 14, 2012 4:34 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Dog run park at McArthur and Lakeshore

Please do not grant a permit for this blight on a nice green space.
Elia Racah,MD
775 Rosemount Rd
Oakland,CA 94610

1

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ralph Zackheim [spen28@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 5:16 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Schaaf, Libby

Cc:

Kaplan, Rebecca; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Dogs are fine, but not in the Astro Park

Hello Hard-working Public Servants - I've live and voted in Oakland (lower Fruitvale
and Dimond districts) since the mid-1980s,
so of course, I've seen the good and the bad.
I ask you, for the sake of one of the very good things in Oakland, to not turn the Astro
Park into a dog park (however, they
wish to name it). This is a wonderful space FOR PEOPLE..for soccer, as a tot lot, for
baseball, frisbee, picnickers, sunbathers,
musicians, flag football games, or just being out in the open, free from
having to deal with all of the things dogs do (pun intended).
I and many other Oaklanders urge you to reject (do not "compromise" on this) a fenced
dog run at Lakeshore
and MacArthur or else where near Lake Merritt.
thanks for your attention- R. Zackheim, Oakland
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ailian Chong [chongppr@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 27, 2012 6:05 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: don´t fence off Astro Park

Please do NOT locate a dog park in the wonderful open space that
we have on MacArthur between Lakeshore & Grand. Dog owners
need to find a different location. Humans before mascotas.
Best wishes,
Oy-Lene Chong
Spruce St.
Oakland, CA
chongppr at yahoo dot com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarah Wilhelm [sarah3wilhelm@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 4:15 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: email in support of dog park

Hi Ann,
Please find my email below supporting the proposed dog park! Thanks for all of your efforts in
making this park a reality!
Dear members of the Planning Commission,
I live right off of Grand and Lake Merritt with my husband and dog and we are in great need of a
dog park! When we moved to this area we were shocked to learn that we were not allowed to
take our well-behaved pet into any of the park space around the lake, even on leash! So when we
heard about this proposed dog park we breathed a sigh of relief, but we see that there is still work
to be done to make it a reality.
The very large community of local dog owners desperately need a place to take their dogs. In my
opinion it's ridiculous to have all of this publicly funded park space that doesn't even include a
place where we can take our pet, and the Lakeview dog play area would take a necessary step in
the right direction. We would benefit greatly from having a space where our dog can run off
leash and have fun fetching the ball and playing with other dogs, and meanwhile I can meet and
greet my neighbors. It would be enhance the lives of our dogs but also our lives as members of
this community! Please PLEASE bring this proposed park into reality!
Thank you,
Sarah Wilhelm

Proofpoint

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

proofpoint-pps@oaklandnet.com

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 7:00 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: End User Digest: 2 New Messages
End User Digest: 2 New Messages
For Ann Clevenger (AClevenger@oaklandnet.com)

The emails listed below have been placed in your personal Quarantine since you received your last End
User Digest. They will be deleted after 14 days. To deliver an e-mail to your inbox, click on Release. To
deliver an e-mail to your inbox and add the e-mail sender to your Safe Senders List, click on Safelist.
This ensures that no emails from that sender will be blocked in the future. To report messages that are
not spam but are reported in the digest, click on Not Spam.
Request New End User Digest Request Safe/Blocked Senders List Manage My Account Help
Quarantine

Score From
Release Safelist Not Spam
Release Safelist Not Spam

77 apache@emailmeform.com
90 cleaning.services@marioshaven .com

For more information contact your System Administrator.

Powered by Proofpoint Protection Server

Subject
I support the Lakeview Dog Park!
Stop cleaning your home, hire
someone for cheap.

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrew J. Nelson [ajnelson196@gmail.com]
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 9:05 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Establishing a dog park at Lake Merritt

Dear Ms. Clevenger:
I am writing in support of establishing a dog park at Lake Merritt. I am a relatively
new dog owner in Oakland, and have been both surprised and dismayed at how few parks
are available nearby in which dogs can run free and socialize with other dogs. From
my house in Upper Lakeshore, my main options are to drive up to Montclair (Redwood
Park) or to the Albany "Bulb" or to Ohlone Park in Berkeley. But there's nothing near
my house that I can walk to.
Surely, the vast size of Lake Merritt can accommodate at least one dog area, and the
"Lakeview" area seems just right. Banning dogs from the entire park strikes me as
extreme and unfair -- and does not seem to serve any public purpose.
I hope you will move to establish an appropriate area for dogs and rectify a critical
shortage in Oakland.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Andrew Nelson
693 Walavista Ave
Oakland, CA 94610

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

john nolan [johndnolan@me.com]
Thursday, April 05, 2012 2:04 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Fenced off park

Hi Ms Clevinger,
If you could please help deny the proposal to fence off a dog park at Astro park, I
would really appreciate it.
I feel it would detract from the beauty of, and the public use of Astro Park.
Thank you for considering my request!
John
Sent from my iPhone

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

peter grube [pgru@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 10:59 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

Kernighan, Pat; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Fw: Dog Park At Astro

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am writing today to urge the Planning Commisioners to deny the conditional use permit for a
fenced dog area in Eastshore Park (Astro Park). This small neighborhood park is well used and
has been enjoyed by generations of Oaklanders. Many groups use the space for organized sports
activities. Soccer, volleyball, flag football, frisbee, baseball (at the backstop), boot camps,
Brazilian Martial Arts, circle rules football, hoolahoop, yoga and slack lining are just some of the
groups recently using this marvelous open space. There are also adults and kids overflowing
from the tot lot, people playing with their kids, and some folks who just like to walk across the
grass. These activities are so varied that they require a large open space. The beauty is we
already have this level open space at Astro Park.
Please don't allow a fence to be put up and subtract almost half of the open field. The proposed
fence would not only compress all these activities into half the available space, but it would also
ruin the impressive sight lines for those who are simply passing by. Where else in Oakland do
we have an uninterrupted view of a large lawn in this type of urban area? Old google maps show
that the open space, at one time extended all the way to Lake Park where the Kwikway and
Grand Lake Theater are located. When the highway came through, that open space was cut back
to what is now Astro Park. Astro Park is all that is left of our gateway to Lake Merritt. Let's not
further divide this unique and valued space.
A fenced dog run at Astro Park would dominate the space and invite hazards and nuisances.
Service trucks would be required to back in from busy Lakeshore Avenue and cross a congested
sidewalk in very close proximity to toddlers. The fence line would run directly along the foul
line of the baseball backstop and extend along the perimeter of the tot lot forcing users to adjust
their play to avoid interference from the new structure. Freedom to participate in a variety of
activities would be restricted due to new space constraints. All sports field users, pedestrians
passing by, people waiting for buses and tot lot users would be subject to smell, noise and dust
from the proposed dog park. Visually it would be a downgrade for everyone, even the thousands
who pass by in cars and on bikes every day.
This neighborhood park and in fact the entire area is heavily used but at the same time enjoyed
for its accessibility. Please don't place a limit on this enjoyment by overburdening the location
with a dog run development. We don't need to cover every available space with fixtures. In this
case the beauty is in the availability and openness provided to everyone.
Lastly, Oakland has been my home since 1981 and I have always had dogs. Oakland is a
fabulous place for dog owners with no less than five fenced off leash dog runs and thousands of
off leash acres available in the Oakland hills to take our pets along with many more options
nearby. The notion that, as dog owners, we are somehow being discounted or denied access is
ludicrous.
Please deny the conditional use permit for an enclosed off leash dog area in Eastshore (Astro)
Park. Keep Astro Park open and available for generations to come.
Thank you for your consideration.
Kind regards,
Peter Grube
Casterline Road
Oakland
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elizabeth Benhardt [benhardt@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:56 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Fw: Oakland Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger:
I would appreciate a response to my Oct. 23rd email. Thanks.
Elizabeth Benhardt
--- On Sun, 10/23/11, Elizabeth Benhardt <benhardt@sbcglobal.net> wrote:

From: Elizabeth Benhardt <benhardt@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: Oakland Dog Park
To: aclevenger@oaklandnet.com
Date: Sunday, October 23, 2011, 2:00 PM
Dear Ms. Clevenger:
I have just learned that a dog park/run will be built at the Astro park at MacArthur Blvd
Lakeshore Avenue. I am not opposed to establishing an off -eash area for dogs, but why
in heaven's name would it be planned at such a prominent and heavily utilized location.
I pass that intersection daily. I see children in the playground. And groups of kids, teens
and sometimes adults cavorting in the green fields, tossing a ball, playing volleyball or
practicing sports or simply running around. It's a place where the community gathers to
enjoy the green space. Astro Park is the gateway to Lake Merritt, the alleged "jewel" of
Oakland. I cannot imagine why city planners would intentionally blight the area with a
fenced in dog park.There are other more discreet areas bordering the lake which could be
reserved for dogs.
Please advise me if you are in favor of building the dog park in that location. Please
explain the plans, i.e. how much of the current park would be diminished? How high
would the fence be? How often would the dog area be cleaned and how would that be
funded? Also let me know what other areas have been considered and why they are
deemed inadequate.
As a long time resident of the neighborhood, I appreciate your response.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Benhardt
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Clevenger, Ann

Sent:

Sunday, February 05, 2012 7:44 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Fwd: I support the Astro Park Dog Play Area, please support it with me.

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Joshua Cox" <joshuajcox@gmail.com>
Date: February 4, 2012 11:12:34 AM PST
To: "Clevenger, Ann" <aclevenger@oaklandnet.com>
Cc: <odogparks@comast.net>, "Jeff Runey" <Jeffrouxster@gmail.com>
Subject: I support the Astro Park Dog Play Area, please support it with me.
Commissioner Clevenger,
Please support the dog play area at Astro Park. Oakland's ordinances against dogs in
public are in stark contrast to the incredible number of dogs I see walking my
neighborhood every day. Dogs need an outlet, and people who own dogs need a
responsible way to provide that to their animals. Well exercised dogs are quieter,
better behaved, and better members of their communities. With so many dogs
already walking the Lake, the community desperately needs this play area.
Thank you for your support.
Joshua Cox
Jeffrey Runey
270 Wayne #102
Oakland 94606
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Save Astro Park Group [saveastropark@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 10:34 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Fwd: no dogs in ASTRO PARK!!

This went only to Save Astro Park but was intended for you...
---------- Forwarded message ---------From: Jeanne Brown <jeannemab@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 9, 2012 at 9:38 AM
Subject: no dogs in ASTRO PARK!!
To: saveastropark@gmail.com
This spot is WAY TOO SMALL!!!!
We need this space for People!!
It would be out-of-control and would be expensive to monitor and
control the VOLUME of dogs and MESS!!!
THE CONVERGENCE OF DOGS THERE COULD BECOME A LIABILITY!!!
jmbrown

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mick Magill [mickm@cisco.com]
Monday, January 02, 2012 1:58 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
I STRONGLY support a Dog Park at Lake Merrit

I live at golflinks/880 in oakland, and have an 8 month old Malamute puppy. We bought
our house here 3 years ago, in large part so we could ford a backyard large enough to
have a large dog.
We are regular visitors to the Point Isobel dog park (in contra costa county) . A
usual visit involves a stop at the cafe at the park, and (often) a visit to businesses
in nearby Richmond (Joannes fabrics, various others).
We ALSO regularly go to Livermore, and the several off-leash areas there. If you take
a visit to Livermore you can see a thriving walkable downtown on first street, filled
with pet owners spending money at outside cafes, pubs, etc, with none of the alarmist
issues dog haters bring up.
Let's face it, the folks who can afford to own dogs in this economy tend to have
decent amounts of discretionary income, and I would prefer to see that money spent
locally.
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me, at mickm@cisco.com.
Please feel free to republish this missive in it's entirely.
Respectfully,
Mick Magill
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Victor Weisser [oaktownvic@comcast.net]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 9:30 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: I support the new dog park near Lake Merritt

We have an insufficient number of dog parks in the area around the proposed park and their
capacity is severely limited.
This park makes sense and will add to the value of the Lake Merritt area for Oaklanders.
Please expedite its approval and development.
Sincerely,
Victor Weisser
38 Bowles Place
Oakland, CA

94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Joshua Cox [joshuajcox@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 04, 2012 11:13 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comast.net; Jeff Runey

Subject: I support the Astro Park Dog Play Area, please support it with me.

Commissioner Clevenger,
Please support the dog play area at Astro Park. Oakland's ordinances against dogs in public are
in stark contrast to the incredible number of dogs I see walking my neighborhood every day.
Dogs need an outlet, and people who own dogs need a responsible way to provide that to their
animals. Well exercised dogs are quieter, better behaved, and better members of their
communities. With so many dogs already walking the Lake, the community desperately needs
this play area.
Thank you for your support.
Joshua Cox
Jeffrey Runey
270 Wayne #102
Oakland 94606

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul [pvidican@comcast.net]
Thursday, December 15, 2011 6:47 PM
Clevenger, Ann
I Support the Dog Park at Lake Merritt

Dear Planning Commission,
I live near the proposed dog play area at Lake Merritt, and I strongly support this
project. It’s been in planning for 11 years, approved twice, and is part of the Lake
Merritt Master Plan. It’s about time to move forward on this project. It is something
that will benefit hundreds of people in the immediate area, and something that is
badly needed. Please approve this project.
Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sunil Puthiyadam [sunilputhiyadam@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 02, 2012 7:33 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: I Support the Dog Park at Lake Merritt

Dear Planning Commission,
I strongly support this project. It’s been in planning for 11 years, approved twice, and is part of
the Lake Merritt Master Plan. It’s about time to move forward on this project. It is something
that will benefit hundreds of people in the immediate area, and something that is badly needed.
Please approve this project.
Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Virginia Palmer [VPalmer@fablaw.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, November 29, 2011 4:34 PM

To:

Nadel, Nancy; Kernighan, Pat; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: I support the dog park

I live and work in Oakland and would be delighted to see people use the park at Lakeshore and
MacArthur with their dogs. I do not own a dog, but think it is critically important that the community
provide access to parks for dog owners. Thanks, Virginia Palmer

VPalmer@fablaw.com

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ia Delphey [ia.delphey@sbcglobal.net]
Tuesday, March 13, 2012 9:28 AM
Clevenger, Ann
I support the dogpark

Ia Delphey
Sent from my iPhone

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

lindageo@earthlink.net
Friday, February 03, 2012 4:12 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
I support the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Dear Oakland Planning Commission,
I have been a resident of District 2 in Oakland for 19 years. Recently I reviewed a
schematic of the proposed Lake Merritt dog park. I strongly support the proposed plan
that will provide a safe place for dogs to play in my neighborhood. I understand that
a dog park is part of the Lake Merritt Master Plan. I hope the project will be
approved soon.
Thank you,
Linda Spencer and Rusty
1135 Clarendon Cr.
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ellen Gierson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, April 08, 2012 3:44 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Ellen Gierson

Sender's
Email*:

ellenrocs@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4175 Opal Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Larry Branquinho [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 17, 2012 10:43 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Larry Branquinho

Sender's
Email*:

labranquinho@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1401 Jackson St

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Stephanie Le [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 17, 2012 10:41 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Stephanie Le

Sender's
Email*:

stephkle@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

14th St and Jackson

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Janet Sessions [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 11:01 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Janet Sessions

Sender's
Email*:

jrsessions@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

421 48th St

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Christine Stark [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 11:41 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Christine Stark

Sender's
Email*:

cstark510@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1434 Everett Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ellen Gierson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 10:35 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Ellen Gierson

Sender's
Email*:

ellenrocs@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4175 Opal Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Teresa Jackson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 4:53 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Teresa Jackson

Sender's
Email*:

tajackster@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

Uptown Apartments

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Barbara Garber [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 12:45 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Barbara Garber

Sender's
Email*:

bagarber@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

423 Elwood Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,
We recently moved from San Francisco to Oakland, and were surprised to
find how awkward it is to have a dog and live near Lake Merritt. I strongly
support building a dog park at Lakeview Park. In San Francisco the dog
park was a social hub of the neighborhood, bringing people together. The
community atmosphere of a dog park like this promotes healthier dog
ownership, allowing easy access to dog exercise which prevents attacks on
both people and dogs. Dog parks in San Francisco typically safely share
grounds with a children's play area as well, providing conveniences for
many families who often own a dog and have a child.
We visit the other dog parks in Oakland, in lieu of having one in our
neighborhood, and have been surprised by how crowded they are.
Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Vanessa Jeschke [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 9:58 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Vanessa Jeschke

Sender's
Email*:

vanessa.jeschke@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

404 Euclid Ave, Upper Unit

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

LESLIE HILFORD [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 7:26 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

LESLIE HILFORD

Sender's
Email*:

LSHILFORD@HOTMAIL.COM

Sender's
Address*:

3307 WILSON PLACE

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Wendy Parks [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 5:45 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Wendy Parks

Sender's
Email*:

princesswendilynn@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

279 Lee St. #12, Oakland, CA 94610

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
This would be a great addition to our community. Please make this
happen!!!
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

terry lee [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 12:36 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

terry lee

Sender's
Email*:

fleeranch@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

haddon road and Hillgirt Circle, Oakland

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ariana Brandon [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 5:50 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Ariana Brandon

Sender's
Email*:

a_brandon@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

90th Ave and Thermal St.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

ihxgct@yiqsql.com ihxgct@yiqsql.com [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 10, 2012 10:22 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

ihxgct@yiqsql.com ihxgct@yiqsql.com

Sender's
Email*:

ihxgct@yiqsql.com

Sender's
Address*:

ihxgct@yiqsql.com

City of
Residence*:

ihxgct@yiqsql.com

Message*:

pYND5U <a href="http://dxstwjuokwpt.com/">dxstwjuokwpt</a>,
[url=http://mmotmyfhyaxi.com/]mmotmyfhyaxi[/url],
[link=http://vkylpevlykve.com/]vkylpevlykve[/link],
http://rhqegkxlxaej.com/
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Michael Rucci [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 6:18 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Michael Rucci

Sender's
Email*:

mikeinternet@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

Santa Clara and Valle Vista

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Natalie Reed [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 5:36 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Natalie Reed

Sender's
Email*:

futurenataliereed@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

480 Crescent St

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Natalie Reed [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 5:35 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Natalie Reed

Sender's
Email*:

futurenataliereed@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

480 Crescent St

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

karen eng [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 8:47 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

karen eng

Sender's
Email*:

prayerdame@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

3976 greenwood avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,

Message*:

I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park and ask that you move forward without further delay in implement the
voter approved park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access
for people and their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks
because they have been shown to build community, reduce crime, and
increase property values – all things Oakland can use right now. Please
approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

jasmine Halloran [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 6:17 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

jasmine Halloran

Sender's
Email*:

jhalloran25@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

Santa Clara and Valle Vista

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Julie Montoya [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:17 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Julie Montoya

Sender's
Email*:

jules_m@sbcglobal.net

Sender's
Address*:

3422 Elmwood Ave.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Julie Caffey [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 1:16 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Julie Caffey

Sender's
Email*:

juliecaffey@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4690 Tompkins, 3

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

joe contreras [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 1:11 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

joe contreras

Sender's
Email*:

jojosix@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

1470 alice st #301

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Wayne Walker [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 3:40 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Wayne Walker

Sender's
Email*:

ghostandthedarkness77@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

1231 16th Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you. Not all people can get out where the dogs parks are. I live a few blocks
from Lake Merritt and I think something like this is needed there. In this
case if people want to cry about how it might stress a child out then the
child has no business in public if a simple dark bark is going to stress them
out. A crying child stresses me out but they are still allowed to! be in public.
THIS IS NEEDED AND WANTED
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Diane Tebault [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 05, 2012 11:00 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Diane Tebault

Sender's
Email*:

goldengaterescue@sbcglobal.net

Sender's
Address*:

4016 Canon Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

elizabeth poore [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 05, 2012 10:55 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

elizabeth poore

Sender's
Email*:

bepoore@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

8418 aster ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Message*:

PS- I have read all the arguments against the dog park, and they are silly. I
have been peed on, bitten, spit on, run into, and had things thrown at me by
CHILDREN in oakland, but NEVER by a dog. It is absurd to ban dogs from
any part of any park, especially on a leash. Dogs are a necessary part a
healthy, wholesome and satisfying life, and banning them has no benefit.
The few downsides of having canines around can be ameliorated with
simple training, and enlisting dog owners in policing each other. If you
won't bow to reason and allow dogs around the lake, at least grant dog
owners this little piddly piece of ground. I drive past it several times a week,
and I have NEVER seen anyone but kids dressed as thugs and bums laying
on the ground use that piece of ground. The people arguing against the dog
park have serious control issues, and would benefit from having canine
company around. I don't even LIKE dogs, but I have eyes and a brain and
therefore can see and recogniz! e their value to healthy communities.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Terry Boom [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 05, 2012 8:30 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Terry Boom

Sender's
Email*:

terryboom@sbcglobal.net

Sender's
Address*:

Haddon and Athol

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, Opponents to
the proposed dog park would have you believe the park should not be
approved because parks should be for "everyone." By their logic, there
should be no tot lots, no basketball courts, tennis courts, soccer fields, or
other activity-specific parks because they are not for "everyone."

Message*:

Please don't be swayed by them. The Lake Merritt area is one of the most
densely populated areas of the city. It draws hundreds of recreational users,
including dog owners, but provides no off leash space. Dogs on leash are
relegated to the sidewalk only and banned from all nearby parks.
Both the Adams Point and Lake Merritt plans identified Eastshore Park as
the best park in the Lake Merritt area to address this inequity. Please
approve the Lakeview Dog Play Area.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elaine Wong [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 04, 2012 12:48 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Elaine Wong

Sender's
Email*:

greatmstuff415@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

greatmstuff415@yahoo.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now.
A dog park like this is a great addition and invaluable to the people of
Oakland. Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Chris Frostad [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 03, 2012 9:11 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Chris Frostad

Sender's
Email*:

frostad73@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

3045 Dakota Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

reenie raschke [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 02, 2012 10:30 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

reenie raschke

Sender's
Email*:

reenie@reenieimages.com

Sender's
Address*:

6100 Snake Road

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mary Stark [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 01, 2012 12:53 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Mary Stark

Sender's
Email*:

cstark510@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1434 Everett Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rose Hammerman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 02, 2012 9:23 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Rose Hammerman

Sender's
Email*:

hammermanrose@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

hammermanrose@gmail.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kerstin Haavimb [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 11:03 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Kerstin Haavimb

Sender's
Email*:

kerstinhaav@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

960 45th st. Oakland 94608

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Albion Roberts [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 5:56 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Albion Roberts

Sender's
Email*:

albioncloud@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

34th/Telegraph

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lisa Hanauer [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 1:57 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Lisa Hanauer

Sender's
Email*:

Gemmama@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1247 Holman Road

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jeamet Moore [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 5:08 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jeamet Moore

Sender's
Email*:

jeanet.moore@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

317 Lee St Apt F

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. The complaints that dogs would climb over the fence and attack
children have no foundational basis, as there are dog park/children park
combos in North Oakland and at Mosswood Park. Cities across the country
are building dog parks because they have been shown to build community,
reduce crime, and increase property values – all things Oakland can use
right now. Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kirsten Cowan [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 1:14 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Kirsten Cowan

Sender's
Email*:

kirstencowan@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

261 Lester Ave. Apt. 3

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park. I live
right in this neighborhood, and although it would be nice to take my
partner's dog there, I really want the park as a woman, frequently walking
the lake, and by the proposed park, I wish there was a critical mass of dog
owners frequenting the park and making the whole area safer and more
populated, especially after dark!
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tiffany Wagner [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 12:43 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Tiffany Wagner

Sender's
Email*:

tiffisalways@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

6348 Heather Ridge Way

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Margaret Laws [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 12:39 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Margaret Laws

Sender's
Email*:

hazel_motes@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

550 Glen View Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Joanne Docena [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 12:22 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Joanne Docena

Sender's
Email*:

Joville3@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1531 4th Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project so it can
start to be built asap. Enough of needless delays. Go yourself and sit there
and watch the activity or lack there of, on this spot. Are any of the people
against this plan actual dog owners? This is really an excleent spot, and
much needed , so why keep debating it... It is time to take action and move
forward.. There is NO real reason NOT to have this done.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Maria Lepe [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 12:04 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Maria Lepe

Sender's
Email*:

changita4011@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1500 50th Ave Oakland, CA 94601

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
-Maria Lepe
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Betsy Block [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 11:59 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Betsy Block

Sender's
Email*:

bets@bbaum.com

Sender's
Address*:

742 Wesley Way Apt 2C

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Vanessa Jeschke [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 11:46 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Vanessa Jeschke

Sender's
Email*:

vanessa.jeschke@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

404 Euclid Ave, Upper Unit

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

suzie rudloff [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 11:32 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

suzie rudloff

Sender's
Email*:

suzierudloff@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

underhills rd and grosvenor st.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

mindie dodson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 11:31 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

mindie dodson

Sender's
Email*:

mindiedodson@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

550 glenview ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Terry Kitagawa [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 11:31 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Terry Kitagawa

Sender's
Email*:

mixture_terry@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

5855 horton street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ruth Busbee [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 11:28 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Ruth Busbee

Sender's
Email*:

ruthbusbee@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

77 Fairmount Ave. Apt. 111

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kat Smith [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 9:55 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Kat Smith

Sender's
Email*:

katisca@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

4026 Canon Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Leslie Walker [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 6:37 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Leslie Walker

Sender's
Email*:

lwalker114@comcast.net

Sender's
Address*:

7527 Sterling Drive

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Alecia Kurey [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 3:33 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Alecia Kurey

Sender's
Email*:

AleciaKurey@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

200 Caldecott Lane #219

City of
Residence*:

Oakland, 94618
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,

Message*:

I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and
their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they
have been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property
values – all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project!!!
Thank you.
Alecia Kurey
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kira Belanger [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 1:23 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Kira Belanger

Sender's
Email*:

Kirabelanger@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

715 Mandana Blvd

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Wenonah Elms [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 27, 2012 6:36 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Wenonah Elms

Sender's
Email*:

wenonahelms@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

319 Lenox Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rachel Gonzalez [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 27, 2012 5:20 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Rachel Gonzalez

Sender's
Email*:

r.suzannegonzalez@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2122 Lakeshore Ave.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nancy Rieser [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 27, 2012 1:55 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Nancy Rieser

Sender's
Email*:

gofindnancy@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

444 Alhambra Street

City of
Residence*:

Crockett
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,
My dog Cookie Scraps and are a Therapy Pet team and visit the Lakeview
Library. We are part of the Paws to Read program, where children practice
reading to non-judgemental dogs.
Personally, even though I now live in Crockett, I would love to have a place
to take Cookie before or after her reading sessions at the far edge of
Eastshore Park, the park along side of the Library. The kids would love it
too. Often times I walk Cookie along the edge of tot lot play area (called
Astro Park) on the way to my car. In an instant, becomes a one-animal
petting zoo.
From what I have been able to glean from the anti-dog park
communications is that their arguments boil down to 4 main complaints.
I will list the reasons with my observations/comments.
#1. "It is problematic that the dog park is near the children's tot lot."
The dog park under the freeway on Claremont Ave is less than 10 feet from
a children's play area. It has happily co-existed for many years without
incident for about two decades now.
The proof is in the pudding.
#2. "The space will take away the athetic field."
No, it won't. It basically would sit on the far edge of the park where soccar
players prefer NOT to play because kicked balls roll into the traffic on
Grand Avenue.
Before I moved from Oakland in 1999, I had lived in Adams Point for over
25 years. I witnessed that the far edge of the park along MacArthur was not
only underutilized but, more often is not, sat empty.
Now, when I come to Oakland for the Paws to Read program at the
Lakeview Library, it is clear that the usage pattern has not changed.
#3. "It's the last 'unprogrammed space' around Lake Merritt"
Nope. Plently parkland around Lake Merritt has no "program" or
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restrictions.
#4. "Parks are for people and not dogs."
Dogs can only enter a park with its human owner. Owners do not loose their
"human" status when they enter a dog park.
Yes, parks are wonderful places for people. We agree on that point! Dog
OWNERS are people, and those PEOPLE who live in Oakland near the
Lakeview park want some of their recreational tax dollars to be allocated for
a dog park along this little edge of the park...just like tax dollars support
other for people with special recreational interets or talents, like:
a. Fairyland (for small people with lovely imaginations)
b. the boat house (for people who like to go in the water in water vessels)
c. the Japanese garden and Garden building (for people who like plants)
d. the tot lots (for small people who like swings)
e. tennis courts, baseball diamonds, soccar fields and lawn bowling(peope
who like to play with balls)
Dog owners play with balls too...to be sure they are covered with dog spit,
but they ARE balls nonetheless. The only difference is that the balls are
thrown by dog owners are just caught by dogs)

Message*:

And when humans play/engage in ANY of the above recreational activites,
it gets them outside and active AND they get to engage with others who
enjoy similar activities. Dog parks are no different.
Look, we all agree that recreational ammenities enrich everyone's life.
Major metropolitan areas from Manhatten to Orange County have
recognized the social and recreational values dog parks and proudly boast
about dog parks to attract new commers to their neighborhoods.
AND EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY: the recreational dog park includes
ALL ages, ALL genders, ALL ethnicities and ALL mental and physical
abilities and....even people who don't own dogs!
Yes, dog-less people come into dog parks. Who? People who live in
apartments that have "no pet" policies who miss the companionship and
doofiness of animals; folks who live in senior facilities that might be faced
with similar "not pet" restrictions; folks who might live a child or husband
with allergies and just want to toss ball or two; folks coming with their kids
to do research and check out dog breeds when they are in the "pre-adoption"
state of mind.
In my humble opinion, dog parks are about the most inclusive recreational
activity cities provide...plus it gives tax payers the most recreational useage
bang for their buck.
Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have been
shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values – all
things Oakland can use right now.
Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Victoria Reeder [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 27, 2012 12:02 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Victoria Reeder

Sender's
Email*:

victoriareeder@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2122 Lakeshore Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Dorinda Woodley [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 26, 2012 11:54 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Dorinda Woodley

Sender's
Email*:

purpledori777@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

1617 Grand Ave.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarah Gage [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, April 07, 2012 3:08 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Sarah Gage

Sender's
Email*:

Whymisssarah@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1746 16th st. #8

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now.

Message*:

It is so important for dogs to be able to run off leash! Every day! A daily
walk just isn't enough for most dogs, especially when they are young. Dogs
that get adequate exercise will be better behaved, healthier, and happier.
Unfortunately, if one lives in oakland, getting to places that allow for this is
time consuming, even if one owns a car. Think how many happier,
healthier, well-behaved dogs there would be in this city if there was a place
for them to run around within walking distance of lake merrit!
Please approve this project! Thank you.
Sincerely,
Sarah Gage
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

stephanie alber [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 26, 2012 9:13 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

stephanie alber

Sender's
Email*:

stephalber@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

500 E 22nd #3

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Monique Rosenthal [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 25, 2012 10:45 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Monique Rosenthal

Sender's
Email*:

morose34@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

5985 Claremont Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Susan Oldershaw [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 25, 2012 9:27 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Susan Oldershaw

Sender's
Email*:

lottydah2002@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

770 Prospect Ave, Oakland, CA 94610

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! I am
currently driving my 2 dogs to Alameda or Point Isabel. Sometimes I do
some shopping in Alameda which I would do in Oakland. We are so lacking
this much needed facility in this neighborhood. It would be a real asset in
many ways. Thank you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

micah frazier [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, February 24, 2012 4:50 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

micah frazier

Sender's
Email*:

micahhobbesfrazier@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4096 piedmont ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Helen Jefferson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 23, 2012 10:23 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Helen Jefferson

Sender's
Email*:

Rembouilletfr@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

Alameda Av

City of
Residence*:

Alameda
Ms. Clevenger
Oakland Planning Commission,

Message*:

Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they build
community, reduce crime, and increase property values – all things Oakland
is desperate to have.
I strongly support the Lakeview dog park. Please! Listen to these
constituents who spend time in the community with eyes and ears on the
neighborhoods. I urge you to approve this project!
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Hanna Weare [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 5:38 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Hanna Weare

Sender's
Email*:

hanna@awarebodyprocess.com

Sender's
Address*:

1200 Lakeshore Av, #17E

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Terrence Caine [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, April 06, 2012 3:17 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Terrence Caine

Sender's
Email*:

iketuffy@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

3232 14th Ave #10

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Amy Petre Hill [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 8:24 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Amy Petre Hill

Sender's
Email*:

amypetre@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1200 Lakeshore Ave. Apt. 5D

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,

Message*:

I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. My husband and I live in a large high-rise on the lake with my small
dog, Parker, and dream of having a local dog park we could walk to every
day. Because there is no close, high-quality dog park I typically take my
dog to the Alameda dog parks three mornings a week. With each trip I emit
additional greenhouse gases and add to Alameda's sales tax coffers when I
spend $15 on early morning coffee and breakfast each week.
Adding a dog park on Lake Merritt will enhance the neighborhood, provide
a place for dog owners to responsibly play with their dogs outdoors, and
bring additional customers to local Oakland businesses.
For all the above reasons, I strongly urge you to support a Lakeview dog
part. Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Benjamin Westheimer [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 2:16 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Benjamin Westheimer

Sender's
Email*:

bwestheimer@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

47 Chatsworth Ct.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! This is
sorely needed; will cost little; and will benefit many.

Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

christine berkman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 11:41 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

christine berkman

Sender's
Email*:

chrisberkman@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

12845 Brookpark Road

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,

Message*:

I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and
their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they
have been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property
values – all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project.
Thanks,
Chris
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tracey Baldridge [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 8:00 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Tracey Baldridge

Sender's
Email*:

traceybaldridge@ymail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1733 10 st

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Richelle Lieberman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 6:54 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Richelle Lieberman

Sender's
Email*:

scarletbohemian@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

251 Acton Place

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarah Donovan [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 5:28 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Sarah Donovan

Sender's
Email*:

twilight_speaks@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

twilight_speaks@yahoo.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
To the Oakland Planning Commission or whomever else it may concern,

Message*:

While I am not a dog owner myself, I still support the proposed dog park
near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park. Giving dogs a safe and legal place to
play would only benefit the community. As a resident of this neighborhood,
I walk by Lakeview Park daily. Currently, it seems that the park is not
efficiently used, and a dog park would be a more ideal use of that space.
Recently, I was stopped by a group of people who were opposing the dog
park, stating that their disapproval largely had to do with it being near a
business district. Personally, I think a dog park near the businesses would
only be a good thing, as it might reduce the number of dogs in the Saturday
Farmer's Market (despite the "no dogs" signs around the market) and on the
streets right outside of businesses if they had a nearby place to be.
So basically, as non-dog-owning residents of the Lake Merritt area, my
husband and I both support this project and hope very much that it gets
approved.
Thank you for your time!
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Trineice Durst [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 4:41 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Trineice Durst

Sender's
Email*:

tdurst14@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

255 Jayne Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jaime Calleja [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 12:56 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jaime Calleja

Sender's
Email*:

engendrus@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

Mandalay Road and Harbord Drive

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Claire Axley [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 8:42 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Claire Axley

Sender's
Email*:

claire.axley@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

108 Mandalay Road

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

simon becerra [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 19, 2012 8:19 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

simon becerra

Sender's
Email*:

simonbecerra@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

simonbecerra@gmail.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Amber Valles [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, April 06, 2012 3:14 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Amber Valles

Sender's
Email*:

msamberv@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

3232 14th ave #1-

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

lee ballen [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 19, 2012 3:53 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

lee ballen

Sender's
Email*:

omgirl4@sbcglobal.net

Sender's
Address*:

1527 mountain blvd

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Dane Eifling [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 19, 2012 12:06 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Dane Eifling

Sender's
Email*:

greatdane65@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

greatdane65@yahoo.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Eileen Jones [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 19, 2012 11:09 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Eileen Jones

Sender's
Email*:

jones.eileen15@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

125 2nd Street #415

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nikki Maeda [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 19, 2012 11:06 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Nikki Maeda

Sender's
Email*:

giantglassofmilk@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

47th & West

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Gary Moore [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 18, 2012 7:56 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Gary Moore

Sender's
Email*:

garymoore697@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

1109 Mandana Blvd

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,
I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. Oakland is definitely lacking in space dedicated to access for people
and their dogs.
Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have been
shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values – all
things Oakland can use right now. Oakland needs this to build the neighbor
and beauty of Lake Merritt. Lakeshore is very dog friendly.
Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tina Quon [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 18, 2012 7:53 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Tina Quon

Sender's
Email*:

tina.quon@ucsfmedctr.org

Sender's
Address*:

1109 Mandana Blvd

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,
I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and
their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they
have been shown to build community (which Oakland is greatly in need of),
reduce crime (currently highest in the nation), and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now.
Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elizabeth Lemkul [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 16, 2012 4:12 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Elizabeth Lemkul

Sender's
Email*:

elemkul@sprintmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4157 Lake Shore Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Emily M [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 16, 2012 3:38 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Emily M

Sender's
Email*:

sparkle577@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

Santa Clara and Vernon St.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Meghan McLean [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 16, 2012 10:01 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Meghan McLean

Sender's
Email*:

mngojuice@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

4708 fairfax ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project.

Message*:

I am part of a large community of dog owners, and know that a Lakeview
Dog Park will attract not only people from other parts of Oakland (like
myself), but people from elsewhere as well. This is an opportunity to gain
good press for this lovely city I call home, as well as increasing the visitors.
thanks,
Meghan (and huskies Jack and Spike)
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Alison Voss [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, April 06, 2012 12:10 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Alison Voss

Sender's
Email*:

alisonvoss@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

308 Jackson St. #105

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

ALMA PAGLIARULO [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 16, 2012 9:41 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

ALMA PAGLIARULO

Sender's
Email*:

ALMAROSSETTE@GMAIL.COM

Sender's
Address*:

2316 LAKESHORE AVE # 2

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Daniel Gonzales [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 16, 2012 9:31 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Daniel Gonzales

Sender's
Email*:

dkgonzales@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2316 Lakeshore Ave Apt 5

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,

Message*:

I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and
their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they
have been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property
values – all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project!
Thank you,
Daniel Gonzales
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Susan Oldershaw [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 9:57 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Susan Oldershaw

Sender's
Email*:

lottydah2002@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

770 Prospect Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! In the
meantime I am forced to drive to Alameda or Point Isabel. I often visit
shops in Alameda and spend money which is revenue Oakland could use. I
could walk to the proposed dogpark from my home. Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jacqueline L'Heureaux [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 7:35 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jacqueline L'Heureaux

Sender's
Email*:

j4f8l@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

2122 Lakeshore Avenue, #102

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs, and even though a Dog Play Area has twice been approved in the
Lake Merritt Master Plan and by the Parks Commission (2006 and 2010), it
hasn't yet come to fruition. It surely seems well past time that it did. Other
cities across the country are building dog parks because they have been
shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values – all
things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project!
Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Joyce Roy [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 5:10 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Joyce Roy

Sender's
Email*:

joyceroy@earthlink.net

Sender's
Address*:

258 Mather St.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Michelle Sparks [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 3:40 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Michelle Sparks

Sender's
Email*:

shellysparks@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2122 Lakeshore Ave., No. 102, Oakland 94606

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I STRONGLY
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Because there's nothing that resembles a real dog park in Oakland me and
several others I know drive to Pt. Isabell. I go twice a week and every time I
purchase food, coffee etc. I also stop at a nearby farmers market rather than
going to the one on Grand. If I had a dog park near my home I would
purchase these things in my own neighborhood.

Message*:
Right now, the dogs are closer to the kids than they would be w/ the dog
park because the dogs will be behind a fence. When I take my dogs down to
the Astro Park area now, I let them off leash as do other dog owners. If
people are concerned about having dogs around the kids at Astro Park, they
should be more concerned now.
Please, please, please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jonah Chiarenza [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 3:21 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jonah Chiarenza

Sender's
Email*:

jonah@alumni.virginia.edu

Sender's
Address*:

5258 Claremont Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nicolette Stevenson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 2:55 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Nicolette Stevenson

Sender's
Email*:

sour_milk_08@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

2801 Summit ST

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarah Wilhelm [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 2:35 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Sarah Wilhelm

Sender's
Email*:

sarah3wilhelm@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

389 Belmont St. #109 94610

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,
I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. This dog play area was already approved in 2006 and 2010, so please
just carry through with what has already been voted in. Oakland is sorely
lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their dogs. Cities across
the country are building dog parks because they have been shown to build
community, reduce crime, and increase property values – all things Oakland
can use right now.

Message*:

I recently moved from Brooklyn, NY, where I visited the dog play area at
Prospect Park every morning with my dog. It was a wonderful, unenclosed
space where dogs could play freely until 9am every day. After several years
of going there regularly I never noticed any problems involving dogs, their
owners, or other visitors at the park. Instead it was a wonderful place where
neighbors could meet and people could enjoy the outdoors with their pets.
I, like many other people in this busy community, don't own a car and so am
not able to drive my dog to the other dog parks (which are not in walking
distance). This park is a necessity for this popular neighborhood where a
large percentage of residents have dogs and need the space to exercise their
pets.
Please approve this project! Thank you!
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Leal Charonnat [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 2:09 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Leal Charonnat

Sender's
Email*:

lealcharonnat@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1 5th avenue #1-9

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Judith Schwartz [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 9:17 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Judith Schwartz

Sender's
Email*:

JudithRSchwartz@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

2640 8th Ave.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Laverne Bell [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 13, 2012 1:12 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Laverne Bell

Sender's
Email*:

mawusi777@sbcglobal.net

Sender's
Address*:

mawusi777@sbcglobal.net

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

linda polse [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, February 12, 2012 9:29 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

linda polse

Sender's
Email*:

inerpeas@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

inerpeas@hotmail.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Adriana Socorro [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 9:56 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Adriana Socorro

Sender's
Email*:

Adrianasocorro@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

Palm ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Joanne Docena [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 7:37 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Joanne Docena

Sender's
Email*:

Joville3@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1531 4th Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I am a disabled
resident of Oakland. I have lived here my entire life. Thru the years I have
had dogs and I have had to travel out of the city in order to find off leash
parks. This is just disgraceful for the city of Oakland to be so dog
UNFRIENDLY, and unconcerned for the need of Oakland residents.
Oakland has AMPle areas that could be used for a dog park, if it so chose
to. There are many of us disabled people who want to be able to not have to
travel far in order for out dogs to have some off leash FREEDOM to
exercise. I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at
Lakeview Park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for
people and their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks
becaus! e they have been shown to build community, reduce crime, and
increase property values – all things Oakland can use right now. Please
approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Shana Harris [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 7:17 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Shana Harris

Sender's
Email*:

upyerkilt11@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

3942 Ruby Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarah Pope [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 6:43 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Sarah Pope

Sender's
Email*:

Sarah.salk.pope@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1 camino del cielo

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Auric Hornaman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, April 05, 2012 10:53 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Auric Hornaman

Sender's
Email*:

aurichor@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

698 46th Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ellen Evans [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 6:18 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Ellen Evans

Sender's
Email*:

jeev13@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2831 Delaware Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. And we are talking about both people and dogs. Given my very busy
schedule, the time I spend with my dogs at the existing dog parks is also the
time I spend with my fellow Oaklanders, from all walks of life, tied together
by our love of our dogs.
Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have been
shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values – all
things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank you.
Ellen Evans
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Vicky Scolini [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 5:38 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Vicky Scolini

Sender's
Email*:

vms39@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4224 Suter

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Victoria Reeder [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 5:33 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Victoria Reeder

Sender's
Email*:

victoriareeder@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2122 Lakeshore Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

mylan cheng [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 4:49 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

mylan cheng

Sender's
Email*:

mylan.cheng@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

11th ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

eric tran [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 4:49 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

eric tran

Sender's
Email*:

eric.tran11@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

11th ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

bruin runyan [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 4:33 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

bruin runyan

Sender's
Email*:

bruinator@mailpuppy.com

Sender's
Address*:

513 28th Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Miriam Fliegner [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 4:23 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Miriam Fliegner

Sender's
Email*:

mfliegner@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

775 Brooklyn Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,

Message*:

I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and
their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they
have been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property
values – all things Oakland can use right now. I live in the area and pass
Splash Pad Park frequently, and it is very much under-used right now; using
some of that space for a dog park would help it live up to its potential.
Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

i polsuon [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 12:19 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

i polsuon

Sender's
Email*:

wlp1272@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

Alamadea

City of
Residence*:

Alameda

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Wendi Poulson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 12:16 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Wendi Poulson

Sender's
Email*:

wlp1272@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

A

City of
Residence*:

Alameda

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and Planners. We are in Oakland to day looking for
places to go with our dog while we do our shoppping. We would love to
come to the Lake Merritt dog park on a regular basis. We have family living
near Lake Merritt and it would make good family tme for us and our dogsi
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

eric McGill [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 11:50 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

eric McGill

Sender's
Email*:

mcgillanizer@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

5320 Trask 94601

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission I am tired of
going to Alameda with the dog. I want a dog park near home and where I
pay taxes.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jeff Arizu [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 11:39 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jeff Arizu

Sender's
Email*:

andapress@sbcglobal.net

Sender's
Address*:

41 Excelsior Court 94610

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park. I would like to have a dog park near my
house. I'd love to twalk to the dog park every day, sometimes twice a day.
My four year old would go to the playground with one parent and the other
would be at the dog park. This would be a real advantage for our family.
Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

stacy rollo [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 11:28 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

stacy rollo

Sender's
Email*:

stacyrollo@sbcglobal.net

Sender's
Address*:

mandana circle

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger ; We would like to have a dog park at the park near the
Grand Lake Theater/Farmers Market. We would like to take our two preschool children and our dog to Lakeview park for the tot lot, the library and
the dog park. It would make great family space.
24 Mandana Circle
Oakland
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Yvonne Bennett [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 11:20 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Yvonne Bennett

Sender's
Email*:

yvonneb.inalameda@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

Alameda

City of
Residence*:

Alameda

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. We like to visit Oakland but are always frustrated there is no place in
the downtown central area for us to spend a little time with our dog
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elsa Orta [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 11:17 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Elsa Orta

Sender's
Email*:

ortaelsa@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

1097 106 Ave 94603

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park. We're
new in Oakland , a yong couple with no kids We would like to be able to
come to Lake Merrit dog park and get to know the city better.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Liz Duncanson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 11:09 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Liz Duncanson

Sender's
Email*:

liz.gillem@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

391 - 51st Street

City of
Residence*:

oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park. We are
a young couple with no children and we would like access to Oakland Parks
with our dog. We love to shop and eat at Lake Merritt and would like to go
more often with our dog.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Cheryl Cleary [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:59 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Cheryl Cleary

Sender's
Email*:

cab233@cornell.edu

Sender's
Address*:

Hanover Ave and Lakeshore Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. In addition, a socialized dog is a
safe dog. Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jennifer Nadler [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 02, 2012 11:04 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jennifer Nadler

Sender's
Email*:

splinky_dinky@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1320 E 18th Street

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Currently I am forced to go to
Alameda for the dog park there, which in turn gets me to do my shopping
there. I would prefer Oakland get my sales taxes and money not Alameda
but since I have no place convenient in my neighborhood where my dogs
are allowed I have to pack everyone in the car and drive to the next closest
park, Alameda. Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Paul Vidican [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 02, 2012 10:41 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Paul Vidican

Sender's
Email*:

pvidican@comcast.net

Sender's
Address*:

Haddon & Athol

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. This proposed location is almost
always EMPTY. PEOPLE would use this dog park on a daily basis, in all
weather. And there's still plenty of room left for the few activities that
happen there now. Please approve this project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Iska Johnson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, April 05, 2012 11:00 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Iska Johnson

Sender's
Email*:

anya.rysm@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1505 Jackson St #105

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime,make the neighborhood
cleaner and increase property values – all things Oakland can use right now.
Please approve this project! Thank you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

linda polse [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, April 05, 2012 10:44 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

linda polse

Sender's
Email*:

inerpeas@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

butters/burdeck

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission,
I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park. Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and
their dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they
have been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property
values – all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project!
Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jill Webber [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, April 05, 2012 7:48 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jill Webber

Sender's
Email*:

jillwebber1980@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

3520 Grand Avenue

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Amy Haas [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 6:26 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Amy Haas

Sender's
Email*:

gemini.amy@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2944 Harrison St

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tracy Jacobs [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 6:21 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Tracy Jacobs

Sender's
Email*:

info@quadruped.biz

Sender's
Address*:

1315 E. 32nd St.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Carlos Saravia [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 5:11 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Carlos Saravia

Sender's
Email*:

Saravia33@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

3205 Beaumont Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ellen Evans [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 11:31 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Ellen Evans

Sender's
Email*:

jeev13@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2831 Delaware

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission:
I've written to you before, and I will continue writing, as long as this project
is left hanging. Dog parks are good things. Dog parks bring people together.
I don't have kids, but I absolutely support the building and maintenance of
park spaces for kids. I don't hike, but I absolutely support the creation and
maintenance of park trails for those who do. All I am asking is that there be
a place for me and my dog in our common space.
Thank you,
Ellen Evans
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mary Stark [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 9:45 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Mary Stark

Sender's
Email*:

cstark510@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1434 Everett Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Marilin Colon [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:56 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Marilin Colon

Sender's
Email*:

marilin.colon@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

100 Grand Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Laura Carnagey [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:44 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Laura Carnagey

Sender's
Email*:

lcarnagey@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4233 Balfour Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

vu long trinh [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:33 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

vu long trinh

Sender's
Email*:

longtrinh@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2203 14th ave. apt. 102

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Eve Norman Norman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:27 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Eve Norman Norman

Sender's
Email*:

vintageFem@att.net

Sender's
Address*:

1714 Franklin St., 100-381

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mary Stark [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 10:01 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Mary Stark

Sender's
Email*:

cstark510@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1434 Everett Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lauren Larson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, April 01, 2012 10:06 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Lauren Larson

Sender's
Email*:

laurenlarson5861@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

5861 Birch Court

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Let's
give responsible dog owners a place to socialize their dogs. These dog
owners are not the ones that let their dogs run free where ever, they care for
their pets and clean up after them. Let's support that ! Thank you
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ronald Retamales [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 29, 2012 6:44 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Ronald Retamales

Sender's
Email*:

ronaldretamales@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

119 Athol avenue 94606

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Avishai Taashur [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 29, 2012 1:05 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Avishai Taashur

Sender's
Email*:

avishai94@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2490 Park Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Heather Smith [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 27, 2012 6:05 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Heather Smith

Sender's
Email*:

hmasismith@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

656 39th St Oakland, CA

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Aaron Odle [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 27, 2012 12:59 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Aaron Odle

Sender's
Email*:

jstwatuwnt@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

6013 Old Quarry Loop

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nora McQuaide [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 27, 2012 12:50 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Nora McQuaide

Sender's
Email*:

Sugaree0393@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

5701 Colton Blvd

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lily Servais [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 10:04 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Lily Servais

Sender's
Email*:

lily.servais@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

92 Hamilton Place

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

ADAM ELLIS [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 8:58 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

ADAM ELLIS

Sender's
Email*:

adam_l_ellis@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

438 STATEN AVENUE #203

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Susan Oldershaw [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 2:23 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Susan Oldershaw

Sender's
Email*:

lottydah2002@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

770 Prospect Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! If we
had a dog park in our neighborhood I could stop driving my 2 dogs to Point
Isabel and Alameda. We would be committed to maintaining it. Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Stephen Lok [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 12:38 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Stephen Lok

Sender's
Email*:

poppalok@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

288 3rd St. #615, Oakland, CA 94607

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Christine Lok [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 12:01 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Christine Lok

Sender's
Email*:

christinewlok@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

3rd Street & Alice

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Arvin David Nalos [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 25, 2012 12:25 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Arvin David Nalos

Sender's
Email*:

davidnalos@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1007 MacArthur Blvd.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Leslie Carson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 24, 2012 3:21 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Leslie Carson

Sender's
Email*:

leslielx@hotmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1638 Vista St

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. My dog Charlie is sweet and wellbehaved and deserves a place to play near his home! Please approve this
project! Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Dolores Restrepo Macias [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:52 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Dolores Restrepo Macias

Sender's
Email*:

doeluvs@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

320 Oakland Ave. Apt B, Oakland, CA 94611

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Angela Thomason [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 22, 2012 11:08 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Angela Thomason

Sender's
Email*:

hugheal@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

1201 Pine St.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Saundra Torres [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 22, 2012 2:08 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Saundra Torres

Sender's
Email*:

dreadgal55@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

5500 block on Shattuck Ave.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland, CA 94609

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

denisa legaspi [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 1:30 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

denisa legaspi

Sender's
Email*:

denshouse@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

denshouse@gmail.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lauren Kasdan [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 11:45 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Lauren Kasdan

Sender's
Email*:

laurensk98@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

114 Forest CT. 40206

City of
Residence*:

Louisville

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jason Aiken [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 7:50 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Jason Aiken

Sender's
Email*:

Jasonm.aiken@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

2635 rawson st.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

David Gans [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:44 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

David Gans

Sender's
Email*:

david@trufun.com

Sender's
Address*:

484 Lake Park Ave #102

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission:

Message*:

I strongly support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview
Park.
There is no happier place on earth than a dog park. I say this as a dog lover
but not a dog owner. I will not be a user of the park per se, but I expect I
will be a regular visitor.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rita Hurault [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:41 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Rita Hurault

Sender's
Email*:

reet@well.com

Sender's
Address*:

504 Haddon Rd

City of
Residence*:

Oakland
Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Although neither my husband or I had our own dogs, we got married at the
Point Isabel dog park in Point Richmond because, as David told me early on
in our courtship, you can't be there and not be happy.

Message*:

Our community needs this place where dogs of all kinds romp gleefully.
Well run dog parks, such as the one at Point Isabel, are models of
cooperation, diversity, and civic pride.
Please approve Lakeview Dog Park.
Thank you,
Rita Hurault
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Claire Palmgren [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 19, 2012 12:05 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Claire Palmgren

Sender's
Email*:

clairep2@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

Cheney at Walker

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I STRONGLY
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

geannie lam [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 2:12 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

geannie lam

Sender's
Email*:

lamfambam@aol.com

Sender's
Address*:

1531 4th avet

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Joe Wyman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 1:55 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Joe Wyman

Sender's
Email*:

ljwyman@comcast.net

Sender's
Address*:

ljwyman@comcast.net

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kassie Rohrbach [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 10:30 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Kassie Rohrbach

Sender's
Email*:

Kassierohrbach@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

400 perkins st.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

shelby robertson [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 9:16 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

shelby robertson

Sender's
Email*:

shelby.e.robertson@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

459 Stow Ave.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rose Hammerman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 9:03 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Rose Hammerman

Sender's
Email*:

hammermanrose@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

4708 Farifax Ave.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Carrie Cianchetti [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 17, 2012 10:47 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Carrie Cianchetti

Sender's
Email*:

carriec51@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

440 40th St.

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

margueritte amable [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 17, 2012 4:19 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

margueritte amable

Sender's
Email*:

amablem@comcast.net

Sender's
Address*:

2208 Lakeshore Ave

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Alilah Renwick [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, April 10, 2012 9:06 AM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Alilah Renwick

Sender's
Email*:

alilah2001@yahoo.com

Sender's
Address*:

400 Perkins St. #307

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Oaktown 357 [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 29, 2012 12:45 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Oaktown 357

Sender's
Email*:

oaktownposse@357.com

Sender's
Address*:

40th and Telegraph

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Claire Wing [clairewing@sbcglobal.net]
Sunday, January 15, 2012 1:47 PM
Clevenger, Ann
In support of a dog park created in my neighborhood

I am writing you in support of having a dog park available for my community at the
corner of MacArthur and Lakeshore Avenue within the existing park space.
As I understand it, this will be a fenced space available to all our community for
taking their dogs for exercise and socializing. This has already been approved by the
Parks and Recreation Commission and discussed in detail. The plans are well thought
out and do not encroach space in this park already available for children's play and
adult sports activities.
This would be one of the first local dog gathering places in our neighborhood; I
understand it would be less than 1% of the green space in the Grand Lake area and it
is sorely needed.
I appreciate the concerns of the few who contest this project but feel that the plan
is reasonable and possible. There is no reason to delay further. The projected expense
of doing this project is increasing the longer it is delayed.
I appreciate your response, which can be emailed to me directly. I hope you will also
keep me informed about this plan's progress.
Sincerely,
Claire Wing, dog owner and neighbor resident
763 Rosemount Road
Oakland, 94610

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Carrie Gustafson [cgusta@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 12:08 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: In Support of Lake Merritt Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am writing to add my voice to the hundreds of individuals who support a dog park near Lake Merritt.
I have three dogs, all from Bay Area shelters. We stay largely away from the Lake Merritt area since
there is no designated area for dogs. The paths are crowded and the dogs often find garbage (chicken or
rib bones) along the way or return with paws full of geese droppings.

Kind regards,
Carrie L. Gustafson, Attorney
cg125@columbia.edu
510.502.1797
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This information is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain information that
is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
notify me immediately. Thank you.

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Frederike Schilter [Frederike.Schilter@ceb.ucla.edu]

Sent:

Sunday, February 05, 2012 2:11 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net; sutta@earthlink.net

Subject: In support of Lakeview Dog Park
Dear Ms Clevenger,
I’m writing to you to express my strong support for the long-planned Lakeview dog park.
I live one block from the planned dog park, at 553 Boden Way, and own a small dog. I have been living
here for 9 years. Many people around Lake Merritt have small dogs because they live in apartments or
condominiums and we don’t have backyards where our dogs can roam. A lot of us would be able to walk
to the new dog park, thus not creating any additional traffic, and our pets would have a convenient place
to play off-leash, exercise, and meet other dogs. It would also be a social place for people to come
together.
I’m confident you are aware of all the other arguments pro dog park like the fact that this park has been in
the works since 1998, that dogs are banned from all over Lake Merritt park and almost all other city parks,
and that there will be ample space left for hanging out, picnicking, and sports.
Thank you for considering my arguments in support of the new dog park.
Sincerely,
Ms Frederike Schilter
553 Boden Way
Oakland, CA 94610
510 663 6579
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Pacheco, Linda [Linda.Pacheco@blueshieldca.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 08, 2012 3:24 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: In Support
I strongly support the dog part at Lake Merritt – please pass it so our furry family friends
can enjoy it as much as we do.
Thanks,
Linda
P. Linda Pacheco
Market Intelligence & Insights
Blue Shield of California
(510) 530-0709
linda.pacheco@blueshieldca.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

William Teplow [wteplow@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, November 06, 2011 9:47 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat

Cc:

Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Keep Astro Park as is!!

Pat Kernighan:
I, my children and grandchildren have been enjoying the wide open spaces of Astro Park over a
span of 60 years. This rare piece of open space and lawn in the middle of Oakland is
irreplaceable. I strongly object to the proposed dog park. Keep the space open for future
generations. Kids need big areas of lawn to run free and play without worry about traffic. Do
the right thing. Keep the park just the way it has been loved and appreciated by generations.
Very sincerely,
William Teplow
1518 Excelsior Ave.
Oakland, CA 94602
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Annalisa Tay [Annalisa_Tay@gap.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 23, 2012 11:04 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

ODOG

Subject: Lake Merrit Dog Park Please

Dear Ms Clevenger
I am a resident of Oakland’s Crocker Highlands since 1991 and if I had know how unfriendly
Oakland was toward dogs, I may not have purchased my home here. Oakland needs a social space for
my dog and myself in our own neighborhood. I have MS and it is difficult for me to get around and I
would love to get to know my neighbors that also have dogs.
The Lake Merrit dog park has been in the works for a long time. It is time to conclude the
discussion and break ground on this much overdue project. There is more than enough room for
everyone in this park at the end of the lake. We are only requesting a small corner of this park. Dog
owners that take their dogs to parks tend to be more responsible than some parents with their kids.
I hear from the opposition that it’s too close to the Astro Park play area. If you check the
records, you will see that Hardy Dog Park is even closer to a kids play area, in fact, you have to walk your
dog through the play area to get to the enclosure for dogs. There has been no incidents with kids and
dogs in 20 years.
I believe the Lake Merrit Dog park will only increase revenue for our neighborhood because we
will stay and shop in our neighborhood rather than shop in Alameda as I do now, after taking my little
dog to the Alameda Crown Beach Dog park.
Please, let’s end this 10 year discussion and build our dog park.

Annalisa Tay
GID Sr. Technical Designer
Maternity Denim & Woven Bottoms, Knit Tops
415-832-1668

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon Gmail [sharonfrank8@gmail.com]
Tuesday, December 27, 2011 2:21 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Lake Merrit dog park

To whom it may concern,
I am an apartment dweller currently residing on 40th St in Oakland. I hope you will
consider the new dog park in oakland near Lake Merrit. There are no other dog parks in
the area and the new dog park would help to make a more unified community

Thank you for our consideration,
Sharon frank

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christopher Grimmer [cgrimmer@gmail.com]
Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:05 AM
Clevenger, Ann
Lake Merritt Dog Park, Hurray!

Ann,
Wanted to drop you an email in support of the proposed dog park. My family (and dogs)
hope things move forward.
Thanks for your time and consideration,
Chris

Dr. Christopher Grimmer
638 Jean Street
Oakland CA 94610

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Carole Levenson [carolesl@jps.net]
Thursday, March 01, 2012 7:28 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Nadel, Nancy; odogparks@comcast.net
Lake Merritt Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am writing you in support of a Lake Merritt dog park. I have lived by the lake for
almost nine years, and my dog is not allowed in the park.
We have to walk to Piedmont (and buy an off-leash tag) for him to run around in our
own neighborhood without a leash, in a park. We participated in previous hearings and
organizational meetings (he was much younger then) and thought that a dog park was in
the works. It is sad to think it might not happen in his lifetime (he is 11 years old
now).
The prohibition on dogs in the park is mostly ignored, at this point, and there
doesn't seem to be any reasonable reason to keep leashed dogs out of the park, as they
haven't created any remarkable problems, but it still would be a joyful thing to have
a nice off-leash area for the many dogs in the Lake Merritt neighborhood.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Carole Levenson and Sasha
492 Staten Avenue #1103
Oakland 94610

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jenna Whitman [jenna_whitman@yahoo.com]
Thursday, February 23, 2012 11:10 AM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Lake Merritt dog park

Hello,
I am a resident of Oakland, live 2 blocks from the Lake, and work at civic center, and
walk the lake almost every day. I have previouly written a detailed email to the City
Council in favor of an off leash dog park and wish to express my support again. I'll
be more brief this time: dogs have very few public off-leash areas in the east bay,
and no such options dowtown. The proposed park represents a small fraction of the
open space at the Lake. Fears of harm to children are not well founded, and giving
dogs their own space will help protect the birds, too. The fact that the park is in
walking distance for so many dog owners is a huge plus for promoting health, community
interaction, and reducing traffic and car emissions in our city. Based on the number
of dogs I see at the Lake everyday, there is certainly demand in the area; indeed, we
should consider something similar at Snow Park, as well.
I hope you will consider these factors in making the decision.
Jenna Whitman

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Carlos Uribe [curibe9@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 01, 2012 7:51 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am a long time Oakland resident and a frequent visitor to Lake Merritt. For a long time now I
have been disappointed with the lack of dog-friendly parks available to Oaklanders. There are
many times where I have to choose whether or not to take my dog to a park when I meet up with
friends who have children for a play date or we have to carefully select a park that
will accommodate both of our needs. Often, we choose to visit a park in Alameda or San
Leandro.
It is my understand that the dog park for Lake Merritt was approved in 2006 and 2010 by the
parks commission. I hope the planning department will quickly approve it and move it on
through the public process so that we may see this plan come to fruition.
Now that it has finally come to your department, please give it your strong support.
Thank you
Carlos Uribe

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jean Simpson [jean-ds@comcast.net]
Thursday, January 19, 2012 4:07 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Lake Merritt dog park

Dear Sir or Madam:
Please help us in establishing a dog park in the parkland near Lake Merritt. It would
be much appreciated and used by local dog owners and would bring in additional
business to the retail stores in the area.
Thank you,
Jean Simpson
new dog owner

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

joe contreras [jojosix@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, January 18, 2012 10:42 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Park

I drive by the proposed dog park site at Lake Merritt and rarely see anyone
using the space. I have two dogs and have to drive to Alameda dog park
which is always crowded even though most people in Alameda have yards.
This while there are many dog owners that do not.
Joe Contreras
1470 Alice st unit 301
Oakland, CA 94612-4001
510.836.2851
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Amy McGonagle [amymcgonagle@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, January 18, 2012 9:57 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Lake Merritt dog park

I am an Oakland resident, and I am writing to urge you to support the Lake Merritt dog park. There are
not many places in the area where I can take my dog, and I would use this park often. I know many other
people who would also use this dog park.
The dog park would take up less than one-quarter of the space at Lakeview Park. There would be
minimal demands for maintenance by the city – much would be performed by volunteers. Volunteers
have demonstrated their commitment at other parks, such as Joaquin Miller Park.
Thank you for your consideration,
Amy McGonagle
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Helen Jefferson [hjefferson@lbl.gov]

Sent:

Friday, January 13, 2012 8:14 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

O'DOG; Robert Todd

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Park

If you don't rescue dogs then you should be rescuing others who do rescue.
Everyone needs comfort, exercise and socialization and dog parks provide two of the three.
Please support this park and those whose efforts have gone unrewarded for years . . . and take the
burden off the parks and dogs in Alameda that are deluged by visitors who have no other place to
do.
If you don't ride BART or the bus because you don't like to fraternize with the unwashed, you
know how it feels to be in a dog park that is overused by people with one thing in common: their
love of animals. This just might put Oakland on the map of desirable communities

- - something Oakland has desired for decades.
Helen Jefferson
Humane Society of Alameda
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Zona Sage [amazona777@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Thursday, January 12, 2012 10:32 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lake Merritt dog park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am a long-time Oakland resident, and Lake Merritt is in my neighborhood. I have enjoyed
various aspects of the lake for many years, for taking walks, taking my granddaughter to
Fairyland and the playgrounds. My granddaughter is now 10 and recently got an Australian
shephard puppy with a lot of energy. This is a dog that needs a nice play to walk and play with
other dogs.
I understand that there is discussion of putting a dog park in the part of area near Lake Merritt,
near the library. I am in favor of such a dog park. It would allow my granddaughter to visit me
and bring her dog. As it is now, there is no other place close enough for the dog to play. I
understand that the area would be fenced, which would provide protection to the dogs, and to
those outside who do not wish to engage with the dogs. I do not believe such a dog park would
be a danger to children, but would in fact allow children to bring their dogs to play with other
dogs.
I appreciate your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Zona Sage
663 Jean Street
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

the ellen [ellenrocs@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 07, 2012 4:14 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Park

Dear Ann,
To say that I am incredibly disappointed in the City of Oakland, once again, is just redundant.
I want to have equal access to City parks when I am out with my dog. Frankly, I have waited
long
enough to have equal access to my neighborhood parks because I HAVE A DOG.
Is the City not aware of how much money is lost to neighboring cities that are more dog
friendly?
I would like to see that the plans for the dog park at Lake Merritt move forward, already.
There is plenty of space left for soccer and other activities. Dog owners are responsible and keep
our
parks safe and clean.
My Aunty lives in the Lake Merritt area and I visit her a lot. How nice it would be to walk to a
local
dog park with her! Dog parks are a great social equalizer: rich and poor, old and young, black
and white, gay and straight.
All gathering there have one obvious thing in common from the get-go, and conversation is not
only easy
but expected. Bonds are formed. Friendships are made.
“Dogs facilitate friendly interactions among people, as they so actively solicit play and offer
greetings.
Establishing a dog park creates a community center of activity where friends and neighbors
gather to relax,”
said Dr. Lynette Hart, director of the Center for Animals in Society at U.C. Davis.
Business improvement districts (such as the Lakeshore Business Improvement District that
supports our planned park)
know that having this kind of amenity in the area can only help business. You meet at the dog
park
(instead of driving to another town), meet your neighbors, make friends, then meet up later for
cup of coffee, or grab
lunch, or go to the gym. Right now, Lake Merritt dog owners are going to Alameda, and then
stopping for coffee at
South Shore, or some groceries at Alameda’s Trader Joes. All that money could be staying in
Oakland.
Hey! Let's get our well deserved dog park at Lake Merritt NOW!
Ellen Gierson
4175 Opal Street
94609
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Tom Leibowitz [tomleibowitz@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 07, 2012 1:38 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Park
I understand that you are interested in comments regarding the proposed Lake Merritt Dog Park. I live
close by and I think that the park is a great idea. There will be plenty of space for other activities.
Thanks
Tom

Thomas J Leibowitz
17 19th St, Apt 4D
Oakland, CA 94612
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

jere martin [jpmartin59@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:25 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Park

May I ask those (non-dogowners) who may be neutral toward or in favor of using a portion of
Lake Merrit parkland commonly referred to as Astro Park as a dog run to go to the proposed site
and just stand there for ten minutes observing the activites on or around it. Consider what a pack
of barking dogs will do to the peace and quiet of the residents of the apartments nearby, the users
of the library a few yards away, the children and their minders in the playground area, the bus
users for the many lines who use the shelters in the park or directly across the street, trapped
there for up to 30 minutes awaiting their rides, the fitness tribe using the free exercise equipment,
the users of the makeshift soccer and baseball fields, although they may just be displaced-although to where they would go as there are no facilites for either of those sports nearby is
unknown, the people who use the area while heading to the trails around the lake for the serenity
it offers.
To the little gifts left by the geese who frequent the area will be added doggie waste, both in the
dog area and the streets coming and going.
It is really hard to imagine a more inconvenient place for a dog run than this park. I'm not
suggesting an alternative, but I think that any dog run belongs in an industrial area, isolated, with
zero contact with people
who don't use it.
Jere Martin
1720 Macarthur Blvd.
510 530-3779

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

kirstentcm@gmail.com on behalf of Kirsten Cowan, L.Ac
[kirsten@lifemedicineacupuncture.com]
Wednesday, April 04, 2012 8:22 AM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net; Jeremy Stephens
Lake Merritt Dog Park - it's time!

Dear Planner Clevenger;
As a dog owner, it is probably clear why I would urge the city to finally go ahead and
complete the long awaited dog park at in the lakeshore neighborhood. But it is truly
as a resident that I urge this
- that large empty space (I always check when I drive by, usually several times a day)
is unused, but it could be a vibrant hub of activity, well into the evening hours,
providing a level of safety and 'eyes on the street' that can't be matched by any
level of cameras, police presence, or neighborhood watch - simple activity! In
addition, like many other dog owners, I leave Oakland in order to exercise and
socialize my dog, and those outings invariably include stopping for coffee, a meal, or
shopping - all monies we are taking out of Oakland
- even though we don't want to!
Our public spaces exist to serve all members of our community, from children, the
disabled, sports players, walking clubs and so on - a dog park not only benefits those
of us with dogs, but brings immeasureable benefits to the entire neighborhood and
lakeshore community - please don't make us wait any longer!
Yours,
Kirsten Cowan
-Kirsten Cowan, L.Ac
Acupuncture • Herbs • Natural Medicine
www.lifemedicineacupuncture.com
510.224.5570 • facebook • twitter
Radiant Health - Naturally.
Holistic primary care featuring acupuncture and locally sourced and organic Chinese
herbal medicine.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

the ellen [ellenrocs@gmail.com]
Thursday, February 23, 2012 11:21 AM
Clevenger, Ann
Lake Merritt Dog Park Support Letter

Hello Ann,
I was all the way out in Walnut Creek this past week. Guess why..
They have a fabulous dog park within Heather Farm Park for small and large dogs. It
is situated in a sunny area of the park, surrounded by beautiful trees, nice benches
and a picnic table.....
I went there because I was so tired of bringing my dog to dog parks under freeways,
the preferred Oakland way to deal with dogs and their owners..."just shove a dog park
under or near a freeway...they'll love it, cause, what's the alternative..???
I think, really, Ann it is high time we have a beautiful dog park within Lake Merritt.
This has been in the making for well over a decade and I would like to see Oakland
make a good, healthy choice for our dogs and their owners. Please support the Lake
Merritt Dog Park and give Oakland dog owners a model dog park, already.
Thanks,
Ellen Gierson
4175 Opal Street
Oakland, 94609
PS While in Walnut Creek, I spent quite a few dollars in their downtown eating,
shopping and smiling! Would have loved to leave my money in Oakland, but the city of
Oakland, once again, is just not getting it, sadly.
cc: Brunner, Schaff, ODOG
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lisa Korwin [lisa@korwinconsulting.com]

Sent:

Sunday, January 15, 2012 11:40 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Park Support

Greetings. I am writing to express my strong support for the Lake Merritt dog park. As a 30 year resident
of Oakland, there is so much that I love about this City, including the joy of watching dogs run and play.
Sadly, there are so few spaces available for them in the heart of the City to do so.
The proposed Lake Merritt dog park seems like an ideal location for a dog park—as it offers enough
green space for both a playing field and a dog space. I urge you to support passage of this park. Thank
you.

Best,
Lisa Korwin
Korwin Consulting
510.985.8383 (office and fax)
www.korwinconsulting.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jerome & Connie Lenoir [jvcelenoir@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, January 15, 2012 10:28 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lake Merritt dog park YES YES!!!!

Dear Oakland Planning Commision, Thank you so much for moving forward with the much
needed Oakland Dog Park at lake Merritt. I have lived in the neighborhood for 24 years, and
paid my property taxes each year, but leave the city for Dog Parks, and end up shopping in
Alameda, or El Ceritto. WE NEED THE DOG PARK, NOW. PLEASE MOVE FORWARD
WITH THIS PERFECT LOCATION, AND ENRICH OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. MANY
MANY THANKS. JEROME LENOIR
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

PAL [kayakerhacker@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 11:53 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Lake Merritt dog park

We, who are guardians of dogs, would like a safe place to take our dogs to socialize and
exercise. Many open-space, off leash areas are a gauntlet for small dogs who are seen as prey by
many large dogs, who are privy to these spaces also.. This prey drive is totally natural, but
inconvenient to say the least for our small companions. Small dog parks are a perfect venue for
them to feel safe. Please give your support to the efforts of dog lovers to get appropriate spaces
for their animals to play.
Thank you,
Pat Luiz and Cookie, Samantha and Ehukai (3 dogs that total 15 lbs.)
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Copy Services
From:

Sandy Lauren [slauren813@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 12:06 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: : Lake Merritt dog park

I am a mother of 3 grown children, all of whom I took to play at the park adjacent to the
Lakeside library. I am well acquainted with the space and I believe that a fenced dog park would
be a most welcome addition. The more people in the area, the more vibrant the community
becomes. Just as the Farmer's market on Saturdays has helped revitalize the businesses and
restaurants, so too would the addition of a dog park. It would also enhance the experience of
children, many of whom do not own dogs, by allowing exposure to dogs at play.
-Sandy Lauren
hm: 510-444-4044
cell 510-435-4044
FAX 510-444-4041

-Sandy Lauren
hm: 510-444-4044
cell
510-435-4044
FAX 510-444-4041
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

maggie.isherwood@bnymellon.com

Sent:

Monday, February 13, 2012 1:09 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Play Area
Dear Oakland Planning Commission
I am writing to lend add my voice to the many in support of the Lake Merritt Dog Play Area. As a resident
in the Montclair District of Oakland, Lake Merritt would be more of a destination for me if there was a legal
space for me to go with my two dogs. In the past I have walked/run around Lake Merritt but the dog play
area would be yet another reason for me to visit this lovely part of Oakland. Having a legal space for
people to congregate with their dogs makes for a stronger community and a stronger Oakland. Neighbors
would get to know each other, creating a network of people more willing to look out for each other and
support each other in their neighborhood. It would also facilitate people from different neighborhoods
getting to know one another, with the common denominator of a great abiding love of their dog as the
basis of newfound friendships. If you have ever spent anytime in a dog park, you know that it is a thing of
beauty watching dogs run free and getting to know one another. Dogs provide such a great example of
how living creatures can get along, given the right environment.
The Lake Merritt area is a busy, urban neighborhood. This amenity is well deserved and would benefit
the entire area. I strongly urge the city to consider this Dog Play area so that this multi-use park could be
enjoyed by everyone: individuals, families, children and dogs. Thank you!

Maggie Isherwood, Administrative Officer
BNY Mellon Wealth Management
555 Mission Street, 19th Floor * San Francisco, CA 94105
Phone: 415-951-4154 Fax: 866-396-8848 AIM: 94W-1900
**CONFIDENTIAL **

The information contained in this e-mail, and any attachment, is confidential and is intended
solely for the use of the intended recipient. Access, copying or re-use of the e-mail or any
attachment, or any information contained therein, by any other person is not authorized. If you
are not the intended recipient please return the e-mail to the sender and delete it from your
computer. Although we attempt to sweep e-mail and attachments for viruses, we do not
guarantee that either are virus-free and accept no liability for any damage sustained as a result of
viruses.
Please refer to http://disclaimer.bnymellon.com/eu.htm for certain disclosures relating to
European legal entities.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

jaklatt@comcast.net

Sent:

Monday, February 13, 2012 5:50 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Lake Merritt Dog Play Area

As an Oakland resident and taxpayer I fully support the proposed Lake Merritt Dog Play
Area. I have been a resident of Oakland for over 30 years and prior to that, my
grandfather lived in Oakland and, when I visited, we would walk around the lake or visit
Fairyland. Adding a dog park enhances the community as it brings together not just
dogs but residents who are enjoying their city. And our city needs to do everything it
can to encourage involved and committed citizens!
Dog owners tend to be very, very responsible when given the opportunity to be out in
the community with their dogs. This dog park has been approved by the Parks
Commission more than once in the past and it is time to make it happen. There has to
be room in the park for kids, adults AND dogs!
Thank you,
Jennifer Klatt

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Dennis Federinko [dfederinko@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, December 19, 2011 9:44 AM

Subject: Lake Merritt's Astro Park

Dear Council Member:

I love dogs but I urge you not to build a dog park here. I'm concerned that a dog run would
introduce unpleasant odors into a highly public area. What's more, a large concentration of
canines in one space could pose a safety threat to toddlers and small children at the playground.
And parking is already difficult in my neighborhood.

Let's preserve this precious resource of open space.

Sincerely,
Dennis Federinko
538 Glen View Avenue
Oakland, CA 94610

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Chris Mehling & David Kelso [madeinca2d@earthlink.net]
Sunday, January 08, 2012 5:18 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Lakeview Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
Please stop the stalling on the
1998 it has twice been approved
in the Adams Point Urban Design
if anything has has happened to

Lakeview Dog Park project. Since
by the Parks and Recreation Commission, was included
Plan and the Lake Merritt Master Plan, and yet little,
move it forward.

An off-leash area for neighbors near Lake Merritt, in a largely UNUSED spot by I-580
would be of great benefit to Oakland dogs and dog-owners. It would be used daily by
nearby residents, many of whom are elderly and without access to any place to
socialize with their companion animals and other like-minded people. The plan would
also add year-round flowers and several trees to what is now a patchy yellowish lawn.
There will be more than enough room left on the field for pick-up soccer games, etc.
as the dog park will utilize less than half the current field.
The planned fenced dog area is 35 feet away from the nearest playground. As many
children never have access to animals either due to family finances or health reasons,
this proximity would allow parents an opportunity to let their kids watch and visit
the dogs (under their supervision and that of the dog-owners) and create a foundation
for love of beings other than just humans.
Although our family has neither dogs or children, we prefer to be able to visit parks
where both are present and filled with the joy and love of life that both exude when
at play!
Please do move this project forward.
Thank
Chris
-Chris
(510)

you,
& David
Mehling and David Kelso
530-7671
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Bwestheimer [bwestheimer@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 07, 2012 9:54 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lakeview Dog Park

My wife and I are completely supportive of the dog park at Astro park by Lake
Merritt. This has been planned, debated and stalled for far too long.
Please get on with the dog park!
Sincerely,
Benjamin and Deborah Westheimer
47 Chatsworth Ct.
Oakland, CA 94611
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Barbara Schaaf [bschaafvolunteer@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, January 13, 2012 3:27 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Lakeview Dog Park - YES
Dear Ms Clevenger,
I am writing to ask that you please urge the Oakland Planning Commission to vote for the conditional use
permit that will allow the dog park to be built in the limited area of what is known as Astro Park.
With dogs prohibited in almost all Oakland parks, it is obvious that there is a need for places where
dogs can legally and safely run and exercise.
The ODOG group has done their homework - they have twice been approved by the city parks
commission - and must be allowed to proceed with their plans. Thank you.
I have lived on the Lake for 35 years, am an active park volunteer and I do not have a dog.
Sincerely,
Barbara Schaaf
565 Bellevue #1502
Oakland 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Adrienne Oberstein [grifstein@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 12:30 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogpark@comcast.net

Subject: Lakeview Dog park
I am writing to express my support of the proposed dog park Lakeview Dog Play Area. My 11 year-old
son and I would appreciate being able to bring our dog there. While in that area we could then take
advantage of other amenities like the shops and restaurants. I hope that you will help move this plan
forward so it comes to fruition.
Thank you,
Adrienne Oberstein
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Robert Petersen [robert@gpcp.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, January 04, 2012 11:54 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject:

Lakeview Dog Play Area

Importance: High

Dear Ann Clevenger:
I am taking a moment to express my support for the creation of the Lakeview Dog Play Area. I
feel this park would be a tremendous improvement and needed addition to the surrounding
neighborhoods and to Oakland in general. As a resident of Oakland with family roots dating
back over 100 years, as well as multiple family members serving the City of Oakland in the
police department, I request that you move this project forward without further delays. I am
available at the contact information below if you would like to discuss.
Kind regards,
Robert
Robert M. Petersen
GP Capital, Inc.
180 Grand Avenue, Suite 1530
Oakland CA 94612
510.878.3302 phone
510.878.3315 fax
CONFIDENTIALITY DISCLOSURE This e-mail is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original
message. The foregoing name, telephone number, facsimile number and email information is provided to the
recipient for informational purposes only and is not intended to be the signature of the sender for purposes of
binding the sender or GP Capital, Inc., or any client of the sender or the firm, to any contract or agreement under
the Uniform Electronic Transaction Act or any similar law. Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Graham Quigley [innerpurpose@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, December 31, 2011 3:35 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lakeview Dog Play Area

Hello there Ann,
It has come to my attention that there is a proposal to build a dog park near the freeway overpass
along Grand and Lakeshore and I just want you to know that I wholeheartedly support this
effort. I am a dog owner and resident of Oakland and I also work in a local profession helping
animals.
Here are the reasons I support this measure:
- Oakland NEEDS a dog park in this area as the nearest one is 2 MILES AWAY.
- The Lakeshore Market on Saturdays has a sign that says "No dogs allowed" and "See you at
the Dog Park." So shoppers at the market can't have their dog go to a local dog park because
there isn't one.
- There are TONS of dogs in the area.
- I used to work directly across the street at Clausen House on Grand (the organization that
serves developmentally disabled individuals) and I've observed over the years that this section of
the park is very poorly utilized. The close proximity to heavy traffic coming off the freeway
makes this area a poor choice for soccer and other "ball" games, the only other activity I've seen
in this section of the park. I have seen a ball or two run into traffic and this park would
effectively prevent this from happening, leaving other space for such activities.
I very much support the construction of such a dog park as they build community and allow
locals to meet each other. This is a low cost way to add a lot of character to such a thriving area.
Please help make this happen!!
Thanks so much and happy new year!

Graham Quigley
510.912.8184
grahamquigley.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Neil Egan [neilegan@mac.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 6:44 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Lakeview Dog Play Area

Dear Ann Clevenger,
My wife and I just moved to Oakland from Brooklyn, NY. We have loved just about everything
we've found here as we've adjusted to our new surroundings, with one big exception. The lack of
any dedicated space to walk our dog in the beautiful park spaces near our new home!
In Brooklyn, the community of dog owners was large and widespread, and we all knew that we
would see each other on schedule every day at the dedicated off-leash hours in
beautiful Prospect Park. Far from create problems or safety issues, it became a very effective
way to strengthen and enrich the community spirit of the many neighborhoods that were served
by this great feature.
Please know that my wife and I, and every other dog owner we've encountered in the area, and
many others who don't even own a dog, feel the same way as us. Our tax dollars are funding a
park that excludes us, and those who work hard to keep it that way are misinformed, and are not
serving the needs of their own community.
Many thanks for your work,
Neil Egan
I live right off of Grand and Lake Merritt with my husband and dog and we are in
great need of a dog park! When we moved to this area we were shocked to learn
that we were not allowed to take our well-behaved pet into any of the park space
around the lake, even on leash! So when we heard about this proposed dog park we
breathed a sigh of relief, but we see that there is still work to be done to make it a
reality.
The very large community of local dog owners desperately need a place to take
their dogs. In my opinion it's ridiculous to have all of this publicly funded park
space that doesn't even include a place where we can take our pet, and the Lakeview
dog play area would take a necessary step in the right direction. We would benefit
greatly from having a space where our dog can run off leash and have fun fetching
the ball and playing with other dogs, and meanwhile I can meet and greet my
neighbors. It would enhance the lives of our dogs but also our lives as members of
this community! Please PLEASE bring this proposed park into reality!
Thank you,
Sarah Wilhelm
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nonie C [nasyatana@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, January 05, 2012 12:49 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: letter
Dear City of Oakland,
I urge you to build the dog park at Lakeshore and MacArthur now! The park will be used by lots of dog
owners and still leave plenty of room for soccer and the playground. As dog owners we are not allowed to
use any of the parks around Lake Merritt. We want to access to at least this small one acre in
central Oakland so that we don’t have to drive to Piedmont, Alameda or even use the car for the trip to
the Oakland hills. The dog park at Lake Merritt is a low cost park with plans for volunteer maintenance
and fundraising that will benefit hundreds of visitors to the Grand Lake area every year.
Thank You
Nasyatana Comer
282 Parkview Terr Oakland Ca 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Scarletbohemian@aol.com

Sent:

Thursday, January 26, 2012 9:18 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: long awaited dog park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am writing to let you know how tired my husband and I are of waiting for the dog park
that was part of the master plan in measure DD. I am a native and have gone all through
Oakland public schools, and have been very active in city affairs and am tired of a small but
vocal few making this a political issue. Lake view Dog Play Area, has been in planning for
over 11 years. It’s gone through dozens of public meetings, and has been in the press many
times. It would transform a little-used park into a facility that serves hundreds of nearby
residents daily – including many elderly and new families. The fact that certain council
people have let a handful of their continuants destroy this plan is despicable!
I was on the board of directors of the Cameron-Stanford house, the Bellevue club,
Shakespeare in the Park, was on the executive committee of the Centennial Suffrage parade
this past October. I am self employed and have had my own showroom with high end
furniture, as well as art and antiques. I have very evolved GOOD taste and would never be
part of anything that would destroy the beauty of our Park. I vow to be part of a
volunteer committee that will see to it this park is kept clean and beautiful. ODOG has a
track record and Emily Rosenburg is a known figure to the Mayor's office and will vow the
same!
Please end this conflict and give us our long deserved place to congregate.
Best,
Richelle Lieberman
Noah Harms
251 Acton Place, Oakland, CA
510.381.1973 510.444.2159
www.somethingtosellabout.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Save Astro Park Group [saveastropark@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 29, 2012 10:08 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: May 2nd Planning Commission Meeting-Please Confirm

HI Ann,
Can you please confirm that the Planning Commission meeting will be May 2nd at noon. Either
way, can you let us know?
Pat Kernighan announced it in her newsletter but we just want to be 100% sure.
Thank you,
Sue Levin
Save Astro Park
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jeff Chorney [jeffchorney@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 8:55 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: No dog park

Dear Ann Clevenger,
My name is Jeff, and I live on Perkins Street, near the intersection with Grand Avenue, with my
wife and daughter. I learned recently there is a plan afoot to put in a dog run at Astro Park.
I am writing to tell you that I am 100% opposed to this plan. I urge you to do everything in your
power to make sure that no dog run is installed at that location.
Nearly every Saturday, my daughter and I walk down Grand to the Farmer's Market. We stay
there for awhile and then we go to Astro Park. We enjoy the grass and the playground. We like
to watch people playing soccer and we like to play on the grass ourselves. Putting a dog run at
that location would create an eyesore and would take away my enjoyment and the enjoyment of
others.
Astro Park's green space is the perfect contrast to the busy freeway next door. It is the antidote to
traffic. It helps make the rest of our neighborhood palatable.
I understand some dogs need a place to run but the center of our neighborhood is not the right
place. Dogs should not take priority over people, especially children. Please do not diminish a
very necessary patch of green.
Sincerely,
Jeff Chorney
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Gail Price [gailprice1@comcast.net]

Sent:

Saturday, March 03, 2012 6:51 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; save

Subject: NO DOG PARK at Astro Park

Dear Commissioners, Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the
fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. I live on Lake Merritt and use the
park for Yoga, picnicking and reading. I see many people with children using the park.
None of those human uses would be happening if the park is used for dogs and littered
with dog poop. I see many, many people enjoying walking their dogs around the lake.
To me it seems better exercise for the humans to walk with their dogs rather than sit
around and watch the dogs play in an enclosed area. Plus I think that an enclosed dog
park will be an eyesore.
Thank you,
Gail Price
277 Wayne Avenue
Oakland, Ca 94606
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Bonnie Forbes Wittenstein [bonniemforbes@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 12:35 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: NO dog park at Astro Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am writing to urge you and the other Planning Commision members NOT to approve the dog
park at Astro Park. It seems to me that there are plenty of other spaces/ empty lots throughout
Oakland that are an eye-sore and would benefit from being turned into a dog park space. Why
would you want to ruin the beautiful green lawn that is used by so many people? The fence
would definitely take away from the beauty of the park and Lake Merrit. Even though I have a
dog, I do not want that space used just for dogs to play. It belongs to the people of Oakland and
should remain that way.
Thank you for your consideration,
Bonnie Forbes

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jill Friedman [bearcat3@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, April 08, 2012 6:11 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: No dog park at Astro Park!!
I am writing to add my voice to the many in our community who do not want any part of Astro Park
converted to a dog park. I live nearby [up Perkins] and often walk in the area around Astro Park and the
Lake, sometimes even with a neighbor's dog. A dog park is not consistent with current use, by children,
families, and sports groups. Nor is a dog park what I would want visitors to the Grand Lake/Lake Merritt
area to be confronted with as a first sight. Please find a different space for people with their dogs. One
that is not at the gateway to our wonderful community, and one that does not take away open space that
is already used by others. Thanks. Jill Friedman
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Anne [gordon.anne@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 1:23 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: No Dog Park at Astro Park

To the Planning Commission,
I am a concerned mother of two who loves to take her kids to Astro Park. The park, in fact, is
one big reason that we have chosen to live in the Grand/Lake neighborhood. My partner plays
frisbee on the grass, we have picnics near the library, and not a week goes by without me taking
both children to the playground. It would be truly tragic to replace a beautiful stretch of green
with a fenced-in, non-grass dog park. Moreover, my toddler is scared of dogs, and it would cut
down on our enjoyment of the playground immensely to constantly be having to reassure her that
the dogs will not come over to the playground.
Please reject the proposal for the dog park.
Thank you,
Anne Gordon
460 Valle Vista Ave.
Oakland, CA 94610
-Anne D. Gordon
gordon.anne@gmail.com
773.895.1609

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Amy Jo Evje [amyjoevje@gmail.com]
Thursday, October 13, 2011 1:19 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
No dog park in Astro Park please

Dear Ann Clevenger,
I'm writing to tell you that I strongly disapprove of any plan to turn Astro Park into
a dog park.
I am a dog owner, a mother, and a frequent visitor to Lake Merritt and the farmer's
market. It would be a terrible idea to change the beautiful, highly used grassy park
into a brown, fenced dog park.
(1) Oakland boasts a number of gorgeous hiking trails that are dog- friendly. This
insistence that dog owners have some sort of right to a dog park in each and every
neighborhood is ridiculous. Dogs do best on trails, in motion, not romping around in a
fenced wood chip area.
(2) Astro Park is always being used by people with kids, by sports teams and camps,
pick-up soccer leagues, and folks who exercise at the lake. Why fix what isn't broken?
(3) The geese who live at Lake Merritt also use this grass at Astro Park, and they
will have to overpopulate the grassy area near the lake, causing more congestion in an
already busy area.
(4) It is not logical to turn a green space into a brown space, when there are plenty
of ugly, unused spots in our city that could be turned into dog parks.
Thank you for your time,
Amy Karn
2907 Georgia St.
Oakland, CA 94602
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Felicia [mai.felicia@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 10, 2012 2:06 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Nadel, Nancy; At Large; Kernighan, Pat

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: No dog park in Astro park

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing you today, to ask you to please DENY the conditional use permit application
for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood Astro park. I am a working
professional and mother of a 2 year old. My family frequents the playground, the nearby
library, and the open field on a daily basis. We believe that by allowing the proposed
dog park to go through, you would be negatively impacting the community in many
ways. There are not any other open fields in the vicinity, however there are at least 6
other dog parks in the area. Many children and adults use the open fields for picnicking,
chasing geese, sunbathing, games of three-flies-up, soccer, volleyball, capture the flag,
and more. By taking away this space and redesignating it for running dogs,

you'd be doing many humans a disservice. Please save our Lakeview/Astro
Park!
Sincerely,
Felicia Hashimoto
z
z
z
z
z
z
z
z
z
z

z

z
z
z
z

Locating a dog park in the middle of a highly visible, high density retail environment is inappropriate
and unwise fiscally and aesthetically
The dog park would remove 50% of an open playfield currently depended upon by residents and
schools.
Active recreation use is identified by OSCAR as being inadequately served in the Lake Merritt area.
Maintaining a dog park in this location is not sustainable. The high visibility requires maintenance
standards that could not nor should be left up to a volunteer group.
Parking is already stressed in the area. The dog park proposal would only add to the parking
demand.
The area sits atop two major watershed creeks and is saturated with rain water during winter and
spring months.
The proposed location is next to a tot lot, raising concerns regarding incompatibility and safety.
Open Space (OSCAR) guidelines mandate that at the most, only 15% of this space be evaluated for
change of use. The current proposal would change 24% of this neighborhood park.
OSCAR guidelines described above mandate that new dog parks be located in underutilized spaces,
not high value, existing playfields.
The original dog park proposal followed appropriate process by being reviewed in 2004 and 2006
community meetings, but the design proposal at that time was for a highly improved $400,000 dog
park.
The cost estimate for the current proposal is $45,000 —only 11% of the original budget. No predevelopment community meetings were held to gather input, even though concerns began surfacing
in community email groups in mid-2009.
A dog park with a small capital budget and a dubious maintenance strategy should be located in a
less visible location.
The location is too noisy and too busy for dogs and too dangerous if a dog were to get loose offleash.
There is a much better alternative location for a dog park at Lake Merritt that avoids virtually every
concern brought up with the Astro/Eastshore Park location.

http://www.saveastropark.org/

-Felicia Mai Hashimoto
510.517.0051
mai.felicia@gmail.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ailian Chong [chongppr@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Thursday, April 05, 2012 4:51 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: No Dog Park on Lakeshore Please

Dear Planning Commission:
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced
dog area in our neighborhood near Astro Park. I love the open
green space which is currently there. It's a joy to have such wide
open space and seeing informal soccer and baseball games with
kids and a few dogs running around. I used to bring my kids to
this park and not have to worry too much about uncontrolled dogs
in the area.
This space is too small for bounding dogs to move about freely and
the fenced area will cramp the whole openness of this urban area.
We've visited Point Isabel Park in El Cerrito, and can see how a dog
park can be a magnet for many dogs in the greater bay area. This
kind of increased usage would be inappropriate for our
neighborhood. With cutbacks on the Parks & Recreation
Department, there won't be funds for the more intensive
maintenance needed for a new dog park. Please keep this
neighborhood enjoyable AS IS since it is already a fairly dense
populated area.
Sincerely,
Oy-Lene Chong
Spruce Street
Oakland

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Khalid Kadir [khalidkadir@gmail.com]
Saturday, October 22, 2011 9:15 PM
Clevenger, Ann
No Dog Park on Lakeshore!

Hello As a long-time resident of Oakland who lives 1/2 block off of Lakeshore Avenue, I just
wanted to register my opinion on the proposed dog park.
I think the location is horrible, and better alternatives exist (near Fairyland, for
example).
Please vote against the proposed dog park and do not succumb to the wishes of a small,
outspoken portion of our community at the expense of the rest.
Thank you,
Khalid Kadir
615 Brooklyn Avenue #4
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

lasaffold@gmail.com

Sent:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 2:43 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: no dog park!

I'm a parent and neighbor who uses the park and library regularly (3-5 times a week) and am
writing to let you know that I oppose the idea of a dog park on the corner of Lakeshore and
MacArthur.
Thank you,
Leigh Saffold

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Emily Mendel [emily@mendelnet.com]
Friday, March 02, 2012 11:15 AM
Clevenger, Ann
No dog park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area
in our neighborhood park. The only green space we have should be used by all.
Emily Mendel
Sent from my phone

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

kay marie jacobson [kmariej@comcast.net]
Thursday, April 05, 2012 3:56 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
No dog run at Astro Park!

Hello Commissioners,
I'm writing to urge you to please deny the application for the conditional use permit
for a "dog run" at Astro Park. Green spaces are in short supply in the Grand Ave Lakeshore neighborhood and the fencing of even a small portion of the park would be a
huge loss. I personally walk by that park several times a week and my grandchildren
often use the playground adjacent to the area proposed. The kids always want to run
and play on the expanse of grass -- the nearest open space for a "kid run" is in
Piedmont. That's a sad fact.
Aside from losing access to the field, a dog run will sacrifice what little green we
have and no doubt turn it into a muddy mess. I love dogs and respect their needs to
run, but this is simply not a great location for this use. Our priorities should be to
the overall quality of the environment and more importantly to the children in the
neighborhood. It is vital for us to preserve and improve what little public park space
we have -- a dog run does not serve this purpose. Lastly, having so many dogs coming
and going right next to a busy children's playground is probably asking for trouble.
Thank you for listening.
Sincerely,
Kay Marie Jacobson
651 Santa Ray Avenue
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sheila [selewis458@aol.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, December 06, 2011 9:26 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: No Dog Run in Astro Park

Hi,
I am an Oakland resident who walks Lake Merritt quite frequently. I'm
among those who do not want a fenced dog run at Lakeshore and
MacArthur. Other than simply being unsightly, it eliminates some of
the most important activities that take place there. Just a couple of
weekends ago there was a soccer match for Special Olympians. In my
mind, these are more important activities.
Need a dog run, build one near your home. That may work!
Thank you for your support!
Sheila Lewis
438 West Grand Avenue
#413
Oakland, CA 94612
"Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass all four essential food groups: alcohol, caffeine, sugar and
fat."
- Alex Levine
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

christina mastrangelo [christina.mastrangelo@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, November 14, 2011 5:28 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: NO On Fenced Dog Run Astro Park

Dear Council Members and Staff,
I am writing to voice concern and vote against having the fenced dog run at Astro Park at Lake
Merritt for the following reasons:
SAFETY!! - Too close to the Children's Playground and Street which is not good for the kids or
the dogs.
Not sanitary for the location
Not the best use for the greater public
Destroys the Oakland Culture of that use in that park.
This will deter the greater public from use and enjoyment of the park. Please put the dog park
else where. In addition most of the dog owners currently walk there dogs around the Lake
and those that I have talked to said they would not use the dog park and that they would
continue to walk there dog around the lake.
-Very Concerned Oakland Resident
Christina Mastrangelo
MOBILE: 510-459-2653
EMAIL: christina.mastrangelo@gmail.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Andy Asp [westernsaga@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 13, 2012 10:27 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: NO to Astro dog park!

Hello,

I just want to let you know that I’m opposed to the proposed dog park at Astro Park near the
lake. There’s a dog park just a 10 minute walk away in Piedmont, and that field is one of the last
true open spaces in the area.

Creating a dog park there transforms the area into a special-interest zone rather than an area for
the general public near the playground. There’s a good spot underneath the MacArthur freeway
at Glen Echo Park that would be a fine dog park, with no playground nearby. Please give it a
look.

No to the dog park!

Andy Asp
438 Lee Street, Apt. 1
Oakland , CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Carole Eade [caroleade@verizon.net]

Sent:

Thursday, January 12, 2012 12:04 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; nnadel@oaklamdnet.com; At Large

Subject: NO to Dog Park at Astro Park
I have two grandchildren who live within walking distance of Astro Park. I take them to the park every
week, as does their other grandmother and parents. We love the park and what I particularly love about
it is that no dogs are allowed. It is rare to see a dog on the grass and I love the fact that as soon as you
approach the park there is a visable sign stating that no dogs are allowed. I myself am afraid to be
around dogs and find that often dog-owners, who let their dogs off leash will ttell you "don't worry my dog
doesn't bite". Nothing scares me more than seeing a dog off a leash go up to a child, particularly my
grandchildren. I truly believe that having a dog park in the area will encourage people to allow their dogs
nearer to the playground because they will talk onto the playground with their dog either while dropping
their children off to play or after getting their dogs from the playground. There will be dog poop around
the playgound where there is none now.
In addition, I find it to be such a pleasure to see an area where parents and children can bring a ball to the
grass and kick it around. There are many people who come to the grass just to play soccer and I think it
would be a shame to take that space away from them. My little grandson loves to lay on the damp grass
in the summer. He loves the way it feels. He is very tactile and to have that beautiful green grass for the
children to enjoy is a wonderful part of that corner park. My grandson picked little daisy flowers, picks up
white goose feathers and runs and blows them in the air. He has learned to kick a ball there.
Please do not allow that space to be ruined. It's a beautiful corner park and so many people enjoy it.
Allowing dogs to enter the area (fenced in or not) will change the whole flavor of the park. The
playground which is situated in that beautiful open area will become a claustrophobic area and I know that
I will no longer enjoy taking my grandchildren there.
I know that if you allow the dog park, there WILL be dog problems there. Please don't ruin a beatiful
thing. Find another spot away from where little children play. Thank you. Carole Eade

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Steven Boranian [stevenboranian@yahoo.com]
Wednesday, March 07, 2012 7:56 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Kernighan, Pat; At Large; saveastropark@gmail.com
NO to the dog park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
Please DENY the misguided application to convert our beautiful neighborhood park into
an off-leash dog park.
What a sad day it would be if you were to take this wonderful resource that is enjoyed
by so many and turn it over to dogs and their owners, who care about no one other than
themselves. The most sad part is that a dog park is completely unnecessary. Every
dog owner in Oakland is free to have his or her dog in her or her own home, and there
is no need, and certainly no entitlement, to have premium public space fenced off for
their exclusive use.
I have lived in the neighborhood for 16 years and have raised my three children here,
walking often to the park and to the nearby library. I also drive by the park on a
daily basis, like thousands of others, and it is a wonderful gateway to the
neighborhood. Imagine if the open green space is replaced by a fenced-off brown patch
filled with dogs and their droppings. If you approve this application, you will
literally be dumping on our neighborhood. In fact, the weather this weekend is
supposed to be nice and clear. Why don't you drive by and see for yourself how well
this space is used and what a tragedy it would be if you put an end to the open use of
this public space.
Please do not give in to the selfish dog owners. There are bullies and will insist
that the entire city needs to embrace and accommodate their precious pets. They must
not be allowed to appropriate for themselves one of the nicest spots in our
neighborhood.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.
Steven Boranian
780 Trestle Glen Rd.
510-893-1402
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Debbie Cooper [debjoy.cooper@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 7:58 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Nadel, Nancy; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: No to the dog park

Dear Ms. Clevenger and Councilmembers Kernighan, Kaplan, and Nadel:

I am writing to express my opposition to the Lakeview Dog Park proposal for three primary
reasons.
1. It is going to be UGLY. There’s no doubt in my mind about this. I am a highly skilled
architect and I spend all my time evaluating design. It is incomprehensible to me how such
a bad proposal is even being considered on a site adjacent to all of the very successful
improvements around Lake Merritt and at Splash Pad Park, and in such a prominent focal
point of the neighborhood.
And there’s nothing that will convince me that urine-soaked wood chips won’t smell.
2. The community doesn’t want it. I’ve been working with SAVE ASTRO PARK for almost a
year to inform my neighbors about this plan. I’ve told hundreds of people that this green
space will be fenced and filled with wood chips, and I’ve watched shock and disgust come
over their faces every time.
3. ODOG doesn’t understand what they are asking for. SAVE ASTRO PARK has staked out
the dog park area to show the neighborhood where the new dog park will be located on
several occasions. We have repeatedly had members of ODOG state that the area staked
out is larger than their proposed plan. But we have made every attempt to show the
location accurately based on ODOG’s plan. This was done by a landscape architect, a
contractor, and me – an architect. We know how to read plans.
If they can’t visualize the size of the space they are asking for, they certainly don’t
understand how truly detrimental a fenced, brown space will be.
Please keep Astro GREEN. I sincerely and strongly request that you DENY the proposal for the
Lakeview Dog Park.

Thank you.
Deborah J. Cooper, AIA, LEED AP
681 Spruce Street
Oakland
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarah Heath [trisas6@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, April 01, 2012 12:09 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: NO to the Lakeview Dog Park proposal

Dear Commissioners,
I want to voice my opinion that Astro Park is NOT an appropriate location a fenced offleash dog area - the space is too used and beloved by people (adults playing ultimate,
kids playing soccer, individuals reading, etc.)
While I support dog parks throughout the city, they should be strategically located in
areas where we are not taking green-space away from children and adults for exclusive
use by dogs - we need to keep our priorities straight. The green-space in our city (as in
any city) is far to precious & limited to surrender to the dogs. It would be an
unnecessary eye-sore in what is now a beautiful treasure for families, neighbors and
visitors.
Please consider alternative locations for the dog park and DENY the conditional
use permit application for the Lakeview Dog Park.
Thank you,
~Sarah
Sarah Heath
Stow Ave, Oakland
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Steve Saffold [stevesaffold@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 02, 2012 1:08 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

Kernighan, Pat

Subject: Oakland Common
Dear Ms. Clevenger,
Please deny the application to turn the green, open space at Lakeshore & MacArthur--"Astro Park"--into a
fenced, wood-chipped dog area. This space is a gift, a true Commons at the very core of our city. The fact
that this proposal had made it this far is frankly stunning. Would Boston permit half of Boston Commons
to be turned into a fenced, wood-chipped dog area?
This should not come down to a show of hands by citizens. This is the job of the planning department and
planning commission--to demonstrate vision, and in some cases, courage, to do what is best for Oakland
today and far into the future.
With that being said, there is an astonishing amount of resistance to this proposal. I have stood at the
proposed location on several Saturdays, simply explaining the proposal and giving people the opportunity
to write down their email addresses if they believed this was a bad idea.
We have not been there every Saturday; in fact we have only been out there between five and ten times,
within the past few months. And only in the morning.
On these mornings, some 1300 people have written down their names and email addresses and asked us
to keep them posted on how to defeat this proposal. 1300.
I happen to work in real estate development. All of the projects I work on are "infill" projects in urban
areas. I have seen major projects defeated by groups as small as two or three people. In the case of this
dog park proposal, there are 1300 people who signed their names and volunteered their email addresses
AT THE SITE. These are not people who are part of a region-wide network of dog-park objectors. I ask
you: how could the city approve a project--a project that requires a conditional use permit for a change of
use, nonetheless--that has at least 1300 objectors who have volunteered their information, not to mention
unknown numbers who have not done so??
There are myriad reasons that this is plainly a horrible location for a dog park. Take your pick: adjacency
to a tot playground, already gridlock traffic, no parking, no maintenance budget, permanent awful smell at
a key Oakland location, regular use by folks of every age and stripe, or (my personal biggest reason) the
beauty of the space and the tranquility it affords at this key location.
Thanks, Ms. Clevenger.
Kind regards,
Steve Saffold

Steve Saffold
510-282-9169 mobile
stevesaffold@yahoo.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elizabeth Benhardt [benhardt@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Sunday, October 23, 2011 2:01 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Oakland Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger:
I have just learned that a dog park/run will be built at the Astro park at MacArthur Blvd
Lakeshore Avenue. I am not opposed to establishing an off -eash area for dogs, but why in
heaven's name would it be planned at such a prominent and heavily utilized location.
I pass that intersection daily. I see children in the playground. And groups of kids, teens and
sometimes adults cavorting in the green fields, tossing a ball, playing volleyball or practicing
sports or simply running around. It's a place where the community gathers to enjoy the green
space. Astro Park is the gateway to Lake Merritt, the alleged "jewel" of Oakland. I cannot
imagine why city planners would intentionally blight the area with a fenced in dog park.There
are other more discreet areas bordering the lake which could be reserved for dogs.
Please advise me if you are in favor of building the dog park in that location. Please explain the
plans, i.e. how much of the current park would be diminished? How high would the fence be?
How often would the dog area be cleaned and how would that be funded? Also let me know
what other areas have been considered and why they are deemed inadequate.
As a long time resident of the neighborhood, I appreciate your response.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Benhardt
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

JM Drew [jmdrew2001@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 09, 2012 4:43 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Oakland off least dog area @ Lake Merrit

To: Ann Clevenger
Oakland City Planner [aclevenger@oaklandnet.com]
RE: Off least dog play area near Lake Merritt - please support this
Dear Ann,
Living in Oakland is wonderful. But with violence and too few Oakland Police
I need to have a dog to feel safe in my neighborhood.
To have a well behaved, social dog is also important to me and the
surrounding community. A well trained and happy dog that gets a lot of
needed exercise prevents unruly dogs that are not ready to be out in public.
One factor that helps to create a well behaved, socialized dog (besides
training, which is an integral part) is an opportunity for them to run and
have fun in their surrounding community. Lake Merritt is a wonderful place
to walk and enjoy one of the unique and special places in Oakland. It would
be that much better if I can bring my dog and he can also enjoy himself at
an off leash dog park. Governor Brown also lives in my neighborhood and
he too now has a dog who needs places to play and run off energy in
Oakland.
I hope I can count on your support for a dog park in or near Lake Merritt.
JM Drew ~hope for the best , prepare for the worst
510-331-9914

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathleen Meagher [meagherk@comcast.net]
Friday, January 06, 2012 2:21 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net

Dear Ms. Clevenger-I'm writing in support of the long-planned Lake Merritt Dog Park. My husband and I
live on Trestle Glen Road, within walking distance of the park, and we, along with
Chula, our dog, would love to have a convenient place where she can exercise and
socialize with other dogs.
At present, we generally drive to the dog park under the freeway, off Claremont
Avenue. We'd prefer not to use our car if we don't have to, and we are certain that
the many dog owners in our neighborhood would really welcome the chance to take their
pets to the park without having to drive.
I understand that some people are concerned about the proximity of the proposed park
to a children's playground. From my experiences at the Claremont Avenue dog park, I
think this concern is unwarranted. There, as in the proposed park, the dogs and
children would be separated by a fence. Furthermore, the dog park appears to be quite
an attraction to many of the children at the Claremont Avenue park--the dogs pay
little attention to the kids, and certainly never bark at or threaten them, but the
kids love to watch the dogs playing tag and catching balls.
Please don't let the dog owners of our neighborhood down. We have hoped and worked
for this dog park for a long time. It will be a welcome addition to the Lake Merritt
area.
Kathleen Meagher

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Greg Macchi [gmac619@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 14, 2012 1:11 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Opposed to dog park at Astro Park

Hello I'm writing to voice my opposition to the proposed dog park at Astro Park on Lakeshore/Grand
Ave. I live in the area with two small children and often use the playground and grass area to
play, and run. I feel the dog park is much too large for the park and would ultimately be an
eyesore and detract from the lovely presentation of the Lake and park area.
I strongly urge all of you to consider another, more better suited location.
Best,
Greg Macchi
452 Newton Ave.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rachel Dulaney [rachel.dulaney@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, November 09, 2011 10:33 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Opposed to dog run plan for Astro Park

To Whom it may Concern,
I wish to voice my opposition to the proposed dog run at Astro Park near Mac Arthur Boulevard
and Lakeshore.
As a resident in the area (Palm Ave @ Bellevue) since 2006, I was surprised to hear of the
project only recently from the group Save Astro Park. I have serious concerns about the
changes proposed. The Save Astro Park group (www.saveastropark.org) enumerates several that
I see as valid:
-poor drainage in that area of the park exposing dogs and people to increased health hazards
-high vehicle traffic in very close proximity
-cutting the usable recreation space of the already small park in half
-detracting from the beauty of the current open green field
-proximity to children's play area
-already overburdened city maintenance department would be unable to devote adequate
resources to upkeep and slipshod and impermanent volunteer groups are no substitute.
Furthermore, I would encourage investigating the option of a dog run site at the old horse stables
as described on at http://www.saveastropark.org/alternative-location. This location is nearby,
walkable yet off the main artery roads, disused, and has firmer drier ground.
When the idea for a dog run in the area was first put forth in 1998, it may have had more support
because there was a dearth of available off leash runs in Oakland. However, the implementation
of the plan took many years to move forward, as with many bureaucratic processes, and in the
interim other locations for off leash dog use have become available (find a list here).
While I appreciate that the plan for the Mac Arthur/ Lakeshore site has been in the works for
years, I still do not find that that expense and effort put into it thus far is just cause for
implementing a flawed plan for the park. It would be a costly mistake, and would no doubt meet
with overwhelming community opposition if more people were aware of the plan.
I look forward to hearing discussion on this topic at the Planning Commission meeting.
Thank you for your devoted civil service and your attention in this matter.
Ms. Rachel Dulaney
Adams Point
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Natalie West [buglight2010@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 27, 2012 9:01 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Opposing Dog Park at Astro Park
. Please convey this message to the Planning Commission:
Dear Commissioners:
It is imperative that Oakland conserve its level park lands for human recreational use, not for dog parks.
Please deny the proposed dog park at Astro Park, and direct staff to explore alternatives such as the
underutilized park at Lakeshore/Hanover/Wayne.
Oakland is chronically short of parks for soccer, volleyball, and other sports that need to be played on
turf. We are not a community like Piedmont, where private donors can pay millions of dollars to excavate
a canyon and provide expanded facilities. (Blair Park proposal in Piedmont.) In Oakland, we must protect
and preserve our level grass areas so that children and adults can stay active and involved in our
community. The area that has been proposed for a dog park is almost always in use for frisbee,
volleyball, soccer and other human activities; the area must be preserved for such activities.
A few short blocks away, there is a park on Lakeshore/Hanover/Wayne that would be a great dog park.
This area has benches, some trees providing shade, a slope overlooking the lake, onstreet parking, and
adequate space for a dog park while preserving a buffer for adjacent areas. A dog park on this area
would make the neighborhood a safer, more pleasant area for all.
Thank you for denying the proposed Astro Dog park. Best regards, Natalie West (Oakland resident for 35
years, raised 2 children here - always looking for soccer, baseball, and other playing fields for the youth
of our community.)
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Richard Burge [rwburge@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Tuesday, April 03, 2012 2:49 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Opposition to Astro Park dog area
To the Commissioners:
I am strongly opposed to any use of Astro Park for an unattractive fenced dog area and I urge you to deny
the use permit for it. The fine grassy area is a rare, pleasant counterpoint to our otherwise congested
urban environment. I think it is unreasonable that dog owners have the expectation of allowing their
animals to run around off-leash and that the established public use of this nice open space should be
hijacked for such an inappropriate purpose.
Dog owners have many options for exercising their pets at a wealth of surrounding areas in the East Bay
Regional Parks and elsewhere. Owning a dog in Oakland was a choice they made in light of the existing
features of our city. It should not be everyone else's responsibility to give over any part of our
neighborhood park just because some owners now want to make their lives more convenient.
Sincerely,
Richard Burge
1032 Ardmore Ave.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

R. Blair Sly [rblairsly@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 30, 2012 10:28 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Opposition to Dog Park at Astro Park/Eastshore Park

Hello,
I am a lifetime resident of Oakland and currently live on Wayne Ave, between Hanover and
Stowe. I strongly oppose the proposal to establish a dog park at Astro Park/Eastshore Park, and
encourage the commission to vote down the proposal.
Oakland is desperately deficient in level, grassy playing fields for sports and other recreational
uses. I am an active volleyball and soccer player, and regularly use the space at Astro park to
play these sports. Having a central place where anyone can freely participate in these types
activities is critical to establishing a sense of community in this neighborhood. Proponents of the
dog park argue that an ample grassy area would be preserved, but let's be frank -- the area they
propose is just too small to accommodate soccer and other activities.
I fully support establishing a dog park in the general Lake Merritt area, but PLEASE, let's work
to find an alternative location for a dog park that doesn't take away from any of the
invaluable level grassy areas that are used for other activities! There are reasonable
alternatives in Lakeside park near Fairyland, or down Lakeshore at the underutilized park
at Lakeshore/Hanover/Wayne.
I hope you will do the right thing and preserve flat open green space for our community
by denying the proposed Astro Dog park.
Blair Sly
407 Wayne Ave
Oakland CA 94606
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Brian Collins [briancollins111@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, October 05, 2011 10:04 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; At Large

Subject: opposition to proposed Astro Dog Park at Lakeview Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger, Kernighan, and Kaplan,
I recently learned of proposed plans to build an off-leash dog park at Lakeview Park. This letter
is to notify you, the city council, the Public Works Agency, and the Office of Parks and
Recreation that I am strongly opposed to this plan.
I understand from my background research that this plan was proposed by a citizen petition in
1999 with only 740 signatures. The proposal was then initially planned as part of the Lake
Merritt Park Master Plan in 2002. The proposal was then offered to public review in 2005 and
2006.
I have several concerns about this process - namely that:
1. 740 citizen signatures is a small subset, and it is highly likely that there are many more than
740 citizens (such as myself) that are opposed to this proposal. If the city council wishes, I am
convinced that the citizens would easily gather several thousand signatures showing that this is
not a good idea.
2. I moved to the neighborhood in 2006 as a homeowner in the Lake Shore neighborhood.
Thus, I never had a chance to participate in this process. Given the opportunity, I would gladly
provide my opinion on opposition of this plan.
3. The plan in itself is not a good idea. Why convert grassy field that are currently being used
by citizens for recreation to dirt areas used by dogs for recreation? Whereas I am a dog lover, I
do not agree that their "rights" to run around at a dog park outweigh citizens rights to recreate.
4. As I understand it, there are seven other dog parks within only a few miles of this location.
Three of these were opened since 2006. Since the purpose of dog parks is to let dogs stretch
their legs, it only makes sense that their owners can also stretch their legs and walk a little further
to those locations.
5. If it is determined that another dog park is necessary, a careful review of additional locations
should be conducted - Lakeview Park is not the right place - it is currently used by citizens and
serves as a greenbelt between Interstate 580 and Lake Merritt. It should be kept green.
I encourage you each to oppose this plan!
Sincerely,
Brian Collins
872 Erie Street
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Peggy Bristol-Wright [pegasus16.b@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 13, 2012 11:36 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Nadel, Nancy; At Large; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: Opposition to Proposed Dog Park at Astro Park

To Ann Clevenger, Pat Kernighan, Nancy Nadel and Rebecca Kaplan:
I'm writing to express my concern about the proposal to turn Astro Park at Lake Merritt
into a dog park. I live in the Lake Merritt area, and I realize there are a lot of folks who
own dogs in this part of Oakland. Lake Merritt is a great attraction for everyone and
everything, from humans to birds to canines (and not a few rodents.) However, I don't
believe Astro Park is the right place for a dog park for a number of reasons.
* It's too close to the children's play area. Please remember that not all dog owners are
responsible when it comes to their pets. And many children are afraid of dogs.
* Lots of folks own pit bulls. Lots of folks own Rottweilers. Lots of folks own German
shepherds. Are you really considering exposing the City to additional liability by
specifically inviting these breeds of dogs to come and play right next to a children's
playground? What if just one of them gets away from its owner or out of control? Have
you ever noticed that not every dog owner does a good job of controlling his/her pet?
* Who is going to clean up the droppings? Is the City going to hire more workers, or (as
I've heard) are you going to rely on the good will of the dog owners? If your answer is
the latter, do you really believe that a volunteer workforce is going to maintain their
commitment to pick up dog poop over the long haul?
* What about the people whose apartments or condos currently overlook this area of the
Lake? Are all of them in support of the additional noise, the less-than-aesthetic view of
dog droppings, and the smell?
* Astro Park is currently enjoyed by numbers of people for team sports like soccer. If
you displace them with a dog park, where are you suggesting that they go now?
* Astro Park is very close to the Farmer's Market as well. Somehow, the visual of soccer
players right across the street from the Market just works better than a visual of a whole
gang of dogs in such close proximity to the Market.
* There is another small park, right by Lakeshore and Hanover, that doesn't seem to be
used very much. Why not use that for a dog park instead?
I love dogs and my children have enjoyed them as pets. However, when it comes to the
concept of letting dogs run around freely, Lake Merritt clearly is no substitute for Point
Isabel. A dog park is a good idea, but Astro Park is not the right place.
Sincerely,
Peggy Bristol-Wright

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Roberts [davidbobs1@gmail.com]
Sunday, December 04, 2011 12:18 PM
Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large; Clevenger, Ann
Oppposed to dog park at Lake Merritt

Please continue your thoughtful opposition to the dogpark at lake merritt
I appreciate all the effort that has gone into this by both side but as a 25 year
resident and park user for that entire time, a dog park is an extremely inappropriate
use for a high traffic, high visibility location that will draw huge numbers of
drivers that want to come and run their dogs off leash. I have a dog and its sad but
a fact of life that you have to walk them on leash or drive somewhere far away. My
kids learned soccer on the patch of ground the dogs will now have.
-Best regards
David Roberts
510 444 1173
davidbobs@earthlink.net
davidbobs1@gmail.com

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rose Hammerman [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 02, 2012 9:23 PM

To:

odogparks@comcast.net; Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Nadel, Nancy; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org;
michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Kernighan, Pat

Subject: I support the Lakeview Dog Park!

Name*:

Rose Hammerman

Sender's
Email*:

hammermanrose@gmail.com

Sender's
Address*:

hammermanrose@gmail.com

City of
Residence*:

Oakland

Message*:

Dear Ms. Clevenger and the Oakland Planning Commission, I strongly
support the proposed dog park near Lake Merritt, at Lakeview Park.
Oakland is sorely lacking in space dedicated to access for people and their
dogs. Cities across the country are building dog parks because they have
been shown to build community, reduce crime, and increase property values
– all things Oakland can use right now. Please approve this project! Thank
you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Amy Reber [amy_reber@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 8:33 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Pattillo@pgadesign.com; Quan, Jean; Brunner, Jane; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel,
Nancy; Schaaf, Libby; De La Fuente, Ignacio; Brooks, Desley; Reid, Larry; Kaplan, Rebecca

Subject: Support for the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Good evening Oakland City Officials,
I am writing to add my support for the new dog park in the Lake Merritt area.
I've lived in the Adams Point neighborhood, next to the lake, for the last ten years. For eight of
those I was not a dog owner. For the last two I have owned my own dog. I would support the
new dog park whether or not I owned my own dog!
A dog park in the area is urgently needed because:
z

z

z

Dog owners need an area where it is legal to walk their dogs. The area around the lake is
technically off limits for dogs. Although they are tolerated there on leash.
We need an area where the thousands of dogs who live in the Lake Merritt area can
spend some time running off leash. I watched a woman let her dog run up and kill a
goose one day. She was allowing her dog to roam off leash in the bird sanctuary. I reported
the bird's death to the head naturalist at the bird sanctuary office. If there were a place
where this woman could have taken her dog off leash at the lake, her dog may not have
killed the bird.
As I'm sure you know, Lake Merritt was the first wildlife preserve in North America . We
need a separate area for dogs away from the Lake Merritt wildlife.

There is plenty of space for walkers, bikers, and runners around the lake, but there is no
sanctioned area for people to walk their dogs. And definitely no place for dogs to run off leash!
Thank you so much for considering adding your support to the Lake Merritt dog park proposal.
The area is GREATLY needed!
Sincerely,
Amy Reber
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Maida Counts [countsmd@aol.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 10:05 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save a little bit of nature for all
Dear Ms. Clevenger:
Similiar to the beauty of Central Park that wonderful place in the middle of one of the world's greatest
cities New York City, please reserve a bit of nature's beauty at the corner of Lakeshore Avenue and East
Shore Pkwy in Oakland for the human soul to be refreshed.
When I have had a stressful day, it is a pleasure to drive along Lakeshore Avenue toward my home. The
trees and open green space near the tot playground and library are a balm for me. There are no buildings
or fences to shut out the view toward the lake. I am thankful to have Astro Park there.
As a resident of this neighborhood for more than 15 years, I have witnessed the many uses of this
valuable open space. From families with small children running on the grass to soccer teams
practicing or young adults playing frisbee, it is enjoyed by many.
To dedicate a large portion of this park area to a dog run is to destroy a jewel in the City of Oakland. I
have driven by other dog runs in the East Bay. They are dismal in appearance. The ground is packed
dirt at best or mud during the rainy season. It has been noted that the Astro Park area is especially wet
due to underground water conditions. Will there be an odor from dog feces accumulating in this area in
the warmer weather as well?
Although the dog run volunteers are enthusiastic about maintaining the area, how long will that last? Will
they be here in 2 years - 5 years - 10 years? We have a mobile society. Will the City of Oakland have to
step in and maintain the run at a cost to the taxpayers?
Where will these dog owners park their cars? Nearby residents will not be the only ones bringing their
dogs to a run here. Parking is already difficult in this area especially on Saturdays with the Farmers'
Market. The local theatre and merchants have already been impacted by lack of parking. During fair
weather the majority of the parking along Lakeshore Avenue is utilized each day by joggers enjoying the
path around the lake.
There is also the concern of safety not only to the small children nearby in the swings and slides of the tot
playground but to people using the area near Grand Avenue. Will all the dog owners using the run have
insurance in case of any incidents or will the City of Oakland be responsible?
Hopefully, another site will be found that benefit dogs and their owners. It might also be mentioned that
the Oakland Hills have a number of trails in the East Bay Regional Park system that allow dogs. If people
want to provide open space for their dogs, perhaps they should make an effort in this direction.
Let's keep the gateway to Lake Merritt as beautiful as possible for all visitors and residents.
Maida Counts
468 Stow Avenue, # 7
Oakland, CA

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Adriana Socorro [burst@emailmeform.com]
Thursday, March 29, 2012 11:48 AM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me. My husband and I moved to Oakland a few months ago from SF because rent is too
high for an apartment that allows dogs, Oakland is a lot cheaper and even nicer, we
see a lot of people walking with their dogs everywhere I'd dare to say that I see more
people with dogs in Oakland that I ever saw in SF, but that's probably because of the
lack of parks here. We live in Lake area and every day I have to drive somewhere to
take my dog to play with other dogs. I wonder what people without cars, disabled or
older people would do iffhu can't drive? Where do they take their dogs?
I love the neighborhood I live in, but I'm sure it would be a lot nicer if we had a
dog park that would bring the community together, because that's what dOgs do, they
make people happier and make us be as social as they are, why not have a park that
makes us as happy as our dogs are when they go to it?
Please approve the park and let us all be happy :)
Name*: Adriana Socorro
Email*: Adrianasocorro@gmail.com
Street address or intersection*: Palm and Bellevue
Zip Code: 94610

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me. My husband and I moved to Oakland a few months ago from SF because
rent is too high for an apartment that allows dogs, Oakland is a lot cheaper and even
nicer, we see a lot of people walking with their dogs everywhere I'd dare to say that
I see more people with dogs in Oakland that I ever saw in SF, but that's probably
because of the lack of parks here. We live in Lake area and every day I have to drive
somewhere to take my dog to play with other dogs. I wonder what people without cars,
disabled or older people would do iffhu can't drive? Where do they take their dogs?
I love the neighborhood I live in, but I'm sure it would be a lot nicer if we had a
dog park that would bring the community together, because that's what dOgs do, they
make people happier and make us be as social as they are, why not have a park that
makes us as happy as our dogs are when they go to it?
Please approve the park and let us all be happy :)","Adriana
Socorro","Adrianasocorro@gmail.com","Palm and Bellevue","94610"

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Margueritte Amable [burst@emailmeform.com]
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 8:55 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me.
I live near the proposed dog park, I am disabled and take my dog across to the park on
Lakeshore nearly every day and would be grateful to have a park where she could be off
leash.
Name*: Margueritte Amable
Email*: amablem@comcast.net
Street address or intersection*: Lakeshore @ Brooklyn
Zip Code: 94606

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me.
I live near the proposed dog park, I am disabled and take my dog across to the park on
Lakeshore nearly every day and would be grateful to have a park where she could be off
leash.","Margueritte Amable","amablem@comcast.net","Lakeshore @ Brooklyn","94606"

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Helen Jefferson [burst@emailmeform.com]
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 7:22 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me.
Without my dogs I would be without hope, Not all dogs can aspire to be part of the
Search & Rescue organization, but any dog can rescue a a person from despair.
Not to have experienced the unquestioning love a dog offers is a sad concept. Some
people are without children but bathe in the love a dog provides.
Please help us to repay our dogs for the love they give as too many senseless acts of
cruelty continue. They ask for little in return. You have so much to offer.
Do this in the name of civic pride and leadership. Share the parks that are meant for
families - - including family members that some call pets.
Helen Jefferson
Alameda, CA
Name*: Helen Jefferson
Email*: Rembouilletfr@yahoo.com
Street address or intersection*: 1820 Alameda Av, Alameda
Zip Code: 94501

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me.
Without my dogs I would be without hope, Not all dogs can aspire to be part of the
Search & Rescue organization, but any dog can rescue a a person from despair.
Not to have experienced the unquestioning love a dog offers is a sad concept. Some
people are without children but bathe in the love a dog provides.
Please help us to repay our dogs for the love they give as too many senseless acts of
cruelty continue. They ask for little in return. You have so much to offer.
Do this in the name of civic pride and leadership. Share the parks that are meant for
families - - including family members that some call pets.
1

Helen Jefferson
Alameda, CA","Helen Jefferson","Rembouilletfr@yahoo.com","1820 Alameda Av,
Alameda","94501"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Janet Sessions [burst@emailmeform.com]
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:11 AM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners,
A dog park at Lake Merritt would enable me to have longer visits with friends who live
in that area. When a dog owner can let her dog off leash in an enclosed area, the dog
benefits from being able to run, chase balls, and play with other dogs. In my
experience at fenced in off leash dog parks, dog owners connect with each other for
the sake of their dogs. Getting my dog 2 years ago helped me feel more connected to
my community because of that. I have found the dog owners to be responsible for
picking up the poop and donating used plastic bags for the area.
Dog ownership has helped me live a healthier lifestyle. Part of my daily focus is
getting Louie out for walks and hikes. I believe that the more opportunities there
are for dog owners to connect (like at the Lake Merritt dog park), the more likely it
is that dog owners will hold each other accountable to being responsible dog owners.
I hope that the dog park at Lake Merritt gets approval. I, for one, would take
personal responsibility in encouraging positive interactions between owners to promote
responsible dog ownership in Oakland.
Thanks for considering my point of view, Janet Sessions
Name*: Janet Sessions
Email*: jrsessions@gmail.com
Street address or intersection*: 421 48th Street
Zip Code: 94609

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners,
A dog park at Lake Merritt would enable me to have longer visits with friends who live
in that area. When a dog owner can let her dog off leash in an enclosed area, the dog
benefits from being able to run, chase balls, and play with other dogs. In my
experience at fenced in off leash dog parks, dog owners connect with each other for
the sake of their dogs. Getting my dog 2 years ago helped me feel more connected to
my community because of that. I have found the dog owners to be responsible for
picking up the poop and donating used plastic bags for the area.
Dog ownership has helped me live a healthier lifestyle.
1

Part of my daily focus is

getting Louie out for walks and hikes. I believe that the more opportunities there
are for dog owners to connect (like at the Lake Merritt dog park), the more likely it
is that dog owners will hold each other accountable to being responsible dog owners.
I hope that the dog park at Lake Merritt gets approval. I, for one, would take
personal responsibility in encouraging positive interactions between owners to promote
responsible dog ownership in Oakland.
Thanks for considering my point of view, Janet Sessions","Janet
Sessions","jrsessions@gmail.com","421 48th Street","94609"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Neil Egan [burst@emailmeform.com]
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 7:43 AM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, My wife and I moved here this year
from Brooklyn, NY. We were excited and happy with all the great things our new home
and neighborhood had to offer, until we realized that none of the parks in Oakland
allow dogs. We own a dog, and this was shocking to us. We hope it can be fixed quickly
for us and all the dog owners in the area.
Currently, we drive every weekend to Berkeley, where there are large, beautiful dog
parks where we socialize with people and exercise our dog. It is ridiculous that we
live a block from Lake Merrit, but there is no space for us to do this in our own
neighborhood.
It would help the community, not hurt it. We know many others who feel the same way.
Thanks for your time.
Neil Egan
Name*: Neil Egan
Email*: neilegan@mac.com
Street address or intersection*: 389 Belmont Street
Zip Code: 94610

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, My wife and I moved here this
year from Brooklyn, NY. We were excited and happy with all the great things our new
home and neighborhood had to offer, until we realized that none of the parks in
Oakland allow dogs. We own a dog, and this was shocking to us. We hope it can be fixed
quickly for us and all the dog owners in the area.
Currently, we drive every weekend to Berkeley, where there are large, beautiful dog
parks where we socialize with people and exercise our dog. It is ridiculous that we
live a block from Lake Merrit, but there is no space for us to do this in our own
neighborhood.
It would help the community, not hurt it. We know many others who feel the same way.
Thanks for your time.
Neil Egan","Neil Egan","neilegan@mac.com","389 Belmont Street","94610"

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Joe Contreras [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 10:03 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me. I have two small dogs who deserve a place to run with other dogs. Lake Merritt
is a large enough park for such a place. Leaving enough open space for everyone.
Name*: Joe Contreras
Email*: jojosix@yahoo.com
Street address or intersection*: 1470 alice st #301
Zip Code: 94612

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me. I have two small dogs who deserve a place to run with other dogs.
Lake Merritt is a large enough park for such a place. Leaving enough open space for
everyone.","Joe Contreras","jojosix@yahoo.com","1470 alice st #301","94612"

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Lisa Hanauer [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 5:49 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me.
Dogs need space to run and romp and socialize and a dog park allows them that space in
which to safely do that. Responsible pet owners are also tax paying residents of this
community and similarly deserve to have the space in which to safely exercise their
dogs.
Name*: Lisa Hanauer
Email*: Gemmama@aol.com
Street address or intersection*: Holman road and Grosvenor
Zip Code: 94610

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me.
Dogs need space to run and romp and socialize and a dog park allows them that space in
which to safely do that. Responsible pet owners are also tax paying residents of this
community and similarly deserve to have the space in which to safely exercise their
dogs.","Lisa Hanauer","Gemmama@aol.com","Holman road and Grosvenor","94610"

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Elizabeth Lemkul [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 4:03 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me.
In addition to being a wonderful place for dogs to play and people to visit, I believe
that a neighborhood dog park fosters a sense of community. Through my time at city dog
parks in Chicago, I got to know my neighbors and became more involved in community
events, including events to support the park system and other neighborhood programs.
For me personally, a dog park at Lake Merrit would be nice as I live on Lake Shore
Ave., and could walk my dog to the park, rather than driving to the hills every day.
Name*: Elizabeth Lemkul
Email*: elemkul@sprintmail.com
Street address or intersection*: 4157 Lake Shore Ave
Zip Code:

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me.
In addition to being a wonderful place for dogs to play and people to visit, I believe
that a neighborhood dog park fosters a sense of community. Through my time at city dog
parks in Chicago, I got to know my neighbors and became more involved in community
events, including events to support the park system and other neighborhood programs.
For me personally, a dog park at Lake Merrit would be nice as I live on Lake Shore
Ave., and could walk my dog to the park, rather than driving to the hills every
day.","Elizabeth Lemkul","elemkul@sprintmail.com","4157 Lake Shore Ave",""

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sarah Wilhelm [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 3:32 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners,
I am really eager to have the dog park at Lake Merritt for several reasons. I live
right across from Lakeside Park and walk my dog at least three times a day. I would
love to know that I could legally walk my dog in my local public park without the fear
of getting a ticket. Because this doesn't appear to be likely anytime soon I would
love to be able to walk my dog down to the proposed Lake Merritt dog park site every
day. I am a local resident and have the right to use the park in a way that fits with
my life, just like every other local taxpayer . I don't have any children and don't
play a sport or run at the park, but I would like to enjoy the park by spending time
there every day with my dog. That way we could both enjoy the beautiful calming
experience of the outdoors. It would add to my health and the longevity of my life by
exercising with my dog at the park, and it would build community as I get to know my
neighbors and fellow dog owners.
Thank you!
Name*: Sarah Wilhelm
Email*: sarah3wilhelm@gmail.com
Street address or intersection*: 389 Belmont St., Oakland CA
Zip Code:

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners,
I am really eager to have the dog park at Lake Merritt for several reasons. I live
right across from Lakeside Park and walk my dog at least three times a day. I would
love to know that I could legally walk my dog in my local public park without the fear
of getting a ticket. Because this doesn't appear to be likely anytime soon I would
love to be able to walk my dog down to the proposed Lake Merritt dog park site every
day. I am a local resident and have the right to use the park in a way that fits with
my life, just like every other local taxpayer . I don't have any children and don't
play a sport or run at the park, but I would like to enjoy the park by spending time
there every day with my dog. That way we could both enjoy the beautiful calming
experience of the outdoors. It would add to my health and the longevity of my life by
exercising with my dog at the park, and it would build community as I get to know my
neighbors and fellow dog owners.
1

Thank you!","Sarah Wilhelm","sarah3wilhelm@gmail.com","389 Belmont St., Oakland CA",""

2

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jonah Chiarenza [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 3:27 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me: It has been included in the neighborhood plan and would help animate a littleused corner of the lake merritt park system, helping to bring more people to the park
and lake, and making the area safer from early in the morning through evening.
Name*: Jonah Chiarenza
Email*: jonah@alumni.virginia.edu
Street address or intersection*: 5258 Claremont Ave
Zip Code: 94618

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me: It has been included in the neighborhood plan and would help animate
a little-used corner of the lake merritt park system, helping to bring more people to
the park and lake, and making the area safer from early in the morning through
evening.","Jonah Chiarenza","jonah@alumni.virginia.edu","5258 Claremont Ave","94618"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Susan Oldershaw [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 3:09 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me. I have 2 dogs. Currently, I drive them to the Alameda or Point Isabel dog
parks. The proposed Lake Park dog park is close enough to my neighborhood in China
Hill for me to walk. This would be a positive thing in many ways. As a senior citizen
is would be incentive for me to get out of my house more often, get some exercise as I
walked to the dog park, drive and pollute less, socialize with other neighborhood dog
owners. Sometimes, I stop in Alameda to buy some things so this would bring that
revenue back to Oakland. We all love Lake Merritt and everyone I have spoken to about
it would be committed to maintaining the dog park and making it an asset for the lake
area. I see the closeness to the playground as an asset as well, in that it would
foster a love of animals for the it would foster a love of animals for the children,
which is a very healthy thing. I think the fears on the opposing side are unfounded.
There are so many committed people to this dog park that it could only make the area
even more beautiful. In this very unfriendly dog city we and especially this
neighborhood, we certainly have waited too long for this much needed dog park. Thank
you for taking the time to read my thoughts.
Name*: Susan Oldershaw
Email*: lottydah2002@yahoo.com
Street address or intersection*: 770 Prospect Ave
Zip Code: 94610

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me. I have 2 dogs. Currently, I drive them to the Alameda or Point Isabel
dog parks. The proposed Lake Park dog park is close enough to my neighborhood in China
Hill for me to walk. This would be a positive thing in many ways. As a senior citizen
is would be incentive for me to get out of my house more often, get some exercise as I
walked to the dog park, drive and pollute less, socialize with other neighborhood dog
owners. Sometimes, I stop in Alameda to buy some things so this would bring that
revenue back to Oakland. We all love Lake Merritt and everyone I have spoken to about
it would be committed to maintaining the dog park and making it an asset for the lake
area. I see the closeness to the playground as an asset as well, in that it would
foster a love of animals for the it would foster a love of animals for the children,
which is a very healthy thing. I think the fears on the opposing side are unfounded.
There are so many committed people to this dog park that it could only make the area
even more beautiful. In this very unfriendly dog city we and especially this
neighborhood, we certainly have waited too long for this much needed dog park. Thank
1

you for taking the time to read my thoughts.","Susan Oldershaw","lottydah2002
@yahoo.com","770 Prospect Ave","94610"

2

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Shelby [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 2:45 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me.
I live two blocks away, in an apartment that has no yard or outdoor space.
A dog park would be a great use for that underutilized space - I walk by it 4 times a
day, and never EVER see anyone there, except the occasional booth of the anti- dog
park people. The park is large enough to accommodate open space, the tot lot, and the
dog park.
I currently have to get a ride if I want to allow my dog to be off leash, and I don't
own a car. Hundreds of people walk their dogs along lake merrit's paths every day,
and while most of us are responsible about picking up after them and keeping them on
leash, some don't obey these rules and cause a nuisance.
If there were a dog park, the dogs would be more contained to a focal point in the
park, instead of all around the lake. Why are anti-dog people against this idea?
More paths are dog free, and less poo is around the trails!
Please, we need this park! Help Jimmy Dean (my miniature dachshund) run free!
In a contained, safe environment.
Name*: Shelby
Email*: shelby.e.robertson@gmail.com
Street address or intersection*: 459 Stow Avenue
Zip Code: 94606

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me.
I live two blocks away, in an apartment that has no yard or outdoor space.
A dog park would be a great use for that underutilized space - I walk by it 4 times a
day, and never EVER see anyone there, except the occasional booth of the anti- dog
park people. The park is large enough to accommodate open space, the tot lot, and the
dog park.
I currently have to get a ride if I want to allow my dog to be off leash, and I don't
own a car. Hundreds of people walk their dogs along lake merrit's paths every day,
and while most of us are responsible about picking up after them and keeping them on
leash, some don't obey these rules and cause a nuisance.
If there were a dog park, the dogs would be more contained to a focal point in the
park, instead of all around the lake. Why are anti-dog people against this idea?
More paths are dog free, and less poo is around the trails!
Please, we need this park! Help Jimmy Dean (my miniature dachshund) run free!
1

In a contained, safe environment.","Shelby","shelby.e.robertson@gmail.com","459 Stow
Avenue","94606"

2

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Stephanie [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 2:39 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me.
I live two blocks away from Lake Merritt yet I have to drive to Berkeley so my dog can
play outside.
The money I save on gas can be better spent near where I live. The more people come
to Oakland the more money will be spent in the city. I believe having a safe, fenced
area for dogs to play will benefit the great city of Oakland.
Name*: Stephanie
Email*: stephkle@gmail.com
Street address or intersection*: Jackson and 14th
Zip Code: 94612

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me.
I live two blocks away from Lake Merritt yet I have to drive to Berkeley so my dog can
play outside.
The money I save on gas can be better spent near where I live. The more people come
to Oakland the more money will be spent in the city. I believe having a safe, fenced
area for dogs to play will benefit the great city of
Oakland.","Stephanie","stephkle@gmail.com","Jackson and 14th","94612"

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kassie Rohrbach [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 2:31 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners,
I'm writing to urge to you approve the Lakeview Dog Play Area. As a dog-owner that
walks and runs Lake Merritt multiple times a week, my dog and I would both greatly
appreciate the addition of an off-lease dog play area.
The closet dog park to my house is in Piedmont. I am required to purchase a piedmont
dog park permit to take my dog to this park (a costly annual fee for non-Peidmont
residents). The closest Oakland dog park to my residence is over 3 miles away. To
get to the park and get some good time in, I currently have to drive to a park in
Oakland. In fact, there are no dog parks in Oakland that I currently take my dog to.
If I bother to get him in the car to take him for a run, we go to Berkeley, Richmond,
or Alameda, where there are large, scenic, dog parks for my dog to run around.
Building this dog park would make my neighborhood more livable and walkable.
Thank you for your leadership in Oakland.
this issue.

I greatly appreciate your consideration of

Kassie Rohrbach, District 2 Oakland Resident
Name*: Kassie Rohrbach
Email*: kassierohrbach@gmail.com
Street address or intersection*: 400 Perkins St, Apt 107
Zip Code: 94610

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners,
I'm writing to urge to you approve the Lakeview Dog Play Area. As a dog-owner that
walks and runs Lake Merritt multiple times a week, my dog and I would both greatly
appreciate the addition of an off-lease dog play area.
The closet dog park to my house is in Piedmont. I am required to purchase a piedmont
dog park permit to take my dog to this park (a costly annual fee for non-Peidmont
residents). The closest Oakland dog park to my residence is over 3 miles away. To
get to the park and get some good time in, I currently have to drive to a park in
Oakland. In fact, there are no dog parks in Oakland that I currently take my dog to.
1

If I bother to get him in the car to take him for a run, we go to Berkeley, Richmond,
or Alameda, where there are large, scenic, dog parks for my dog to run around.
Building this dog park would make my neighborhood more livable and walkable.
Thank you for your leadership in Oakland.
this issue.

I greatly appreciate your consideration of

Kassie Rohrbach, District 2 Oakland Resident","Kassie
Rohrbach","kassierohrbach@gmail.com","400 Perkins St, Apt 107","94610"

2

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Michelle Sparks [burst@emailmeform.com]
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 2:25 PM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me. I live nearby and my dogs need a place to socialize and excercise off leash.
Please, please, please!!!
Name*: Michelle Sparks
Email*: shellysparks@hotmail.com
Street address or intersection*: 2122 Lakeshore Ave., # 102 at Brooklyn
Zip Code: 94606

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me. I live nearby and my dogs need a place to socialize and excercise off
leash. Please, please, please!!!","Michelle Sparks","shellysparks@hotmail.com","2122
Lakeshore Ave., # 102 at Brooklyn","94606"

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Carrie Cianchetti [burst@emailmeform.com]
Friday, March 30, 2012 8:48 AM
Clevenger, Ann; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aolo.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy;
Kaplan, Rebecca; odogparks@comcast.net
Personal Request to Approve the Dog Park

Subject*: Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval
Please add your own comments here: Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is important
to me.
I live and work in Oakland. I love this city and as a responsible dog owner I want a
safe places for dogs that do not cause problems for the neighborhoods or bother people
who don't like dogs.
Name*: Carrie Cianchetti
Email*: carriecianchetti@yahoo.org
Street address or intersection*: 440 40th St. Apt B Oakland Ca
Zip Code: 94609

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","Please add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or
intersection","Zip Code"
"Dog Park-Personal Request for Approval","Dear Planners, Here's why the dog park is
important to me.
I live and work in Oakland. I love this city and as a responsible dog owner I want a
safe places for dogs that do not cause problems for the neighborhoods or bother people
who don't like dogs.","Carrie Cianchetti","carriecianchetti@yahoo.org","440 40th St.
Apt B Oakland Ca","94609"

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rose Works [workspaz@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 1:22 PM

To:

vienv.truong@gmail.com; blake.huntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com; mzmdesignworks@gmail.com;
jaw1123@aol.com; pattillo@PGAdesign.com

Cc:

nnadel@oakalndnet.com; pkernihan@oaklandnet.com; At Large; Clevenger, Ann; saveastropark@gmail.com; Angstadt,
Eric; Miller, Scott

Subject:

Planning Commission-Save Astro Park

Attachments: Planning Commission CUP.pdf

Dear Planning Commissioners,
Please find my letter in opposition to the Board granting a conditional use permit at
Astro Park in the Lake Merritt area. Please take a moment of your time and read the
rationale for not granting this permit as it adversely impact our neighborhood in a
number of ways and in inconsistent with the General Plan.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 510-325-9974 or
workspaz@yahoo.com.
Thank you,
Rose Works
cc: Oakland City Councilmembers Nadel, Kernighan, and Kaplan
Ann Cleavenger
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

david getzschman [davidgetzschman@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, December 05, 2011 12:31 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Plans for Astro Park
Hi folks,
I'm a three-year resident of Oakland who loves the community and loves Lake Merritt. I intend to make
the neighborhood my home for the foreseeable future.
I'd like to convey my hope that you'll dismiss plans for a dog run at Astro Park, adjacent to Lake Merritt.
I'm not against dogs or dog-owners, and I would support a dog park in a more secluded area, but
consider that:
• For many visitors to Lake Merritt, whether they're coming for our wonderful Saturday Farmers Market,
the Grand Lake theater or any of the local businesses, Astro Park is their first visual impression of the
neighborhood as they take the Grand/Lake exit from 580. Its wide open green acres suggest Oakland's
commitment to beautiful public areas, and a dog park would diminish that impression.
• A dog run at Astro Park seems short-sighted given the inevitable noise and odors it would introduce
right next to the Farmers Market, which is an attractive draw to thousands in the vicinity of the lake.
• Significant acreage devoted strictly to dogs would limit space and discourage visitation from the
thousands of native and wintering birds that help make Lake Merritt such a unique place to visit.
I've no doubt local dog-owners would love a park. I simply think there's a more suitable alternative
elsewhere, and I'd encourage you to explore other possibilities.
Thanks for taking my opinion into consideration!
Dave Getzschman
1 Lakeside Drive Apt. 1209
Oakland, CA 94612
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

M.Kourjanski [mkourjanski@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 05, 2012 7:00 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please, no "dog park" dirt pit by Lake Merritt

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to express our entire family’s strong opposition to the plans of some apparently small but
very vocal activist group to place a dog park in the middle of the open green by Lake Merritt.
We reside in the neighborhood since 2003, and had many, many wonderful moments of going to the
playground or kicking the ball on the green.
This open green is the face of the city, it shows charm and beauty.
When we talked within our family about the strange plans to spoil this open green space, my now 10year old son asked – who could possibly come with this weird idea? My now 18-year old daughter asked
– how come this idea found its way into the city government? My wife just shook her head because she
is aware how dysfunctional the governance of this city is.
And from my own point of view I would add that we’ve seen many cities and governments through our
life – from former USSR, through Europe and to quite a few places in the US – and Oakland
unfortunately shows the most staggering incompetence in terms of architectural planning and strategy
of all places we’ve ever seen.
Me being a Block Captain for the Neighborhood watch, I discussed the publicized plans around the dog
park with our neighbours. The reaction was overall between strongly negative and somewhat neutral
(with the unanswered question – who is going to pay for and do maintenance). Mind you, many of them
own dogs.
I would like to ask you to DENY the permit application for the dog park proposal; if it moves forward it
would be an enormous disservice to our community.
Finally, I simply cannot resist to mention:
x
x

x
x

x

It is amazing how difficult it is to even obtain simple facts about the proposed upcoming
changes;
It is nearly impossible to determine what is the decisioning workflow and public commenting
process at the City commission, with very low transparency and visibility to local residents (who
by the way pay your salary with their property taxes).
It is amazing to note that city officials were making order-of-magnitude mistakes in quoting
estimated budgets for the new feature development and continued maintenance.
It is amazing to see an utter and complete disregard by some of the Representatives of the
voice of the community expressed in thousands of negative opinions, along with a pretty rude
communication style.
And last but not least – it is amazing to see the lack of elementary logic in the arguments from
the small group of pushers of this poor idea.

Thank you for your attention.
Kind regards,
-Mikhail Kourjanski
619 Montclair Ave.
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sue Levin [sue@heragency.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 27, 2012 5:53 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject:

Please, No Dog Park At Lakeshore & MacArthur

Attachments: photo (49)[21].JPG

Dear Ms. Clevenger,

I am a dog owner and live on Elwood Avenue in the Grand Lake District.
In December of 2010 I went to a Park and Recreation Advisory Commission meeting
to hear about a proposal to fence a dog run on the corner of Lakeshore and
MacArthur. The only way I knew about this was through a dog therapy group that I
belong to that phoned me to ask me to come to the meeting and support the design
approval for this run. Otherwise, I would have had no idea. I did not come to the
meeting to support the dog run however. I came because I was incredulous that the city of
Oakland would even consider fencing a dog run next to a tot lot in a highly visible space in the middle of a
busy shopping district. To this day I remain dumbfounded that this proposal has gotten as far as it has.
Astro Park (also known as Eastshore Park) is a beautiful, precious green gateway to the Grand Lake district as
well as a gateway to Lake Merritt. Additionally, a large and diverse group of Oaklanders use the park in
diverse ways => http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TESI-FZCApc
I am a member of Save Astro Park and we have worked to help educate the neighborhood on the dog park
proposal and what we have observed is this: the more people find out about it, the more people don't want it.

The fact that this proposal was kept virtually under wraps except for dog specific
groups who knew about it is a shame. Had the community learned about it a lot
earlier it would have never gotten this far or created the kind of acrimony that it has.
One thing is for sure: the city needs to take a stronger leadership role in determining the siting
for these dog runs. Otherwise we have what we have now: ODOG going from neighborhood to
neighborhood creating rancor amongst residents. Seattle figured out a better way so maybe
someday Oakland can as well. Regarding Seattle's pilot program and eventual implementation
of a dog park plan, "The pilot program made all the difference. First, it showed residents that the
city was in charge and acting reasonably. Second, it taught Seattle how to identify site selection
criteria that would lead to successful locations, which turned out to be: (1) avoid interference with
other established uses or department-sponsored activities; (2) avoid locations directly abutting
residences; (3) assure availability of close-by parking; (4) avoid locations near children’s play areas;
(4) choose spots where there are minimal impacts on the visual character of a park; (5) site so as to
avoid spillover into non-dog areas; and (6) avoid sensitive environmental habitats. "
(http://cloud.tpl.org/pubs/ccpe_Dog_Park_Report.pdf )Note that the Astro Park location choice flies
in the face of every single one of these criteria.
I am not anti-dog and I am not anti dog park either. What I am against is taking away the little precious
open, unfenced, un-programmed green space that we have so that people can have yet another place
to have their dogs interact. We have plenty of resources for dogs already and, at the expense of
grabbing 22,000 square feet (about half, see attached photo) of the available open green space in our
neighborhood gateway, the city in no way owes residents a dog park on every corner. What the city
does owe residents is care and consideration in how it treats its precious open un-programmed green
space. As the old saying goes, "They ain't making any more land." I urge the Planning Department to
take this into careful and consideration in looking at this proposal to fence off half of the open space at
Astro Park. While this issue may seem small in comparison to many, it actually is one that will impact
thousands of people and for generations to come.
Thank you for listening and for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Sue Levin

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Alanya Snyder [alanya@beautifulendeavors.com]
Monday, November 14, 2011 8:16 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Please, no dog park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I'm writing to express my concern about the proposal to put a dog park at Astro Park.
The area in question has been widely used for organized and impromptu playtime for as
long as I can remember, and I cherish the space particularly now that I have two sons.
That park brings business to the area, as myself and many people I know will drag our
kids to the Farmer's Market or other nearby errands, knowing we can reward them with
some great park time afterwards. The park draws a wonderful mix of people who make us
proud to call Oakland home. Let's keep it.
Thank you,
Alanya Snyder
1561 Vista St.
Oakland, Ca. 94602
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

THOMAS, MAX J [mt6862@att.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 9:47 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com.

Subject:

Please - stop the "Dog Park" in Astro Park between Lakeshore and Grand. This is open space for people including children.
Find another place for dogs. max

Importance: High

Max J. Thomas
Business Application Solutions
415-644-7335
415-606-3963 mobile
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Judith Gottlieb [judithgottlieb94706@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Sunday, January 08, 2012 1:20 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Please approve Conditional Use Permit
Dear Oakland Staff,
I am writing to give my support to the proposed dog park at the Lakeview Park. I remember
when there was public concern about the present Farmers Market near Lake Merritt. It has
turned into a wonderful weekend event. I know that the Lakeview dog part will have just
the same effect on the city and the Lake Merritt area.
I am interested to take my dog and my Mom to Lake Merritt at the same time. Now when
we visit the lake we have to keep the dog in the car, because there is no place for my dog
to be off leash.
I enjoy the atmosphere that occurs when dog owners and dogs come together.

There is plenty of space for all the activities that will occur there. The park will take up less
than 1/2 the current field space.There is more than enough room for a dog park and a pick
up soccer game. The fenced dog area is 35 feet away from the children's play ground and
will have no impact on the children who play there.
This plan has been approved by Parks and Recreation Commission two times and has been
in the planning stage since 1998. It is time that the city have a dog park near Lake Merritt.
It will be a boon to the businesses in the area.
Sincerely, Judith Gottlieb
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jesse Bassett [jessebassett@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, January 12, 2012 2:05 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Please approve dog park

We love to take our two year old to the playground at Astro Park and since we don’t have a dog
it would be wonderful to have an opportunity to teach him about safe behavior around animals
through visits to an enclosed dog park.

Best,
Jesse Bassett

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mark Martin [mkmpp@sbcglobal.net]
Sunday, January 15, 2012 9:07 AM
Clevenger, Ann
Please approve the dog park

Please consider a small dog park at Lake Merritt. I don't have any children. My dogs
are my kids. The lake is one of the beautiful areas of city to visit. Everywhere
there are dogs and dog-people there is less crime. Joachim Miller park illustrates a
great example of this. The dog space proposed at the lake is underutilized and
comprises less than 1% of the Grand Lake green space. Give back something to
Oakland's dog-friendly citizens.
Respectfully
Mark Martin and David DeMello
Oakland homeowners
Sent from my iPad

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Steven Viavant [sviavant@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 23, 2012 8:57 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Please approve the dog park

Hi Ann,
I am writing to you regarding the proposed dog park in the grassy public space adjacent to Lake
Merritt. Please, lets move forward with the project!
I live nearby (in Park Bellevue Tower), and walk around the Lake, or to the Farmers Market etc,
very frequently. Dog parks are not only a great asset for dog owners (and their dogs!!), but are
also a delightful and healthy addition to the urban scene for non-dog-owners as well, to observe,
enjoy, and delight in the dog-to-dog interactions that occur in the dog- and people-safe park
areas.
thanks for your thoughts on the matter Steven Viavant
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kerry Wochinski [kerrywo@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Friday, January 13, 2012 10:44 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: Please Approve the Lakeview Dog Play Area

My husband and I and our two dogs currently go to Alameda Dog Park on a daily basis to
exercise our "girls" since we cannot find adequate facilities in Oakland.
Daily exercise helps us prevent unwanted behaviors such as destructive chewing, barking and
aggitation and makes life more congenial in our close condo community. Our dogs both came
from shelters and we are commited to keeping them in our home throughout their entire lives,
which means that we prioritize their daily exercise needs. It keep everyone happy.
Currently, we must drive 20 minutes each way (in light traffic) to reach Point Isabel or Alameda
Dog Park. Since we can get other errands done while in Alameda, that's where we go most of
the time. While in Alameda, we shop and spend over $1000 per month at Trader Joes, Safeway,
Walgreens, drycleaners and gas stations. Getting the dogs exercised is non-negotiable, so using
these businesses in Alameda as a significant time savings in our busy evening.
Please do what you can to make the Lakeview Dog Play Area a reality. It's really shocking that
Oakland Residents must travel so far to get to a decent dog exercise play area. Thanks,
Kerry and Kevin Bird
3116 Adeline St #109
Oakland, CA 94608
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kevin Chung [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 27, 2012 10:10 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Good for the City overall

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Good for the City overall
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Good for the City overall

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Good for the City overall

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

Kevin Chung

Email*:

jetkevis@gmail.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

Claremont x College

Zip Code:

94705

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Good for the City overall","Good for the City overall","Good for the
City overall","Good for the City overall","","Kevin Chung","jetkevis@gmail.com","Claremont x
College","94705"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Christine Lok [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 11:55 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Applies to my household

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Applies to my household
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Applies to my household

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Applies to my household

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

Christine Lok

Email*:

christinewlok@gmail.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

3rd Street & Alice

Zip Code:

94607

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Applies to my household","Applies to my household","Applies to my
household","Applies to my household","","Christine Lok","christinewlok@gmail.com","3rd
Street & Alice","94607"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

caroline belo [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 10:19 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Good for the City overall

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Good for the City overall
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Good for the City overall

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Good for the City overall

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

caroline belo

Email*:

carolinebelo@google.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

15 san antonio place

Zip Code:

94133

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Good for the City overall","Good for the City overall","Good for the
City overall","Good for the City overall","","caroline belo","carolinebelo@google.com","15 san
antonio place","94133"

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Grey McIntosh [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 10:18 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

I dont have a dog but agree

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able I dont have a dog but agree
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Good for the City overall

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Good for the City overall

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

Grey McIntosh

Email*:

greyelizabeth@gmail.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

Cleveland and Radnor

Zip Code:

94606

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","I dont have a dog but agree","I dont have a dog but agree","Good for the
City overall","Good for the City overall","","Grey
McIntosh","greyelizabeth@gmail.com","Cleveland and Radnor","94606"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

F. Hsu [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 10:15 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

I dont have a dog but agree

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able I dont have a dog but agree
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

I dont have a dog but agree

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

I dont have a dog but agree

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

F. Hsu

Email*:

tsaodofu@gmail.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

7th Ave and 24th St.

Zip Code:

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","I dont have a dog but agree","I dont have a dog but agree","I dont have
a dog but agree","I dont have a dog but agree","","F. Hsu","tsaodofu@gmail.com","7th Ave and
24th St.",""
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Helen [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 10:12 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Applies to my household

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Applies to my household
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Applies to my household

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Applies to my household

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

Helen

Email*:

luftmensch@gmail.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

MacArthur and Laguna Ave.

Zip Code:

94602

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Applies to my household","Applies to my household","Applies to my
household","Applies to my household","","Helen","luftmensch@gmail.com","MacArthur and
Laguna Ave.","94602"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Marcel De Gross [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 23, 2012 9:21 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Applies to my household

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Applies to my household
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Applies to my household

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Applies to my household

Please add
your own
comments
here:

We have 450 million dogs in America....Oakland has 3 dog parks, let's get
real here.

Name*:

Marcel De Gross

Email*:

marceld1907@sbcglobal.net

Street address
or
intersection*:

Boston.MacArthur Blvd.

Zip Code:

94602

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Applies to my household","Applies to my household","Applies to my
household","Applies to my household","We have 450 million dogs in America....Oakland has 3
dog parks, let's get real here.","Marcel De
Gross","marceld1907@sbcglobal.net","Boston.MacArthur Blvd.","94602"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Judy Sakaki [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 23, 2012 7:49 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Applies to my household

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Applies to my household
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Applies to my household

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Applies to my household

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

Judy Sakaki

Email*:

judyks820@gmail.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

7970 Surrey Lane Oakland, CA

Zip Code:

94605

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Applies to my household","Applies to my household","Applies to my
household","Applies to my household","","Judy Sakaki","judyks820@gmail.com","7970 Surrey
Lane Oakland, CA","94605"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kathy Marks [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 23, 2012 5:11 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Applies to my household

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Applies to my household
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Applies to my household

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Applies to my household

Please add
your own
comments
here:

Those of us who recreate with our dogs deserve a place where we can do
that. Go parks are the answer often times. Easy to get to, fun for dogs and
their humans. When the human cannot exercise on trails, their dogs still
need to exercise. What better than a dog park to suit both needs!

Name*:

Kathy Marks

Email*:

simpsweet@comcast.net

Street address
or
intersection*:

3772 Canon Ave

Zip Code:

94602

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Applies to my household","Applies to my household","Applies to my
household","Applies to my household","Those of us who recreate with our dogs deserve a place
where we can do that. Go parks are the answer often times. Easy to get to, fun for dogs and their
humans. When the human cannot exercise on trails, their dogs still need to exercise. What better
than a dog park to suit both needs!","Kathy Marks","simpsweet@comcast.net","3772 Canon
Ave","94602"
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nathaniel Witherbee [burst@emailmeform.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 26, 2012 3:59 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; blakehuntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; odogparks@comcast.net; Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Subject: Please Build the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Subject*:

Yes for the Dog Park

We need legal
space for dogs
near Lake
Merritt:

Applies to my household

Families with
kids AND dogs
should be able Applies to my household
to visit the
park together:
Parks need to
serve all of us,
not just those
with kids or
who play
sports:

Applies to my household

Community
gathering
space would
maximize the
value of this
park:

Applies to my household

Please add
your own
comments
here:
Name*:

Nathaniel Witherbee

Email*:

witherbee.nate@gmail.com

Street address
or
intersection*:

480 60th St. Apt. 4

Zip Code:

94609

*** Text Database Entry ***
"Subject","We need legal space for dogs near Lake Merritt","Families with kids AND dogs
should be able to visit the park together","Parks need to serve all of us, not just those with kids or
who play sports","Community gathering space would maximize the value of this park","Please
add your own comments here","Name","Email","Street address or intersection","Zip Code"
"Yes for the Dog Park","Applies to my household","Applies to my household","Applies to my
household","Applies to my household","","Nathaniel
Witherbee","witherbee.nate@gmail.com","480 60th St. Apt. 4","94609"

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

greenfieldben1@gmail.com on behalf of Ben Greenfield [ben02@earthlink.net]
Tuesday, January 03, 2012 12:57 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Please complete dog park

Dear Ann,
As a 10 year resident of the Cleveland Heights neighborhood of Lake Merritt, living
0.25 mi from the proposed dog park, I am writing to vote my strong and continuing
support for the dog park. I want to see completion of the proposed park at the grassy
field by El Embarcadero Library, as proposed. I am truly annoyed with all of the
NIMBYs in my neighborhood who oppose the park, while not considering the substantial
community need that it would fill. I do not have a dog, but think the completion of
the dog park would be a substantial improvement to the neighborhood. In particular, I
think it would greatly improve safety, by increasing pedestrian traffic, particularly
after dark. I don't know what the delay is, but I am anxious to see it completed.
Please forward at will.
Thank you,
Ben Greenfield
Merritt Avenue
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Greg Macchi [gmac619@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 10:17 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Deny application for dog area at Astro Park (Lakeshore)

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area at Astro Park on
Lakeshore. My family use the large green area for recreational activities and feel the large dog area would
detract from the usable space as well as create an eyesore in the community. Again, please vote to not allow
for the dog park at our park.

Best regards,
Greg Macchi
452 Newton Ave.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Liz Fuchs [eaf11182002@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 5:55 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Please Deny Dog Run on Lakeshore

Honorable Planning Commissioners:
Please Deny the proposed offleash dog run permit proposed for the community park
at Lakeshore and MacArthur. (aka AstroPark). This is the wrong place to site
an offleash dog run for the following reasons:
z

z

z

z

z

z

This park is flat and used alot by active recreationists. Dogs do not need flat land but
soccer players and active recreationists do.They should have priority for this flat park
area.This is a small area and you will be trying to cram too many uses at the expense of
kids soccer, volleyball, baseball and other recreationists.
This dog run will damage the neighborhood and adjacent businesses. On weekends, the
parking already is tight and this will create even more parking and traffic demands. I
note that recently in other cities, for example, most recently Rancho Palos Verdes in
southern california, an offleash dog area was closed down after only a short time
because it attracted so many dog owners it created severe parking problems that
adversely affected adjacent businesses. That will likely happen here.
The city lacks adequate park maintenance now, and this could become an
unmaintained nuisance.
A chain link fence and brown wood chips surface will create an eyesore in one of the
prime neighborhood gateway locations., transforming this lovely grassy park. It will be
even worse when it rains. And this could adversely affect the property values of any
business or residence that is adjacent to it.
Dogs will inevitably get loose and create unsafe conditions for the adjacent children's
play area. Not every child--or adult--likes or feels safe around dogs. That should be
respected. I already witnessed unleashed pit bulls loose in the area by the library on a
Saturday. Siting a dog run here is asking for such conflicts, instead of avoiding or
minimizing them.
There are better alternatives--consider a dog run near less visible, less heavily used
areas such as the old police stables or the area by the lawn bowling. There are other
dog runs already in the city.

Just because folks say it has been in discussion for a long time is no excuse to allow such a
damaging project. You have the discretion and I urge you to DENY this permit.
Liz Fuchs
Merritt Ave.

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

ouija@spaz.org
Thursday, March 22, 2012 6:38 AM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
please deny permision to make fenced off dog park

please , deny the fenced off dog park . i live in front of the park at perkins , and i
feel its the last thing needed . we use this park all the time to play with our
children ,frisbee, and sports. the area around the lake is aprotected wildlife area ,
and not sutable for sports etc. its allready good . whats needed is awareness for dog
owners to understand the area there in front of bellevue is a bird migration protected
zone . a reserve for these birds whos habitat is indangered. the dog owners and others
dont know this , because no signs or anything to tell them. thank you.

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

mike evans [mikeevans1@earthlink.net]
Thursday, March 29, 2012 6:32 PM
Clevenger, Ann; saveastropark@gmail.com
Please DENY permit application for fenced dog area at Astro Park

Dear Ms.Clevenger,
Please forward my email below to the Planning Commission.
Dear Commissioners:
I am writing to urge to please DENY the conditional use permit application for the
fenced off lease dog area in Astro Park. This area is used by individuals, families,
and communities for many different outdoor activities. The space promotes exercise,
health and community. It is also very prominent to visitors to the City coming from
the freeway. And a large chain-link, wood-chip covered area at this location will be
an eyesore to both the neighborhood and visitors. One last, but very big concern, is
the runoff from this area flowing into Lake Merritt during wet weather.
Please keep Astro Park in its current use as a healthy neighborhood park by denying
the permit application for a fenced off lease dog area. I think an area like where the
old Police horse stables were makes more sense as a dog park.
Respectfully,
Pat Evans
Oakland Homeowner since 1990
Piedmont Pines
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

t monnin [tev.monnin@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 04, 2012 3:55 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: please DENY permit application for fenced dog area

Dear Ms. Ann Clevenger:
I am writing to urge the commissioners to please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced
off leash dog area in our neighborhood park. This area is used by individuals, families and communities for
many different outdoor activities. The space promotes exercise, health, and community. Please keep it this
way by denying the permit application for fenced off leash dog area.
thank you,
Tev Monnin

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kamala Leslie [repdiva@gmail.com]
Tuesday, March 06, 2012 11:32 AM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Please DENY permit application~Astro-Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area
in our neighborhood park. I have lived in the Lake Merritt neighborhood for several
years now and really appreciate the open grass area. It adds to the beauty of the
area. Turning it into a fenced off-leash dog area makes it available for use by
limited number of people, that is dog-owners. The rest of the people~ the soccer
players, the parents with children, the Lake Merritt enjoying resident, the out of
area visitors looking to enjoy the lovely grassy park by the Lake... the rest of
us.... will be cut out from further use of this park. This to me feels very unfair.
It changes not only the appearance of the area but the accessibility and use. We need
open areas in urban settings for the simple enjoyment of life and nature. Please
consider this and DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash
dog area in our neighborhood.
There are plenty of other places for those who consciously choose to take on the
responsibility of pet-ownership to take their dogs, including the dog park at Redwood
Regional, just a ways up the road.
Thank you,
Kamala Leslie Davis
Lake Merritt resident

1

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jennifer Chin [jentchin@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 07, 2012 10:30 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please deny permit for fenced off off-leash dog area

Dear Ms. Clevenger:
Thank you for forwarding my email below to the Planning Commission.
-----Dear Commissioners:
I've been an Oakland Lake Merritt resident for nearly 15 years. I love dogs--I've owned a dog,
and I've cared for others' dogs. I'm also a parent with a 4-year old who loves the green area of
Astro park because my son can run around the field and play soccer on Saturday mornings before
we walk over to the Farmers' Market. We can fly kites and play baseball there on Sunday
afternoons. We play in the sandbox, but sometimes my son just wants to run on the green, green
grass. All of these things will be changed or not even a possibility if there is a fenced, off-leash
dog run built. I respectfully, but strongly request that you deny permit to allow for a
fenced-off dog park area in the park, on the corner of Lakeshore and MacArthur.
With all the wonderful park upgrades and road and walkway improvements done under Measure
DD, I'm finding it very hard to imagine how a off-leash dog run with a wrap around fence,
RIGHT on the corner of Lakeshore and MacArthur is even a consideration. So many people use
this space--adults have their own soccer games along side the kids. Little toddlers run and chase
the geese, kites are flown, There isn't enough room to push the soccer and field games to the area
near the library parking lot. There are many dog parks in walking distance. Why do we need to
have a chain fenced obstruction right in the heart of the busiest part of Lake Merritt? Why are
we going to put in something that will take away the green grass, block park access, increase
traffic, and put off-leash dogs closer to tots?
I'm a single mother who is finding urban Oakland harder and harder to raise a child in. I own my
property and I pay Oakland taxes. I support Oakland businesses because I believe in this city. I
will be extremely disappointed if this permit is allowed to push out more recreational space for
residents and children where it is needed most. Why are we pushing out the people and children
and making room for dogs? Dogs can have space--it's just not appropriate here.
To avoid sending large files, I'm including a link to photos of my son and his buddies making
good use of this space. Please don't take that away.
https://picasaweb.google.com/107385679758804445215/AstroPark?
authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCP_j27T-u5f6cA&feat=directlink
Respectfully,
Jennifer Chin (Oakland Lake Merritt resident since 1997)
Alex Chin (Oakland Lake Merritt resident since 2007)
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Philip de la Rosa [filup501@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 9:55 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please DENY the conditional use permit application for dog area.

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood
park. It is a beautiful open space that I enjoy very much. It would dishearten me to see that open space
diminished in any way. It gives me a wonderful sense of community and warmth to see children children
playing there and watching the volley ball games during warmer weather. I would be a shame to see Astro
Park go to the dogs!
Philip de la Rosa

491 Chetwood St
94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

StephandTrav Bethune [stephntrav.bethune@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 08, 2012 1:02 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Deny the Conditional Use Permit for the Dog Park Application for Astro Park

Please do deny this application for permit use of Astro Park to set up a dog park. As an Oakland
resident and frequenter of the Lake Merritt area, there are few central places in this area that are
available for people, especially children, to make full use of that green space for recreation.
Having been a dog owner, I can say there are a variety of dog park options in Oakland, and
Alameda County, for folks to walk their dogs off-leash. Please do not compress the Astro Park
space for "people".
Best,
Travis Bethune
760-258-6986 - cell.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Molly Ammons [molly.ammons@ngem.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 30, 2012 4:41 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please DENY the dog par at Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood
park. I am a resident of the Lake Grand area, and I coach a girls running program, Girls on the Run Lake
Merritt, at Astro Park twice a week. Astro Park is an invaluable piece of land in our community that has too
few green play areas for children.
Of our team of 17 girls, ages 8-13, over half live in apartment buildings without yards or open play spaces.
Their time at Astro Park twice a week are rare moments where they can lay in the grass, run as far as they like
without fear of cars, and partake in the vibrant community that surrounds the park. It would be a shame and
an embarrassment to Oakland to have this community area used for a dog park, instead of as a place for
community children to grow and thrive.

Above left: Coach Kristin and four Girls on the Run on a sunny Day in Astro Park
Above right: The moon rises over three of our team members as they run laps in Astro Park
I am not against a dog park in the Lake Merritt area - on the contrary, I highly support it. However, Astro Park
is not the appropriate place.
Respectfully,
Molly Ammons
Girls on the Run Bay Area - Lake Merritt Team Coach
491 Mandana Boulevard, #7
Oakland, California
p. 510-381-2406
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

MNocon@fbm.com

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 11:44 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please DENY the permit application for Astro Park!!

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our
neighborhood park. This open space is a beautiful anchor to the surrounding neighborhoods
and shouldn’t be cut up and fenced off to only be used by dog owners. I am a dog lover, but
know for a fact that the City of Oakland already has plenty of off-leash areas for dog owners to
take their pets. This will be an complete eye-sore and will selfishly take away vital space that is
now used by many, and will then only be available to a few. Please, please don’t let this
happen!!

Monica J. Nocon
Time & Billing Supervisor
______________________________
Farella Braun + Martel LLP
RUSS BUILDING
235 MONTGOMERY STREET
SAN FRANCISCO / CA 94104
______________________________
Main Line 415.954.4400
Direct Line 415.954.4715
Acct. Dept. Fax 415.291.8212
or
Main Fax 415.954.4480
www.fbm.com

_________________________________________________________________________
This e-mail message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you.

Farella Braun + Martel LLP
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Michael Recknor [michael@recknor.net]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 7:19 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please DENY the permit for the off-leash dog park

Dear Commissioners:
The plans for the proposed off-lease dog park near Astro Park will turn a bright open space into a chainlinked prison yard. Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area
in our neighborhood park.
Michael Recknor
6153 Castle Drive
Oakland, CA 94611

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Alexandra Williams [atw8@sbcglobal.net]
Thursday, October 20, 2011 2:56 PM
Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Please do not destroy Astro Park!

Hello Pat, Rebecca, Nancy and Ann:
I have been an Oakland resident since 2002. Since my daughter was born in 2006, we
have gone weekly to Astro Park. Each week I I run around Lake Merritt, pushing her
in her stroller. We then go to the farmer's market and finish up the morning with an
hour or two cavorting in the grass of Astro park and playing in the adjacent
playground.
I am a lifelong dog owner and dog lover but Astro Park is not the right place to put a
dog run! It is one of the few open, grassy spaces we have in Oakland and one of the
few of those that is safe and at which I have no worries that my daughter will stumble
across garbage or worse as we play in the park and grass.
Astro Park is one of the rare swathes of green in our city; it's very expanse is part
of what is treasured by our family! Please, please do not put a dog park there. Even
a relatively small area of grass being converted to a fenced off dog run will turn one
of our few pretty, vibrant and open spaces into an ugly scar. As it stands now, the
wide open grassy space, the library, the colonnade and the lake make that corner one
of the best treasures in Oakland - please don't ruin it!
I fully support the effort to create more dog-friendly and dog- specific areas within
Oakland but surely there are options that won't ruin what we've already got.
Thank you,
Alex Williams

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tye Reichle [tyereichle@yahoo.com]
Monday, April 09, 2012 10:18 AM
Clevenger, Ann
Please do not partition Astro Park. We do not a dog-run there. Thank you. T. Reichle

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mirabai Deranja [morticia.atoms@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 10:48 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Do Not put the dog park in.

We like Astro Park the way it is. Please keep it green and open.
Thank you,
Mirabai Deranja, resident of Oakland California
-Aspire to inspire before you expire.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jaime Boust [jaimeboust@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 12:21 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please don't allow a dog park at Astro Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I live within walking distance of Astro Park on the corner of Lakeshore and MacArthur Blvd. I
have a two-year old, with another on the way, and what we love most about our neighborhood is
how family-friendly it is. We visit the playground at least three times a week, and play ball on
that nice stretch of green. Next year, our daughter would like to play soccer on Saturdays on the
grass next to the playground.
We are highly opposed to fencing off this multi-use area for the use of a dog park. Not only
would it be an eye-sore, it would take precious space away from kids, from people who like to
play soccer there, from the drum circles who meet, and countless other people who use this
space. What's more, I question the safety of a dog park adjacent to both a freeway approach and a
child's playground.
The green areas of the park around Lake Merritt area are already dominated by another animal:
the goose. But that's another subject entirely. Why should we take even more space away from
the kids and give it to the dogs? As a dog owner, I understand the desire for public dog-run
space, but Astro Park is not the place. The sheer size of the proposed dog park is selfishly large,
and I imagine there are other locations within the park that receive less use than the proposed
space. Please help us block this development. Animals are an important part of the community,
but I hope you'll agree that people come first.
Thank you,
Jaime Boust
4133 Lakeshore Avenue
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

chad marshall [chadmarshall@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, November 08, 2011 12:58 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Please don't let Astro Park go to the dogs!
Hello Ann,
I normally don't write letters to The Planning Department, but for this cause I felt obligated. My Wife
and I are Oakland residents and have been homeowners here for about 7 years. We walk Lake Merrit
and hit the Farmers Market every weekend, almost without fail. I've heard that there are plans to turn
Astro Park into a fenced dog run. For us that would be a terrible idea. I love walking thru that park and
watching all the people enjoying whatever activiteis they are in to. Did I mention we are expecting our
first child? It's one of the few places I can imagine letting my kid run around with no worries. A dog
park would completely ruin that idea. Please keep Astro Park for People.
Thanks for your time.
Chad Marshall & Clara Llosa
415.205.8056
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

william lyons [willwjl@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 10:46 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please don't make astro park a dog run!

Parks and green spaces were created for people! There is so little open green space around the
lake! Most of that is covered with Canada Goose droppings as it is!
If this area is made a dog run, even a small portion, there will be even less safe open green space
for people. It will also not be clean. Regardless of the rules/laws a good number dog owners do
not pick up their dog's litter. The sidewalks all around lake Merritt are littered with dog
droppings. I've even witnessed people allowing their dogs to run free through the Rose Garden.
Which is also dog-restricted!
There are also ordinances in the Farmers Market and Lakeside Park that clearly state no dogs. I
still see people with their dogs leashed and unleashed in the parks in and around Lake Merritt. I
once even saw the Former Mayor Jerry Brown with his bulldog in Lakeside Park. I
acknowledged him and reminded him that no dogs are allowed in the park as he jogged by. Does
Oakland need one more venue where lawlessness can prevail?
Don't let Astro Park become a dog run! It's not good for the area!
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Shigeo Watanabe [shigwatanabe@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 03, 2012 11:37 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: please don't ruin Astro park

I am begging you to not allow the proposed dog park to ruin Oakland's wonderful Astro park. It
is so inspiring for me to see so many people and children running around playing soccer,
baseball, volleyball and just exercising in the space that the well wishing, but misguided dog
park people want to claim. Even most dog owners that I know think that it is a bad area for a dog
park and would much prefer the old stable area behind Children's Fairyland. Please keep Astro
Park the way it is.
sincerely, Shigeo Watanabe

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Alexandra Williams [atw8@sbcglobal.net]
Sunday, April 08, 2012 9:58 AM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Please keep Astro Park as it is!!!!

Dear Members of the Oakland Planning Commission:
I have been an Oakland resident since 2002. Since my daughter was born in 2006, we
have gone weekly to Astro Park. Each week I I run around Lake Merritt, with my
daughter now accompanying me on her bike instead of being pushed in the jogger. We
then go to the farmer's market and finish up the morning with an hour or two cavorting
in the grass of Astro park and playing in the adjacent playground.
I am a lifelong dog owner and dog lover but Astro Park is not the right place to put a
dog run! It is one of the few open, grassy spaces we have in Oakland and one of the
few of those that is safe and at which I have no worries that my daughter will stumble
across garbage or worse as we play in the park and grass.
Astro Park is one of the rare swathes of green in our city; it's very expanse is part
of what is treasured by our family! Please, please do not put a dog park there. Even
a relatively small area of grass being converted to a fenced off dog run will turn one
of our few pretty, vibrant and open spaces into an ugly scar. As it stands now, the
wide open grassy space, the library, the colonnade and the lake make that corner one
of the best treasures in Oakland - please don't ruin it!
I fully support the effort to create more dog-friendly and dog-specific areas within
Oakland but surely there are options that won't ruin one of the beautiful well-used
spaces we've already got.
Thank you,
Alex Williams

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mirabai Deranja [morticia.atoms@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, October 14, 2011 10:35 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Please keep Astro Park open and green!
To Ann Clevenger:
Hello. Please keep Astro Park green and open. We love it. We play volleyball there. We drive by there all the
time, appreciating the green.
Thank you, thank you.
Mirabai Deranja -Resident of Oakland

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

sunnywindow@juno.com
Sunday, March 11, 2012 7:02 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Please keep rare, wondrous grassy Astro Park as it is.

Dear Oakland Planning Commissioners ~~
This is to ask that you keep Astro Park as it is: Invitingly Vast and Green. It is
Our Urban Meadow, gladdening and soothing all people.
We smile at the sight of it
and at the feel of it under us.
Its healing civic benefit would be lost if a dogpark
were put in it.
Thank you ~~
Gayle Mohrbacker, sunnywindow@juno.com

____________________________________________________________
53 Year Old Mom Looks 33
The Stunning Results of Her Wrinkle Trick Has Botox Doctors Worried
http://thirdpartyoffers.juno.com/TGL3141/4f5d59484e1781de9b87st06vuc
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

John Thompson [jthompson@pyatok.com]

Sent:

Monday, December 05, 2011 1:37 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please no dog run at Astro Park
Hello All,
As a neighbor (I live at Lee & Van Buren) and a local worker, I wanted to e-mail my objection to a fencedoff dog run area at Astro Park. My girlfriend and I LOVE the Lake and the wonderful (and improving) ring
of green space that surrounds it. Every day on my walk to work I am passed by joggers with their dogs
running alongside, and I frequently see people pausing to let their dogs socialize with other dogs. All of
this happens naturally, and it's all part of what makes the neighborhood so inviting for people like us that
were done with living in San Francisco.
We are dog lovers and wish we could own a few under our lease. For now we make do with stalking our
neighbor's dogs (and getting awkward smiles from their owners.) But on the issue of a fenced-off dog run
at Astro Park, we both feel that the park is already happily maximized by groups playing sports, morning
exercise groups, strolling people as well socializing dogs and their owners. There is no need to sequester
a part of it and turn it into a dirt patch fouled with dog poop. The geese already do enough unmitigated
fouling of the park.
I understand the joy of seeing dogs running off-leash but obviously with the adjacent freeway traffic that's
not a great idea at this corner. But it's also part of the reason that this is just not the best place for this
activity at all- either off-leash or with a fence, especially given the frequency of other uses. Adding a
fence will fracture the park too much for the other uses, inviting more geese into the vacuum.
Please leave this wonderful park unfenced and open for all users, as it is today. People love it as it is.
Sincerely,
John

-John Thompson, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP
Project Architect
Pyatok Architects
1611 Telegraph Ave., Suite 200
Oakland, CA 94612
510-465-7010 x114
jthompson@pyatok.com
www.pyatok.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Joy Hillriegel [joy.hillriegel@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 01, 2012 12:43 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: please no dog run near Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. I love dogs and want them to have a great place to play... but I
feel strongly that this is not the right place.
I'm concerned about the smell. Over time dog parks definitely get a strong
urine/ammonia smell... and this location is so close to the little playground, that I worry
there could be a significant impact on the ability of children and parents to enjoy the
area.
Additionally, the fenced off area would have a significant impact on the open,
welcoming feeling that the end of the park currently has.
Perhaps there is another part of the park that would work instead? Maybe in the green
space between Fairyland and Bellevue Avenue?
Thank you for taking these concerns into account when making your decision, and I
hope we can find a better location for the dog park.
-Joy Hillriegel
484 Merritt Ave
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

chrmaine@wellsfargo.com

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 2:40 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please perserve open space at Lake Merritt

Dear Commissioners,
It has come to my attention that a conditional use permit has been submitted to create at fenced
off-lease dog area in our neighborhood near Lake Merritt. I have been a resident of Oakland and
Piedmont for nearly 25 years. I cherish the beauty of Lake Merritt and often walk or run around
the lake, bring my kids there to play, and show it off to my out of town friends. It is a city jewel!
We need the open space and greenery that the park has today. The open space for people to play
Frisbee, soccer, or simply sit down and have a discussion or lunch is cherished. There are fewer
and fewer areas like this for recreation and relaxation. Please preserve it!
While I like dogs, I do not agree this is the best use of that site and do not support it. Please do
not approve a dog park there – it is a beautiful site the way it is today.
Thank you,

Charmaine Clay
510 Boulevard Way
Piedmont, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

j v [ja_7_4@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 18, 2012 5:06 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please preserve Astro Park as it is

Dear Planning Commission,
Please reject the application to replace a beautifully green and tranquil Lake Park (aka Astro
Park) area, used by a majority of Lake Merritt residents, with a dog area that would cater to a
small number of dog owners. I have two dogs, but believe this proposal is short sighted and
selfish; it denies the majority of residents of the enjoyment they have enjoyed for generations. It
would deny residents of the many current uses it provides by chopping up and negatively
impacting the park. It is a beautiful space that should be preserved as a destination location for
Oaklander’s and visitors alike.
What began slightly more than a year ago with less than a dozen concerned Oakland citizens in
the Lake Merritt area, opposed to changing the current use of the park, has grown into a
movement of astounding proportions. The reason is simple; it’s a bad idea and the wrong
location for a fenced in and ultimately ugly and smelly dog area.
I have enjoyed this park as a child, adolescent and adult. It is a rare jewel that sparkles like no
other place in Oakland. Located in the heart of a thriving business and residential neighborhood,
it provides a much needed respite to us all from the hustle and bustle common to an area with
such heavy and diverse use.
Please vote to preserve this park in its current and pristine condition and deny this dog proposal.
Thank you,
Joseph Villatoro
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Michael Nasif [mnasif1@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 5:26 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners, Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the
fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park.
Michael Nasif
1181 Holman Road
Oakland
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ashley Ziegler [Ashley@sfhoundlounge.com]

Sent:

Friday, February 24, 2012 11:19 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Save Astro Park

Hello,
My name is Ashley Ziegler. My family is an active, involved part of the community. I have never
opposed anything in my neighborhood but must now.
I appreciate your considering all of the pleas to Save Astro Park. It is a very important area and it helps
so many people w/ varied background, ages and needs. It most definitely should remain as is.
Warm Regards,

- Ashley Ziegler

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Joshua Drake [jdjd123@gmail.com]
Friday, March 02, 2012 9:26 AM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Please save Astro Park --- no dog park!

Ms. Ann Clevenger,
Please vote to deny the effort to convert Astro Park into a dog park. This is the only
green place in my neighborhood to play sports! Astro Park is beautiful now as open
space with no fences. Please don't let the dogs turn it into an eyesore.
Sincerely,
Joshua Drake
637 Beacon St, Oakland

Sent from my iPad

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Richard Chaikind [richjc@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 9:31 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to ask you to please deny the proposal to have a dog run in Astro Park. I live in the
area and I along with friends enjoy using the park to play soccer, toss a ball around or just being
there on a sunny day. If you walk through the park almost any day, especially on weekends you
will see the whole park being used and enjoyed by people of all ages. there must be some other
place to fence off for dogs.
Thank you,
Richard Chaikind
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Victoria A. Barbero [vabarbero@comcast.net]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 11:02 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Save Astro Park for Children

To the Commissioners:
Please deny the conditional use permit for the fenced- off leash dog area in our neighborhood park. We
have lived in the area for the past 30 years and take special delight in seeing the children and adults
enjoying the playground and the greenery. Many of them live in apartments and have nowhere else to
play. Please do not take away that joy. The dogs would bring dirt, noise and danger to a place of peace,
beauty and relative quiet.
My husband and I strongly urge you to deny this permit and allow the majority to enjoy the greens.
Victoria and Reinaldo Barbero
1010 Trestle Glen Rd.
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

kojimapearl@gmail.com on behalf of sarah canizzaro [kojima@kojimapearl.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 01, 2012 11:43 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: please save astro park from becoming a dry dusty dog run

Dear Ann Clevenger,
I am writing to ask you to please reconsider your plans to build a dog park in one of the only
open public spaces in my neighborhood. Dog owners have plenty of places to go already. I really
wish that you will also consider that dog parks are DUSTY, and given the wind that blows
through this space, it would be a public health hazard to have dried dog feces blowing through a
playground where now both children and adults can enjoy. I have lived in this neighborhood for
12 years and I have witnessed this space being enjoyed by many many hardworking people.
Please do not destroy their space, in the seeking of gentrification!
Sincerely, Sarah Canizzaro
-www.kojimapearl.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kris Jussila [kris_j59@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 09, 2012 11:30 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; rkaplane@oaklandnet.com; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Save Astro Park in Oakland

Dear City Council Members,
I recently learned that Astro Park may be slated to become a dog park. I would ask that you
consider to not do this to a park where it is used for our kids to have a large open space to play.
I also know that is it used for soccer, flag foot ball, a place to work out and many more things. A
dog park in that space is not appropriate. Please do not allow this to happen to Astro Park.
Thank you,
Kris Jussila

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Alexandra Williams [atw8@sbcglobal.net]
Sunday, April 08, 2012 10:08 AM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Please save Astro Park!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Dear Astro Park savers:
Hi, my name is Quinn and I am 6 years old. I want you to save Astro Park and I will
make some signs that say "Save Astro Park". I want to save Astro Park because I like
to play in the grass. I also like to play soccer on the grass. And I also like to
play rugby on the green space. I live in Oakland. I do like dogs but I think the dog
park should be somewhere else because I use the green space and other kids do too.
And anyway, dogs might run into the street since it's very, very close to the cars.
It's a better place for people than dogs.
I will bring the signs to the park and hang them up.
Thank you for saving the park,
Quinn Williams
PS I told my Mom what to say and she typed this email.
PPS I will try to take a picture of me playing in the green space and send it to you.

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kris Jussila [kris_j59@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 10:25 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

Saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Save Astro Park!

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our
neighborhood park.
This park is used by many in our area for sports, games, working out, picnics, for our kids to
have an area to play, etc... A fenced area in this park does not make sense. Not ot mention that
it would ruin the look of the park. Please consdier other areas that are better suited for a dog
park.
Respectfully,
Kris
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Wendy Winter [wintermade@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, April 06, 2012 8:27 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners, I respectfully ask that you deny the conditional use permit application for the fenced,
off-leash dog park at Astro Park.
Let's not kid ourselves, Oakland's reputation is tarnished: from our less than present former Mayor Dellums,
to the Occupy Movement, the recent mass murder at the Oikos college and our high crime rate. Oakland
simply carries a bad rep. And now a group of misguided people want to take a piece of our crown jewel and
turn it into a fenced dog run. So now imaging the future when news cameras turn to show scenes of the lake,
they'll get a beautiful view of what? happy dogs in a fenced in area rather than beautiful green space, with
kids and adults enjoying one of the few green, easily accessible, public spaces. Sure, we've got Redwood
Park, but if you're tethered to the flat lands or vehicle free, you're going to have to work hard to see some
green space. Don't take away the green.
And for the record, I love dogs more than I love people. I think Oakland's leash laws are simply Draconian.
Change the laws. Make life easier for dog owners, but DON'T take away this beautiful green space in my
neighborhood. That would simply be foolish.
thank you
Wendy Winter
589 Kenmore Ave
Oakland, CA
94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

stephen cunningham [stephent_94606@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 10:32 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Please save our open space at Astro Park

Hello,
I am a 40 year resident on Haddon Hill and I am opposed to transforming the wonderful open
sapce at Astro Park into a doggie park. This open space is currentlywell utilized by many
groups and should not be made available to a select few.
Thanks
Stephen
Haddon Hill

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Natasha Rosen [tasharosen@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, October 22, 2011 12:28 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Preserve Astro Park

Hello Ann Clevenger,
I live in Oakland by Lake Merritt and I love my community. Please don't change Astro Park. We
are in desperate need of easily accessible, free public land for recreational sports and social
gatherings. This is a public space that should be open to the public to use they way they like. I
love watching people play sports, exercise, play drums and just use the space for positive
physical outlets. There are so many other places to put a dog park. Don't put one in Astro Park.
Why not use the abandoned gas station lot across the street? That space is not currently being
used. Thank you for listening to my concern. I hope you understand how much I care about
Astro Park and hope to keep it preserved the way it is.
Thank you for your understanding and support,
Natasha Rosen
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

C.C. Abdullah [cc1gel@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 11:07 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Proposal on Astro Park

To : Commissioners
take action to stop this proposal against use Astro Park.
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park.
Astro Park is space needed by the people of the city not prime location for dogs.
Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Patricia Littlefield [norcal532001@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 8:56 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Proposed Dog Park

I am against the development of the Astro Park as a dog exercise area, even
though I am a small dog. The area is inappropriate for a variety of reasons.
First, there is a nearby dog park on the Oakland/Piedmont area near the Rose
Garden.
Secondly, vestiges of a number of old creeks draining into the lake result in water
pooling in that field, and it will be a muddy mess. It also portends for remnants of dog
waste draining into the lake.
Thirdly, the neighborhood , in general, is becoming too busy on Saturdays in
particular, with the crowds that come in to frequent the Farmes' Market, the sidewalk
vendors on the margins of the Farmers' Markets, the restaurant clientele on Lakeshore,
and the number of people trying to exercise in the lake area. We don't need more
activity in the area. Many of the people who will bring their dogs will drive over to the
area, and then park, contributing to congestion and decreasing the overall effort in the
area to get people out of their cars.
Fourthly, the mentally handicapped have been long term users of that space on the
weekends to play soccer, not to mention others who work out on the edges.
Fifthly, I don't think the city needs to be paying for this given the budget.
If you are still insistent in doing something in the area, why not look into using the
school yard of Lakeview Elementary School which will be closing after this year? You
have parking, you have space that you can easily modify for a dog run.
The neighborhood is getting to be too busy on Saturdays and a bit of a drag for anyone
living in that area. A good thing can become too much, just like what happened with the
Festival of the Lake. It started out smaller and manageable, and over the years, it
became larger with too much activity for the area. The mix we have now is tolerable,
but on the verge of becoming too much.

Page 1 of 2

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Steven Belcher [swbelcher007@gmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 25, 2012 10:29 AM

To:

Pattillo@PGAdesign.com; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com

Subject: Proposed Dog Park at Astro Park (Lakeshore)

Steven W. Belcher
630 Longridge Road
Oakland, California 94610
(510) 301-5321
swbelcher@msn.com

Re: Opposition to Proposed Dog Run at Astro Park

Dear Members of the Planning Commission,

Please "google" “off leash dog parks in Oakland” and you will see a great Yelp site rating 37 off
leash dog parks in and around Oakland. Now search for programed play fields near
Lakeshore and they list places such as “Gilman” which is in Berkeley and scheduled to the hilt
and Mosswood which is not flat. Astro Park (Lakeshore) is one of the few remaining pieces of
unprogramed playing field left in Oakland. That means, that you can see groups of pick up
soccer, baseball, football, play without driving to a field, paying for a permit…or waiting for a
permit.

In that vein, yesterday I passed the park and there was all the above activities go on at the same
time, no stress, just having fun. Where will these citizens go for their outdoor fun? It also
occurred to me that most of those children and young adults do not have a clue that their play
fields are about to disappear or have the means to drive to an alternative.

Please leave one of the last big open green spaces, open and green. Some have this compulsion
to fill empty spaces…let this one be. By the way, with the City budget on life support, how will
the proposed dog park be financed and maintained?

Sincerely,
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Steve Belcher

Planning Commission: vien Truon, C.Blake Huntsman, Michael Colbruno, Madeleine Zayas-Mart, Jonelyn Whales, Chris
Pattillo
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

William Rogers [william@ix.netcom.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 29, 2012 11:59 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Proposed Dog Park at the Astro Park Site Location

March 29, 2012
Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I am a resident of the Lake Merritt area and have two boys ages 10 and 12 who use Astro Park
regularly. While I am generally supportive of dog parks in urban communities, I am strongly
opposed to the reconfiguration of Astro Park for this purpose.
First, a dog park in this location destroys a primary (and much needed) feature of Astro Park –
un-programmed open space. Adults and children need open space areas to run, exercise, play
games and engage in sports. The elimination of well-used, un-programmed open space in an
area that has very little is contrary to basic community needs and is antithetical to the human,
environmental and public health goals for Oakland and its residents.
Second, the proposed dog park's proximity to an area that is programmed for children's play
may constitute an incompatible use by mixing dogs and children in such close proximity to one
another. It’s a potential safety issue for park users and a liability issue for the City.
Third, the prominence of the location for the proposed dog park is contrary to the current
projects around the lake. This is an area where the City has spent millions of stimulus dollars to
beautify the Lake Merritt area and to provide more open space. Astro Park is the Northern
gateway to the new and improved lake. Dog parks become large dirt patches because dogs that
are running, digging, urinating, and defecating suppress the ability of anything green to grow.
Despite the architectural renderings of a green and flowered dog park, the reality is a very
prominent eyesore in this high profile location.
The proponents of the dog park have asserted volunteers will largely maintain the dog park.
Volunteers often make frequent requests that require a higher level of oversight and support
from staff and city resources. The City of Oakland would be responsible for administration of
liability waivers for volunteers, MOU’s and oversight of the operational components of a
volunteer program.
In addition, cities across the country have engaged volunteers who have really good intentions
about maintaining an area or Park over the long term. Yet as people’s lives or priorities change,
so does their commitment. Volunteer efforts for ongoing maintenance simply wane over time.
It is often difficult and tiresome for volunteers to continuously pick up after others. When
volunteer efforts dissipate, it is the City’s responsibility to ensure that the park is well
maintained and safe for the public’s use. At the end of the day, the City has sole legal and
financial responsibility for the public asset.
Given this, the City of Oakland will have financial, maintenance and operational responsibility
for the park regardless of volunteer efforts. City services will include litter pick up, trash can
service, graffiti abatement, weed abatement, mulching, pruning, irrigation (to minimize dust),
site inspections, site drainage maintenance, annual wood chip and straw bale replacement,
gate, sign, bench maintenance, response to public concerns and complaints and animal control
related issues. City staff and Police will be required to ensure compliance with dog park rules
and will be responsible for enforcing dog park hours of operation. The dog park will require
recurring City resources to maintain and operate.
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The City will also be required to use its resources to field complaints, enforce rules, monitor activities and facilitate
disagreements. Common community complaints about dog parks include noise, dust (from dirt and wood chip
decomposition), blighted conditions, and odor from feces and urine. Complaints from users include environmental factors
such as the presence of mud, the quality of woodchips, and the condition of the site surface. Municipalities with dog parks
are also finding that a dog park can create conflicts among animals of different sizes and requests are commonly made to
mitigate conflicts by creating separate areas for large and small dogs. As time goes on, users also tend to request a higher
standard of maintenance and/or amenities than available resources allow.
Environmental factors are also an issue. Storm water and ground water quality may be negatively impacted from feces, urine
and mud washing off. In addition, proper site drainage and maintenance will be essential to prevent the transport of feces,
urine, surface material (wood chips) and soil.
Wildlife may also be impacted as the presence of dogs may be incompatible with wildlife by the lake which may cause wildlife
to stay away or cause their nesting, foraging and other essential activities to be interrupted. Birds are often flushed by dogs
and some dogs chase and kill wildlife. There are also public health and dog health alerts: E Coli inquiries, dog disease
inquiries, respiratory illness inquiries, water borne pathogens inquiries, etc..
Finally, parking will likely be an issue. Dog parks are typically a city-wide or regional resource and people drive to them from
outside the immediate neighborhood, City and even the region. The lack of parking (particularly in an area that is already
densely populated with cars) can have a negative impact on surrounding businesses and neighbors.
For all of the reasons stated above, a dog park at this location should not be approved.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

William Rogers
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Anna Fisher [afisherca@aol.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 8:14 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: proposed dog park near Lake Merritt

Dear Planning Commission members:
I've lived in Oakland for several years, and have spent many hours near or by Lake Merritt. I
was very disturbed to learn that a dog park has been proposed to take up (and take away) space
from that lovely picturesque recreational area near the Lake.
On weekends, children use the space, often after visiting the Library. Residents play soccer,
stretch before a run around the Lake, or just arrive to sit and chat with friends. People coming
from or going to the Farmers' Market stop there, enjoying the setting on a Saturday morning.
I've played frisbee, had picnics, played tag with my little nieces and more in the exact place this
terrible proposal would transform into a 21,000 square-foot dog run.
What a horrible idea, to ruin this setting with a dog park that can hardly be called pretty,
relaxing or healthful for Oakland residents. Have you noticed how much space the intended dog
area will actually take up? I've seen the plans, and it is a large, ugly, intrusive area that will
surely detract from the current green grass and play space we have now. I wonder, too, how that
dog run will look a few months after it is built, and who will really take care of it, keep it clean,
maintain it...
I love dogs, but a dog park is not the sight I want to see as my first view of Oakland when I
come off Route 580 and down the hill toward Grand Avenue. There are other areas that are
much more suitable for this proposal. Besides, the dogs won't care where the Park is, so long as
they have some space to run. Surely you can find another less-used space in Oakland for the
dogs, and save this space for the rest of us
So please...STOP this proposal, deny the conditional use permit application for the off-leash dog
area in our precious neighborhood park. It is a BAD IDEA for this neighborhood space.
Respectfully,
Anna Fisher
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Chris Willging [cwillging@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 11:54 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Subject: Proposed dog park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park near the corner of Lakeshore and MacArthur.
I have been using this park with my children for about 6 years, and have found that the
space to run and play next to the playground adds to the sense of freedom that the kids
have there, especially as they grow older and find the playground less interesting. I also
appreciate having some open green space in this very public and central location. In
addition, I have a lot of concerns about the maintenance of the dog park, since there is
no budget for that. Even if the park is well-maintained, the odor from dog urine soaking
into the wood chips and the ground may become unbearable over time.
Thanks for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Christine Willging
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Michael Kissam [bandini4@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 3:15 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Proposed dog run at Astro Park

Hello,
I have just heard that the proponents of a proposed dog park at Astro Park have completed their
application. I am writing to express my extreme disapproval of this proposal. I have read the
flyer from the people attempting to further this plan and they like to state that they "simply want
a small slice of the thousands of acres of Oakland Park space available". To say that the area
they suggest be used as a dog run is just some random slice of Oakland park space is ridiculous.
It only takes a casual familiarity with Lake Merritt to know that the grass by Astro Park is by far
the single most heavily used area around the lake. It's the most heavily used slice of park for
miles in any direction for that matter.
My daughter takes soccer classes at this location every Saturday and when we are there there are
always several other groups teaching soccer there as well, including one group that specializes in
organizing games for the mentally handicapped. There are groups that do tai chi there. There
are groups that do various forms of cardio and resistance training there. We regularly meet
friends there to kick the ball around with our children. We fly our kites there. There are almost
constant soccer, volleyball and frisbee games going on there. The list goes on and on. On
weekend mornings you are lucky if you can even find a place to play, there is so much activity
going on there. Again, it only takes the most casual familiarity with this area to know this, so
why anyone would propose taking this area away from children of Oakland is beyond me.
I want to be clear that I have nothing against dogs and would even potentially support a dog run
at another location should it be deemed to be truly an important societal asset, but to take away
the most popular children's play area in the Lake Merritt area and give it to dogs seems to be a
horrible idea on every level. Not to mention the inherent risks involved in having a childrens
playground and a dog park side by side.
Oakland, while a wonderful city, has many many problems to deal with and many of these
problems directly effect our youth. This park has consistantly provided a safe and fun
environment for kids to play, learn and be positive in. Please do not communicate to the children
of Oakland that they are literally less important than a dog. Please do not take our park away.
Thank you for your time,
Mike Kissam
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Marcia Lovelace [marcialovelace@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 9:29 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Proposed dog run in Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash
dog area in our neighborhood park. The area in question is in constant use
for games, drum circles and the kinds of eclectic gatherings that give Oakland
its unique flavor. The proximity to the children's playground, library and bird
sanctuary at Lake Merritt makes it the wrong site for an off-leash dog run. I
own and like dogs--and sympathize with those looking for such a facility. But
this is not the right place for it.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Marcia Lovelace
307 Jayne Avenue
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Scott Sibley [sibleys@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 11, 2012 4:16 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: re: Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
As Crocker Highlands' residents we urge that you deny the conditional use permit
application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. The proposed
park would prevent on-going activities from taking place and there is no money in the
Oakland budget to maintain it. We've been told that proponents have offered to maintain
it; if this is true let them create a trust fund, administered by the city, to do so before any
application is considered.
All the Best!
Rhonda and Scott Sibley
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Save Astro Park Group [saveastropark@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 13, 2012 1:36 PM

To:

sue@heragency.com

Cc:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Re: Dog park concern

On Tue, Mar 13, 2012 at 12:55 PM, Swetta Abeyta <swettabeyta@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear Commissioners,
I have lived in the Grand ave area for 5 years. I encourage you to NOT approve the
conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park.
Please consider that although there are many dog lovers in the world, there are also many
people that don't share this enthusiasm. There are always a few owners that don't have control
of their dogs and also don't pick up after their dogs. Astro park is not a good location for dogs
due to the fact that the patrons using the kids park and remaining open grass will be forced into
close proximity with these owners/dogs. In my opinion a dog park should be placed in an area
that doesn't force a large amount of unintentional interaction between dogs and others.
Is seems as if there are better alternatives to the dog park location. Some, within the lake
Merritt area. However, Astro Park has a steady user base of kids, athletes, and farmer's market
patrons. It would be a shame to alter this beautiful green, family friendly space.
Thank you,
Swetta Abeyta
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

christina mastrangelo [christina.mastrangelo@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 10:31 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Sue Levin

Subject: Re: NO On Fenced Dog Run Astro Park

Hello Again,
I wrote you on November 14th and never heard back.
I am writing again to voice my concerns and negative impact to put in a dog run in the middle of
Astro park will do to the community. It is best to put a dog park else where. This will deter the
greater public from use and enjoyment of the park. In addition most of the dog owners
currently walk there dogs around the Lake and those that I have talked to said they would
not use the dog park and that they would continue to walk there dog around the lake.
SAFETY!! - Too close to the Children's Playground and Street which is not good for the kids or
the dogs.
Not sanitary for the location
Not the best use for the greater public
Destroys the Oakland Culture of that use in that park.
-Very Concerned Oakland Resident

On Mon, Nov 14, 2011 at 5:28 PM, christina mastrangelo <christina.mastrangelo@gmail.com>
wrote:
Dear Council Members and Staff,
I am writing to voice concern and vote against having the fenced dog run at Astro Park at Lake
Merritt for the following reasons:
SAFETY!! - Too close to the Children's Playground and Street which is not good for the kids
or the dogs.
Not sanitary for the location
Not the best use for the greater public
Destroys the Oakland Culture of that use in that park.
This will deter the greater public from use and enjoyment of the park. Please put the dog park
else where. In addition most of the dog owners currently walk there dogs around the
Lake and those that I have talked to said they would not use the dog park and that they
would continue to walk there dog around the lake.
-Very Concerned Oakland Resident
Christina Mastrangelo
MOBILE: 510-459-2653
EMAIL: christina.mastrangelo@gmail.com

-Christina Mastrangelo
Mobile: 510-459-2653
Email: christina.mastrangelo@gmail.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Save Astro Park Group [saveastropark@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 10:21 AM

To:

sue@heragency.com

Cc:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Re: Please Deny application for dog area at Astro Park (Lakeshore)

On Mon, Mar 12, 2012 at 10:16 AM, Greg Macchi <gmac619@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area at Astro Park on
Lakeshore. My family use the large green area for recreational activities and feel the large dog area would
detract from the usable space as well as create an eyesore in the community. Again, please vote to not
allow for the dog park at our park.

Best regards,
Greg Macchi
452 Newton Ave.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Melissa Skoro Scott [liber8n55@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 9:17 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; del@oaklandnet.com; At Large; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Re: Save Astro Park!
Dear Councilmembers:
Please Keep Astro Park for the kids!
Thank you.

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

David Bargueno [davidbargueno@gmail.com]
Thursday, January 12, 2012 1:47 AM
Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; del@oaklandnet.com; At Large
saveastropark@gmail.com
Re: Save Astro Park!

Dear Council members:
Please Keep Astro Park for the kids!
Thank you.
Cheers,
David
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jesse Nachem [jlnachem@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 18, 2011 2:51 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Re: Save Astro Park-Update

Dear Councilmember Kernighan, Councilmember-at-Large Kaplan, and Ms. Clevenger:
It has been brought to my attention that a group of people are advocating for the installation of a
dog park in Astro Park. I am writing urge you to keep the park open, and not allow any dog park
to be made on this land.
Astro Park is used fully and consistently by our neighborhood (I live off of Lakeshore and
Brooklyn) and also by the many visitors that come for the Saturday farmers' market and other
community events. Every day of the week I see people using the park to exercise, picnic, meet
up, or read. Every Saturday I've noticed that there are soccer classes for developmentally
disabled people and also for toddlers.
A fenced-in dog park would severely limit the space we can use in Astro Park (and incidentally
could be an eyesore). There are a lot of other dog parks in the area we can use. As a pet owner, I
know that I can easily reach four dog parks within a short drive or even a ten minute walk.
Adding one here is unnecessary. I don't know why or how this idea is being proposed, but I urge
you again to please leave the park open.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Jesse Nachem (3rd Dist.)
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rebecca Kaufmann Aldinger [rebeccakaufmann@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, January 19, 2012 11:03 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Subject: Re Proposed Dog Park by Lake Merritt Branch Library/Playground

Dear Representatives,
I was very surprised to find out about the proposed plan to build Lakeview
Dog Park by the playground near the Lake Merritt branch library (Astro
Park). Honestly, this seems like a strange idea for a number of reasons,
and, although I am an avid animal-lover, I think a dog park in this location
would be a big mistake.
First, there are very few open green spaces like this one available for large
groups to gather for games of frisbee or soccer, or for multiple small groups
to play catch or other games side by side without crowding one another.
This kind of open space helps create and maintain a sense of community
because it's a space where people come together- both with friends they
know and new people they meet out on the field. I myself have enjoyed
playing frisbee with friends out on the field, as well as the unexpected
pleasure of welcoming strangers into the game. If the field is cut in half it
won't be big enough for either soccer or frisbee, and will no longer be a
place where people can come together for large games or to play alongside
others.
Secondly, the paths around Lake Merritt already provide people with dogs a
place to walk or run with their dogs. If people want to play with their dogs
off leash, then they need to go somewhere off the beaten path, as most
urban areas must accommodate non dog-lovers and dogs who aren't dogfriendly by insisting that dogs be on leash. Following this logic, it doesn't
make sense to create a space right in the middle of an urban area and
normal foot traffic for unleashed dogs.
Related to this, the dog park will be unappealing for those afraid of dogs,
and will be aesthetically unpleasing to most. Instead of grass, it will be dirt.
Instead of an open area, it will have a chain-link fence. Instead of quiet or
the sounds of friends and family playing, there will be dogs barking. This
kind of park should be located somewhere else, where dog owners can take
advantage of the space to run their dogs, but other people don't have to lose
their precious little green space in the middle of town. A slightly less-prized
space will easily suffice for a dog park without sacrificing this small park that
all passersby can currently enjoy.
Thank you for reading my email and allowing me to voice my concern. I do
hope that you will consider that the a large, green open space benefits many
more people than a dog park. Everyone's needs can be met by keeping the
green space, and adding a dog park in a less central location.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Aldinger, resident of the Lake Merritt area for 8 years
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Pat Hea [patheaphy47@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 4:06 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Regarding Application for Dog run in Park Near MacArthur and Lakeshore

Dear Commissioners,
I am apposed to an off lease dog park. Please stop and deny any permit for use of a dog
off lease area in the park at the corner of MacArthur and Lakeshore.
I have lived in the neighborhood for 30 years. I know how important this open space is.
I live on Haddon Hill/China Hill. We have no parks or public spaces on the hill so this
area is very important for the neighborhood and community.
Again I am very opposed to an off lease dog park at Astro Park in Oakland.
Thank you
Patrick Heaphy
614 Alma Ave
Oakland, 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lisa Robesch [l.m.robesch@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 10, 2012 9:49 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Regarding the conditional use permit application for fenced off-leash dog area Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. Astro Park has this great big space of green. We play frisbee
there and hang out in the sun. It's one of the only big free spaces of green for miles. I
like it the way it is. I use it. Please don't take it away from the community. I love dogs
and am all for an off leash area, just not there! The fence will not help the feeling of
community. There are plenty of other places much better suited for a fenced in offleash area. Please consider my voice in your decision.
Thank you,
Lisa Robesch
671 Vernon Street
Oakland CA 94610
510-520-9649
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Patrick Liddell [canzona@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 7:16 PM

Subject: Right Idea, Wrong Place

Hello Community Representatives,
I heard about the plan to build a dog park in Lake Merritt's Astro Park while there last Saturday
afternoon. I agree that a dog park would be very good to have somewhere on the Lake Merritt
perimeter, but Astro Park is not the place to do it. I concur with all the reasons they have for not
putting it there, but the strongest argument against it for me is the amount of traffic at that
corner, which is already pretty unsafe but with a bunch of animals there, even with a fence, it
would surely prove more tragic.
I hope you will consider other alternatives to this location.
Many thanks, cheers,
Dr. Patrick Liddell
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Heather Ehmke [hehmke@walkuplawoffice.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 1:55 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners:
I understand that the application for a DOG PARK at Lakeside Park near MacArthur
Blvd. (also called Astro Park) has been completed. Please DENY the conditional use
permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. This
area is used by many people for soccer, frisbee, volleyball, and children who enjoy the
grassy area. It also is a great open space that would be stunted by fences. Children
would be playing side by side with dog poop. It’s just not an ideal place for a dog run. I
love dogs and believe there should be more designated areas for off-leash play, but this
is just not the right place! Go check it out and see for yourself. It’s simply illogical to
fence off this expanse of grass for dogs.
Thanks for your consideration.

Heather Ehmke
Secretary to Douglas S. Saeltzer, Esq.
and Kevin L. Domecus, Esq.
(415) 981-7210
(415) 391-6965 (fax)
www.walkuplawoffice.com
www.wrongfuldeath-law.com
www.neuroinjurylaw.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jerry Wolfe [wingate63@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 01, 2012 2:22 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park: Please NO DOG PARK
Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I have been a proud Oakland resident for the past 40 years and truly love the diversity and beauty of our
city. For thirty of those years I worked in the Oakland Public Schools, and now serve on various
community boards, including the Downtown Oakland YMCA, and La Clinica.
I mention these experiences to give you a sense of my perspective of what is of great value to all the
citizens of Oakland, especially our youth and families.
The green open space area known as Astro Park, is a rare and much used city gem. Most urban areas
around the country are working diligently to preserve the few and limited green open spaces in their cities,
knowing the value to the whole community which these spaces provide.
The space at Astro Park is a city wide gem. I have spent countless days viewing the vast array of families,
youth, high schools, community groups and sports teams who use that space and cherish its
availability. Even to just drive by the spot and see the green beauty gives Oaklanders moments of peace
and calmness.
The outpouring of opposition to the outdated and limited view of those proposing an ill conceived dog park
and thus elimination of a major part of this space, shows the overall community desire to keep the gem
as it is.
I am certainly not a dog hater( as often portrayed by the group pushing this dog park), nor unaware of the
needs of dog owners in our city. Yet this is the wrong place and time for such a project. As I am sure you
are aware, our city faces major financial shortages, and despite supposed assurances from "volunteer"
dog owner groups, the city is not in a position to spend any public funds on a badly place project.
I strongly urge you to oppose this dog park, not just for the hundreds if not thousands of Oaklanders who
have voiced their opposition but for all those who use, view and value this rare open space in our city for
years to come.
Sincerely,
Jerry Wolfe

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kevin Duncan [kevinduncan2@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, March 17, 2012 9:36 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Planning Commission -My name is Jean-Philippe and I live in the Crocker Highlands area in Oakland. Prior to
purchasing a home in Oakland, I lived almost a decade in San Francisco. When it came time to
have a family and settle with wife and kids and such, I carefully considered several areas around
the Bay and Peninsula. To be honest, Oakland was not on top of my list (Piedmont and San
Mateo were). But then a friend took me to Gold's Gym one Saturday morning (I had never been
around there before). After our workout, we made it to the green grass where a lot of young
people from different backgrounds (Latin America, Brazil, Spaniards, French etc..) were playing
soccer (I grew up in Europe and I am a decent soccer player) and I joined in. After the play, we
headed to the Farmers Market nearby.
It is then that I realized Oakland could be a gret option to start a family: I could imagine my
(then-future but now quite real) kids playing in the green grass area, kicking balls with me and
my friends, running to the playground towards the lake. I was sold and bought a house in
Oakland.
So it with absolute horror that I heard a group of my fellow proud Oaklanders have decided to
turn the green grass area that lured me to Oakland into a ...dog park? Why should we destroy
what is probably one the best open spaces in Oakland and probably in the Bay Area into a dog
park? Is there any other space anywhere in teh city to accommodate a dog park? How can we
take we consider taking a green, gorgeous space, open to all to do whatever one feels like and
turn it into a potentially dirty space, reserved for the few of us who have dogs?
I strongly urge (ok, beg) you to not approve this plan, to not allow a dog park in this area
close to Lake Merritt, the Farmers Market and the best of Oakland. Help dog owners find
another space somewhere else but not so close to what is the heart and pride of Oakland:
our gorgeous Lake Merritt area with it green open space, "do whatever your heart fancies"
grass area.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to chime in.
Jean-Philippe
PS: in case you wonder, yes we do own dogs, two of them; we love them but we believe Astro
Park is too useful to too many people from too many walk of life to turn it into a dog park useful
only to those who are dog owners!
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Alaina Eldridge [alainaseldridge@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 5:36 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please don't accept the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area
at Astro Park. I live in the neighborhood and have enjoyed the large grassy area for
many years now. Every weekend I walk by the park, on my way to the farmers market,
and often take the child I babysit to the park to play on the grass. The park is almost
always being used by families or people playing sports. Getting rid of all the grass and
putting in a brown dog area would make the neighborhood less attractive and
appealing. I also think it's a poor spot for a dog park and wont be very successful,
especially since there are much better dog parks just a couple miles away. So please
deny the conditional application for the fenced off dog area and keep the park green.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Alaina Eldridge
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

cd.warren@comcast.net

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 4:53 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. This park is one of a few areas in Oakland that provides an
appealing and charming family-friendly location. Please preserve this space for the
enjoyment of families and other people wanting to enjoy an open, serene, and relaxing
place.
Sincerely,
Cynthia Warren
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Michael Sasso [michaelwsasso@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 10:26 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Commissioners,
Please do not turn Astro Park into a dog run. Very few large open grassy places in our area of Oakland
exist which are suitable for soccer and other field games. Converting a large area of the park into a dog
run will severely impact these activities in a negative way. There are many other suitable dog run areas
which would not displace play areas for our neighbors and children.
Thank you ,
Michael Sasso
492 Staten Ave., #501
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

chad marshall [chadmarshall@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 6:39 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park
Dear Commissioners,

Please do not allow our beloved park go to the dogs. Let's face it, dogs are already everywhere. I see them
in Starbucks. In the bread isle at Safeway. On the counter of La Farine bakery. In restaurants with their
obviously fake "Service Animal" vests on. Heck, I already see some dog owners using Astro Park without a
care. Scofflaws! Can we please have a place, just one place that is for people only? Where kids can run
and play without listening to incessant barking and owners screaming "NO!", "WHAT A GOOOO BOY!" et
cetera et cetera. Now is your chance to take a Stand! Sit! Stay! Please keep the park for the people.
Thanks for your time.
Chad Marshall
415.205.8056
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarilee Janger [sarileejanger@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 12, 2012 11:05 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners, Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced offleash dog area in our neighborhood park. This neighborhood does not need another off-leash dog
park...there are enough nearby to satisfy those needing to let their dogs run free. What we do
need to maintain is the free space, a multi-use big splash of green in the middle of our
neighborhod. What a shame it would be to lose it!
Thank you,
Sarilee Janger

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Liz Sand [lizsand@gmail.com]
Friday, March 09, 2012 10:19 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Save Astro park

Hello Ann and Dear Commissioners, Please DENY the conditional use permit application
for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. I suggest an alternative
place for the dog park. Across Lakeshore is an empty lot that was a gas station. This
space is almost as large and is not an infringement to anyone using the existing park.
My problem with the proposed space is aesthetic and safety. Please do not take away
the existing park.
Thank you.
Liz Sand
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Liz Sand [lizsand@gmail.com]
Friday, March 09, 2012 10:19 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Save Astro park

Hello Ann and Dear Commissioners, Please DENY the conditional use permit application
for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. I suggest an alternative
place for the dog park. Across Lakeshore is an empty lot that was a gas station. This
space is almost as large and is not an infringement to anyone using the existing park.
My problem with the proposed space is aesthetic and safety. Please do not take away
the existing park.
Thank you.
Liz Sand
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lea Therianos [leatherianos@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 06, 2012 1:08 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

To whom it may concern,
I am writing this letter to support the efforts to save Astro Park. I'm a dog owner, and
have lived in the Bay Area for almost 28 years of my life. There are many wonderful dog
parks, and out door areas for dog owners to take their pets in the Bay Area.
I'm almost always supportive of creating new spaces for outdoor off-leash dog parks,
but I feel that it's unnecessary to turn Astro Park into one because the area is not
suitable for a dog park. There are too many cars, and man-made dog runs are hard

to maintain and keep clean. Parks such as the one they're proposing to make
in Astro Park is usually the last place I enjoy taking my dog for exercise. I
enjoy taking my dog to parks such as Fort Funston in San Francisco, and
Point Isabelle in Richmond. I'm a Berkeley resident, and the drive to both of
these places is completely worth it for me because the land is a suitable place
for families to spend time with their beloved pets.
Astro Park is a place where many people and families, mine included, enjoy playing
outdoor sports, join fitness groups, have picnics, and participate in many other outdoor
activities. It'd be a shame to do away with the green grassy area that gets so much
great usage now, and to fence this area off to make a dog park when there are so many
other wonderful places to take our pets.
Thanks for taking time to read this letter.
Best,
Lea Therianos
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Benjamin Adkins [benjamin_adkins@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, March 04, 2012 2:52 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park
Dear Commissioners,
My name is Ben Adkins and I live in the Adam's Point neighborhood next to Astro Park and Lake Merritt.
Astro Park and the Lake is the best thing about this area of Oakland. It is truly the gem of Oakland!
Please do not allow this beautiful green space to be turned into a dog run. Please deny the conditional
use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in my neighborhood park! I have many reasons
for pleading with you to not allow this to happen. My wife and I moved to Oakland within the last year
because we are volunteers with the International Rescue Committee, an organization committed to
helping displaced refugees from around the world to successfully resettle here in Oakland. My friends,
our new incoming refugees, are arriving from all over the world: Bhutan, Nepal, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Burma, Sri Lanka, Uganda, Ethiopia, Eritrea, and so many more! We use Astro Park - one of the few
large green areas that is within walking distance near my neighborhood - to host weekly and daily
events. For example, every Friday we teach a free English class for new refugees and afterwards we play
soccer with our students. We walk to Astro Park and use this beautiful green space to play soccer and
build relationships with our students. Our students describe this as their favorite time during the week. It
is therapeutic for them! For many, they come from rural areas that are usually lush and green, so
coming to a modern city like Oakland is hard for them. Yet, this little space called Astro Park allows them
to remember what green space looks like. I distinctly remember one of my Bhutanese friends on his first
time to Astro Park reaching down to the grass and dirt at Astro Park and smiling. I asked him what was
going on because here was this 30 year old man standing in the middle of Astro Park bent over in half
touching the earth. I will never forget what he told me - he looked up at me and said in his broken
English - "Ben, I feel the earth again." I asked him, "what do you mean?" He told me that this was the
first time since he moved to Oakland (about four months prior) that he was able to touch the grass, the
soil, and the earth. He was so excited and happy to be able to have a green place to come to. He came
up to me and gave me a big hug and said: "thank you!" This is why Astro Park is important. Living in a
modern city, we have to protect our green spaces. If Astro Park had been a dog run, my new friend
would have never had this experience.
In addition to this experience, we use Astro Park every Sunday at 3pm to play soccer. A group of around
20 show up and play soccer from 3pm till around 6 or until it gets dark. This is not just a group of your
average American guys playing soccer. This is a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-racial, multi-religious
group. Here is a group of Muslims from Afghanistan playing soccer with Hindus from Sri Lanka, Buddhist
from Bhutan, and Orthodox Christians from Eritrea - laughing and playing soccer. They are the future of
Oakland. They are the future of our nation. Allowing green spaces like Astro Park to exist allows for
connections and bridges to be built across cultural, language, religious, and social barriers. It is one of
the few green spaces in Oakland big enough to host a group like ours.
Besides using this beautiful green space for sporting events, we host family events here as well. For
example, last Spring we hosted an Easter picnic and egg hunt for refugee families. We had over 30
families show up for the event. We had food from all over the world. We had games for the children.
And we had a good 'ole American Easter Egg Hunt for the young children. Well, ... we thought it was
only for young children until our adults, who had never experienced an Easter Egg hunt ran out to find
eggs for themselves. Many of the families had never experienced an Easter Egg hunt and were so happy
and excited to be able to experience an American "tradition." For weeks afterwards, many of our friends
kept asking us when we could go back to Astro Park and look for eggs! If Astro Park was a off-leash dog
run, where else could we go? Please, don't allow this space to be turned into a dog-run. Not only do we
use this space for large group gatherings, we also use it for small group gatherings as well. We have
taught English in the park. We have small picnics in the park. It is such a wonderful place. And we love
it!
Commissioners, I beg of you, please deny the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash
dog area in my, no, "our" neighborhood area park.
Sincerely,
and in most respect,
Benjamin S. Adkins
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Steve B [sbreg82@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 01, 2012 5:34 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: SAVE ASTRO PARK

Dear Commissioners,
I love Astro Park and think a dog park would be a blight on the park and surrounding area. I
request that you all DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog
area in my neighborhood park. I live on Hanover Ave. located off of Lakeshore Ave. less than a
half mile form Astro Park and walk by, use, and enjoy almost daily.
Respectfully Your,
Steven Bregante
322 Hanover Ave.
Oakland, CA 94606
925-785-1487
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Eric Steckel [eric@bars-tone.com]

Sent:

Thursday, February 16, 2012 3:34 PM

To:

Nadel, Nancy; At Large; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Save Astro Park
To Nancy Nadel, Council District 3, Rebecca Kaplan, Council At Large, and Ann Clevenger,
Oakland Planning Department,
I am writing today as a resident of Adams Point in Oakland and someone who really loves the
way Lake Merritt and Astro Park are currently setup. I have two children who have enjoyed the
playground for years, and are now ready to use the fields adjacent to the Astro Park. For many
reasons, it would be a shame to convert a large part of that to fenced in brown space. While I
understand that the fields are in their current state because of plans to create the dog park,
their use as open fields of play have been embraced by the community.
For starters, fencing in the area would fundamentally alter the views of the lake from the area,
and that is no good thing. It is lovely the way it is, so let’s keep it that way. Secondly, I
understand that dog owners need a place to bring their pets, but doing this adjacent to a
playground is really not safe or appropriate. Right idea- Wrong place.
I urge you to reconsider where we place a dog park. The corner of Macarthur and Lakeshore is
not the place.
Thank you for your consideration.
Eric L. Steckel
303 Adams Street, #203
Oakland, CA 94610

Eric Steckel | Vice President & General Manager
415|222|6123 x201 415|713|2220 mobile
Follow us on

…Learn how online video increases SEO

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Gerald Wheeler [geraldwheeler@comcast.net]
Thursday, April 05, 2012 4:31 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to request that you please DENY the conditional use permit application
for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park.
I have lived in this neighborhood for over 27 years and dividing the use of this small
park between dogs and people is a proposal that has been rejected by most of the
residents that I know, particularly those, and there are a lot of them, families with
small children.
Astro Park is a location that always has been and continues to be fully used by
families, and sports enthusiasts for recreation and pleasure on a daily basis.
Chopping it up for dogs is a bad idea.
I have no doubt that there are other, far less intrusive locations where dog owners
can allow their animals to run free. Please do not allow it here.
Thank you,
Gerald Wheeler
651 Santa Ray Ave.
Oakland, Ca. 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Donald Scott [brasco1903@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, January 13, 2012 7:05 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: save astro park
I would prefer not to have a massive dog park take space away from people who use that grass year
round, whether it be parents and kids, soccer players, football camps, or people laying out with a book.
If compromise is necessary, make is smaller. The dog park is sure to be popular early on, then once
interest tapers lake merritt would be left with a under utilized space with everyone asking 'who came up
with this idea'.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ryan Lindsay [rlindsay54@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 07, 2012 12:48 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Save Astro Park

Ms. Ann Clevenger;
I am writing to you in regards to the proposal to place a dog park in the middle of Astro Park.
As a resident of this neighborhood, and as a fan of dogs, I would like to express that I am against
this dog park.
The argument is that this space is rarely in use, so why not a dog park? Well first off, it IS used
by members of the community (children and their families who use the nearby playground,
fitness training groups, a group of mentally challenged people for fitness and games, and others).
Secondly, a space does not have to be in a constant state of use in order to entail its importance.
It is a lovely green space that really shines especially on sunny days. Filling it with wood
chips and adding a chain link fence is going to make this space unattractive visually and possibly
unhealthy (more traffic, increase in dog waste).
I sympathize with dog owners; I have owned dogs in the past and occasionally look after friends'
canine companions. I understand how awesome it is to have a place to hang out and let your pet
run free and enjoy the outdoors without a leash. This proposal, however, is going to be more at
the expense of the community. The neighborhood will loose a green space and only gain a soiled
pile of wood chips in return.
Thank you so much for your time and understanding.
Sincerely,
Ryan Lindsay
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Brea Jones [breajones@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, January 07, 2012 12:38 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Save Astro Park

Ann Clevenger:
I am writing to express my strong disapproval for creating a dog park in Astro Park, at the
intersection of MacArthur Blvd. and Lakeshore Ave.
The city has done so much to improve this community over the course of the three years I have
called this neighborhood home, and it is a shame to turn much loved greenspace into an eyesore
of a dog park. This space is used by community members playing soccer, exercising, stretching
out with a picnic or book, and generally scanning the beauty of the area. A dog park in this area
would block access for its current many uses and also alarm small children and families who
utilize the adjacent children's playground. I strongly advocate against this dog park.
Thank you for taking my views into account.
Sincerely,
Brea Jones
444 Lee St., #4
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sarah H [trisas6@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, December 22, 2011 10:47 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Pat, Rebecca, Nancy & Ann,
Please count our family amount those that do NOT wish to loose Astro park to the dogs.
While we appreciate the need for dog parks, this is NOT the right location. Astro park is so
loved and so used as a beautiful open green space I can't see justifying fencing it in for the dogs...
not when it means taking the space away from our kids!!!
Thanks,
Two mom's & their little one
Stow Ave, Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

awenzell [awenzell@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 11:37 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners:
I write to STRONGLY oppose the conversion of Asto park to a dog run area. While I
understand the need for doggy open spaces, this park and the area specifically slated for the dog
park is one of the most utilized open spaces in all of Oakland. Not a day goes by, rain or shine,
when you will not see people (taxpaying citizens) playing Frisbee, soccer, baseball, football,
working out, turning cartwheels, chasing their children, or simply sunbathing.
I am a dog owner and I live three blocks from Astro park, so I would benefit disproportionately
from a dog run area. But looking at the larger good to the community, it would be a terribly
selfish disservice to the citizens of Oakland as a whole to deny such a utilized recreational area
to the rest of my neighbors because a handful of us dog owners want to run our dogs off-leash.
Thank you for your time.
Kind regards,
Ann Wenzell
750 MacArthur Blvd.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jan LeGassick [janle@sbcglobal.net]

Sent:

Wednesday, April 04, 2012 9:13 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park
Dear Commissioners,
I live in the Lakeshore area and am unhappy with the proposal to create a fenced-in dog area near Astro
Park. Please deny the conditional use permit.
Contrary to what supporters of the dog area claim, this part of the park is often used by adults and kids for
soccer games and other activities. It's also an entry point to the Lakeshore area and is now an open,
inviting space. Fencing it off for dog use, and relying on volunteers to maintain the site is a bad
idea. There must be other places that are not prime real estate, that would be more suitable for a dog
park.
Thank you,
Jan LeGassick
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Jonathan Hayward [jonnyhayward@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, November 05, 2011 12:17 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Ann, Pat, Nancy, and Rebecca,
My name is Jon Hayward and I live at the corner of Grand and Lee street in Adams point. My
wife and I moved to Oakland last year in August from the east coast. We have found a great
community of friends and neighbors and have really enjoyed seeing Oakland stereotype after
stereotype smashed as the months have moved on.
I love Oakland but when people back east ask me what it's like living here I can't help but
mention the lack of good green public space here, and now there is even less that the tent city is
killing everything that is green downtown. One thing that I had loved about living on the east
coast (cambridge MA) was that people were out and about playing ultimate frisbee, soccer,
kickball, softball, etc., in the public spaces. Often times on my bike ride home from work I
would hop into a game and meet new people. This is something that I really miss, Oakland has
virtually no inviting public social sports events, and virtually no space to facilitate said events.
I have however stubbled upon a group of guys who play soccer every sunday at 1 at the Astro
park. One day a few months ago I asked if I could hop in and pretty much every Sunday after
they have invited me to play. Every week new people show up (last week we had a 12 v 12
game) and play, there is a great sense of community and friendly game play with no emotional
or uncomfortable confrontations to date. It is a multicultural, diverse in age (not yet gender but
ladies are alway welcome), and all around great group of guys.
If a dog park were built in the proposed location we would loose half of our playing field and be
forced to play in a tighter space closer to the trees, playground, freeway and parking lot. As it is
now we comfortably play in the center of the green without any danger of hard passes or shots
entering the playground.
I should mention to that I am in general pro dog park and pro dog. I grew up with dogs, love
dogs, and would have one now if my apartment were pet friendly. I am not in favor of replacing
people parks with dog parks, especially parks that are commonly and habitually used by the
public.
Please do not continue with the plans to build the dog park at Astro park. Oakland can't
afford to loose so much of the green space that it so desperately needs to facilitate public events,
and all around positive social interaction.
Thank you,
Jon Hayward
Registered and active voter in Alameda County
--------------------------------jonnyhayward@gmail.com
http://web.me.com/jonnyhayward <— PORTFOLIO SITE
twitter.com/jonnyhayward
978 257 1191
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sally Lewis [sallyelewis@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 11:49 AM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Kaplan, Rebecca; Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Pat, Rebecca, and Ann,
I have been living in Oakland for about three years, and I have lived right up the street from
Astro Park for almost two years now. In fact, I can see Astro Park from my bedroom window. I
thoroughly enjoy and take pride in my residence in the Lake Merritt area. I frequent local shops,
the Saturday Farmer's Market, and walk around the lake at least twice a week (weather
permitting). Moreover, I worked at Bayhill High School, on Boden Way, which utilized Astro
Park for its' sports and other school activities. I now work at another local high school, and our
school played flag football against Bayhill High School in Astro Park -- right where people are
trying to install a dog park. I think it would be a travesty to take this space away from the
multitude of people and programs that utlize it. It makes me happy to see people of all sorts of
creeds use this park for play and recreational activities. I am a dog owner, and have been for 5
years, and yet I am completely opposed to this space being used as a dog park. I know that my
students would be devastated not to be able to use this area to scrimmage against oher local high
school. I cannot think of another place for our games to be held. Please consider the people who
use this park for positive reasons every day and deny this area as a dog parl. Thank you
-Sally Lewis
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ashley Ziegler [Ashley@sfhoundlounge.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 12:01 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: save astro park
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ashley Ziegler [Ashley@sfhoundlounge.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 12:01 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Save Astro Park

Hello,
Please save astro park! In short I believe it is the heart and soul of the area. Thank you, Ashley Ziegler
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Gilbert Vahanian [gvahanian@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 3:05 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
Please forward this message to the Planning Commission.
Thank you.
-------------------------Dear Commissioners,
Please vote to DENY fencing off a portion of Astro Park for a dog run.
This beautiful, serene, green space provides utility not just to the many active users of it,
but also to thousands of daily passer-by who derive peace and satisfaction from seeing a
tranquil, green oasis in the midst of what otherwise would be a desolate urban diaorama of
buildings and concrete.
If we must appropriate valuable, open, flat, green, unprogrammed space for any other
purpose, then let's ensure that the utility provided by that proposed use FAR outweighs the
cost of relinquishing this green space. Decimating this beautiful space with woodchips,
dust, and chicken-wire does not come close!
Moreover, this well-intentioned, but utlimately horrifically flawed proposal, will be an eye
sore, nose sore, and ear sore for all visitors to the lake, IN PERPETUITY!
When I saved a deaf dalmation puppy from sure extermination by a breeder in San
Leandro, I relocated to Concord to give the sweet soul a back yard to run in. No, I did not
have a car, and rode to Bart on my bicycle. I'm all for dog parks in Oakland, but to put a
dog park at this vital patch of green adjacent to a tot lot and an important, highly
trafficked corridor that connects many districts strikes me as sophomoric.
And I haven't even touched on the notion that this land is part of the first US national
wildlife refuge and an important bird sanctuary!
Please, let's kill off this proposal, and start working on proposlas on how to preserve our
valuable open space from similar future land grabs.
Let's not be the ones future generations of Oaklanders and Piedmonters look back to as
having woodchiped paradise and put up a dog crapper.
Thank you for hearing my voice.
Kindest regards,
Gilbert Vahanian
Oakland Homeowner since 2005
635 Spruce St.
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Daniel Gutierrez [dan_zone@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 9:52 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. I am a Native Oaklander. I grew up playing in Astro Park and
now bring my own children there to play. I also still play frisbee there as well. Although I
love dogs, I am opposed to having a dog park in Astro Park. There has to be another
location better suited as a dog park. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Daniel Gutierrez, Realtor
Highland Partners
510-517-3000

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tom Willging [twillgin@gmail.com]
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 6:15 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com; Chris Willging
Save Astro Park

Dear Commissioners:
Please vote to deny the application to create a dog park on the Astro Park grounds.
With the layout of the park, having dog runs will interfere with the many activities
that take place there now. I am especially concerned about the effect of a dog park on
the children's playground that will border the dog run. My two grandsons, ages 2 and
6, have enjoyed the park throughout their young lives and would like to continue to do
so.
I appreciate the need for a dog park and hope that you are able to locate a suitable
area in the neighborhood. My only objection is having the park so close to where
children play and to the soccer and athletic fields.
Thanks for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Tom Willging
177 19th Street, Apt. 2D
Oakland, CA 94612
510-835-0159 (home)
202-491-4747 (cell)

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Marcus Keay [marcuskeay@yahoo.com]
Thursday, March 15, 2012 7:52 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Save Astro Park - Deny Dog Park Permit

Dear Miss Ann Cleaver
As a resident of the Lakeshore area "1177 Holman Road" and the father of a 17 month
old child, my family and I frequent the children's play area adjacent to the proposed
dog park regularly. As an observer of the activities that take place in the proposed
area for the dog area I strongly oppose the area to be designated for dogs. The
proposed area is regularly used by children and adults alike for multiple open area
activities such as children's and adult soccer, running, bootcamp and volley ball to
name a few. There has to be a better location for the dog park than this site.
Please help keep our limited open park areas for people and reconsider this proposal
and find another location.
Yours sincerely,
Marcus Keay
1177 Holman Road,
Oakland, CA, 94610
Sent from my iPad

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ebere Chukwuemeka [eberechukwuemeka@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, April 03, 2012 6:38 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Save Astro park.

Hello. I have been playing soccer at astro park for 9 years now every sunday along with many
other Oaklanders. Please do not build a dog park park there. If you do, you will be taking away
alot from me and the kind fellows that i play with at that park every sunday. i am comfident that
we are not the only ones that will lose alot from the building of the dog part at astro park. Alot of
people make use of that spot and it would be terrible to us if it was gone or replace with
whatever. I also think its really messed up how the city doesn't have the time or money to cut the
grass at astro park but they have the time and money to construct a dog park there and rob people
of a really good spot. Anyway please don't build the dog park or anything there for that matter
thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Brian Auerbach [auerbach.brian@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 27, 2012 8:28 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park as an open green space for all to use

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I live in the neighborhood that includes the Astro Park green space. This green space is a gem in
the neighborhood that creates a beautiful and unmistakable vista for all citizens to share. There
is nothing more pleasurable after a long day at work in San Francisco and a commute bus ride
home than to look out of the bus window and see that wide vista with all kinds of people
walking, playing soccer, kids playing, people exercising and, of course, just the open space
dedicated to all.
A dog park in this location would be a tragedy for all concerned. I am not against dogs or dog
parks per se, but this prime resource set in such a prominent part of our neighborhood is just
wrong for dog usage and would be a city planning error. I ask you to please deny the proposal to
put a dog park in this wonderful, shared location.
Sincerely,
Brian Auerbach

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Diane Wallace [moongoddess13@sbcglobal.net]
Saturday, March 10, 2012 11:25 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Save Astro Park from going to the dogs

Dear Ann,
Please stop the proposal that would turn Astro Park into a dog park. This is a
beautiful grassy area where people play sports, dance, exercise and enjoy themselves
in a scenic location. Dog parks are messy and ugly with bare earth and ugly fences.
Please don't allow a noisy, messy eyesore to be installed where there are now
beautiful green open spaces. There is no reason why dog owners can't walk their dogs
on leashes near the lake. There are other dog parks within driving distance that don't
impact as many people.
Please keep Oakland's Lake Merritt beautiful and deny this dog park proposal.
Sincerely,
Diane Wallace
Oakland resident

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

alexandra feinstein [alexafeinstein@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Friday, March 09, 2012 9:58 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: SAVE ASTRO PARK!

PLEASE DO NOT PLACE A DOG PARK IN THIS LOCATION!!!
I am a Grand Lake Resident, and I believe there are many other places to put a dog
park. This is the only place where families like ours, can play soccer and run around
freely with out getting hit by a car.
It would be such a unpleasant place to have a dog park. Please please do not place a
dog park in this location! it will smell, and be unpleasant, as my children play at the
playground next to Astro park.
Regards,
Alexandra Feinstein
346 Santa Clara Ave Oakland 94610

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Nicole Danielle Scott [nicoledscott@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 8:53 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; del@oaklandnet.com; At Large

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park!
Dear Councilmembers:
Please Keep Astro Park for the kids!
Thank you.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Victoria Wong [vwoakland@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:56 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park!

Dear Commissioners and Ms. Clevenger,
I am writing to oppose the proposed dog park at Astro Park. I am a long time resident of the
Grand Lake neighborhood, and I feel strongly that the open space at Astro Park is an integral part
of the community that needs to be preserved. This area is highly visible and attractive, and
heavily used and enjoyed by many neighborhood residents, including me and my family, who
live within half a mile of the park. Every weekend there are people using that open space for
soccer games, stretching and calisthenics, and children's activities. A dog park at this location
would eliminate the open space that is important to our community, in an area with relatively
little park space for recreation like soccer games. There is no place for those types of activities
around the lake or up either Grand or Lakeshore Avenues. It also would impact safety for
children, as the dog park would be right next to the heavily used playground and library.
That open space also serves as a transition between SplashPad Park and the Lake, significantly
harming the aesthetics of the park. I do not want a dog park in that highly visible location. It
would be a visual blight on the neighborhood, which has worked hard for years to improve itself
and attract pedestrians and shoppers.
Furthermore, despite ODOG's promises that its volunteers will maintain the park, there is no
guarantee it will happen, and the City will not have the resources to maintain the park. If it
becomes dirty and smelly, the community will have no recourse for correcting the problem.
Furthermore, I believe this dog park, if it is to be located anywhere, should, like most dog parks,
be placed in an underutilized area, as the Linda Park dog park and the dog park near FROG Park
are placed (on a steep hillside and under a freeway, respectively), rather than in a highly used,
attractive and visible area.
As it is, Oakland does not have the resources to maintain existing parks, even with volunteer
assistance. For example, the Oakland Rose Garden's condition has deteriorated severely since
gardening staff was reduced, despite regular volunteer efforts. I do not want to see a new dog
park, in a highly visible and highly trafficked area, blight the neighborhood. In fact, I am
opposed to even the capital expenditures proposed for the park, given Oakland's dire budget
situation. That money would be far better spent maintaining existing parks than creating another
park that much of the community opposes, and for which the City cannot afford maintenance.
Arguments that this location has been in the works for a long time and that the City should not
spend additional money on planning a new park are irrelevant. The fact that this not a suitable
location for a dog park remains true regardless of how much it would cost to plan an alternative
location. As you know, based on the strong community opposition to the park, many local
residents had no idea about the plans.
In sum, I oppose the proposed dog park for many reasons, including children's safety, aesthetics,
and the elimination of an important and heavily used open space, where Oakland has a shortage
of open, accessible park space already. Please vote against the proposed dog park.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Victoria Wong
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Patti Byram [patti@trademarkevents.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 01, 2012 12:17 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject:

SAVE ASTRO PARK! No dog park

Importance: High

Dear Commissioners: Please DENY the conditional use permit application for
the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park. This green park is
beautiful as it is and used in many ways by children, adults, families, Lake
Merritt wildlife. This is not the place for a dog park. Thank you.
Patti Byram
Resident of Grand Lake area
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mclaughlan, Kristina [Kristina_Mclaughlan@intuit.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 07, 2012 11:57 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject:

Save Astro Park!! - Please DENY conditional use permit application

Importance: High

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our
neighborhood Astro Park!!!
My family, friends and I enjoy this park on a weekly basis for large games of soccer, Frisbee,
boot camp and many other sports. My small children enjoy playing on the outdoor play
structures, and we would be devastated to lose field space and have an off-leash dog area. We
are all completely opposed to this conditional use permit application.
Please do NOT allow the conditional use permit application to go through.
Thank you,
Kristina McLaughlan
71 La Salle Ave, Piedmont CA 94611

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Omar shah [omarshah@gmail.com]
Tuesday, March 13, 2012 1:09 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Save Astro Park!!

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced
off-leash dog area in our neighborhood park.
This park is frequently
used for many fun activities for kids and adults including soccer, volleyball, etc.
Given that there is a kids park next to it, it is a fun and safe place for kids to run
around in the green grass.
Allowing dogs in the park would make it unsafe for little kids and also ruin the green
grass due to dog feces. Please consider keeping this park for residents to enjoy a
healthy lifestyle.
Thanks
Omar

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Elaine Ellis [mselainels@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, April 06, 2012 1:50 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park!

Dear Commissioners,
Please DO NOT vote to the conditional use permit application for the fenced offleash dog area in our neighborhood park.
I am an Oakland resident and love to run around Lake Merritt and all of its
surrounding green space. While I love dogs and believe they deserve a place to
run around, please do not take away this limited green space in the Lake Merritt
neighborhood for all of us who use it in our own ways, playing sports or just
enjoying relaxing there in the sun.
Thank you for considering the wishes of your constituents.
Sincerely,
Elaine Ellis

(School social worker, Rockridge resident)
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Karyn Moss Veneklasen [karyn@mosspro.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 11:19 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astro Park--Move Proposed Dog Park to Another Location

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park, Astro Park. Our daughter plays soccer there on Saturdays, and
our toddler son loves to play in the green area. We also love having the big green patch
as a great benefit to the neighborhood.
We're 100% in favor of an off-leash dog park in the neighborhood, but as a dog owner,
I know that they're ugly and smelly, so we'd would all be better off hiding it behind
Fairyland or another site that's less visible and in the center of our highly trafficked
public park area.
Sincerely,
Karyn Veneklasen
1036 Sunnyhills Road
Oakland 94610

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Karen Zachary [karendzachary@gmail.com]
Monday, April 09, 2012 6:27 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com
Save Astro Park

Dear Ann,
Please don't build a dog park at Astro Park.
1) parking is already abysmal in this area and would get worse
2) dog walking already obstructs the sidewalks around the lake too much...and having a
dog park could mean more dogs passing through my neighborhood
3) we don't need the noise
4) it's wrong for all Oakland citizens to yield precious green space to a minority
(dog owners)
5) Astro Park gets plenty of use for more positive activities
I don't think the city should have ANY dog parks, but if it must, the space by
Fairyland is a much better location.
Thank you for reading,
Karen Zachary
2316 Lakeshore Ave #9
Oakland, CA 94606
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Kamala Leslie [repdiva@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, December 23, 2011 5:21 PM

To:

Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Save AstroPark

I'm writing as a Lake Merritt resident to express my concern over Astro Park becoming a dog
shitting parlor. Sorry to be so blunt, but this is a beautiful wide open plot of land that is used by
soccer players, children, picnicers, etc and it really ought to remain that way. Turning it into a
dog park will not only take away from the beauty of the Lake, but it then is only available to
serve a specific population, that being dog-owners. Please keep Astro Park a public plot of land
for citizens to use for human play, enjoyment, nature.... not for dogs to take over. Thank you for
hearing me. I wish you safe and happy holidays.
Sincerely,
Leslie Davis
510 409 5494
450 merritt ave
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Clarence Binninger [cbinusa@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 6:13 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Save Astropark

Please do not turn astro park into this wasteland of a dog run. The geese like the grass, the kids
like the grass, and I like the grass. It would be less horrible if it at least turned into a cordonedoff grass dog run, but dark chunks to add to global warming? Are you kidding? If this nightmare
originated with a city employee, then this is an example of an out-of-touch government
bureaucrat run-amock. Why not turn an underused parking lot into a nice grassy field where dogs
can run instead? There are plenty of such lots near the Lake by the Kaiser Convention Center and
Laney College and all over downtown.
Clarence Binninger

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tye Reichle [tyereichle@yahoo.com]
Sunday, March 11, 2012 2:56 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Save the Astro park

Please deny the use of the corner of the park for 'dog run'.

1

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Ashley Ziegler [Ashley@sfhoundlounge.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:31 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: save the park

I have submitted letters in an effort to save Astro Park before and I am now sending another message
but will keep it brief. The park is used as it us by many. It is a cherished area that should remain as is.
Thank you for considering my high priority request.

- Ashley Ziegler
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Laverne M [lmatiasg@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, April 09, 2012 8:29 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: saveastropark@gmail.com
issapointment
Ms. Ann Clevenger
I have no words to express my sadness and dissapointment after leaning the plans for Astro Park in
Oakland.
When I go to Farmers' Market on Saturday it is a joy to walk from the lake to the market and see kids
playing, youth prating sports and families connecting and building a vibrant community. The park is one
of the few green areas accessible to residents of this area - walking distance.
I'm writing to ask you to PLEASE DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog
area in our neighborhood park.
Our families, youth and children would greatly appreciate it.
Best, Laverne Matias
Maple Avenue
Oakland, CA 94602
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Valerie Dunn [sogno.e.viverlo@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 7:59 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Subject: SaveEastropark

Hello.
I am a local citizen of Oakland. On saturdays My family and I walk down to the farmers market
and then walk over to the open space, which is such a great treat to have for families enjoying a
picnic or watching our children play soccer with their friends. We love dogs and even want to
have spaces for them. However, this park in particular is not the appropriate setting, and it would
greatly take away the natural beauty of the park and all that it represents for local families.
Please do not allow the building of a dog part in this area, to my understanding there are already
several parks for dogs and yes, there are several parks for kids, but this would be an eyesore, let
alone taking away from the openness that the park provides during those spring and summer
days when families head out to this park.
Thank you, for your time.
Valerie Dunn
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Emily Mendel [emily@mendelnet.com]

Sent:

Friday, February 24, 2012 10:52 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Stop the Dog Park

The Dog Park is taking vital green open space from our neighborhood. Kids, sport players, walkers,
exercisers, dreamers, all need that space.
Regards,
Emily S. Mendel
______________
1109 Ashmount Avenue
Piedmont, CA 94610
510.763.1898
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Sufen Chang [sufen@structurespace.com]

Sent:

Monday, March 19, 2012 9:34 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: stop the dog park

Dear Commissioners,
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in
our neighborhood park. We love our little park with the green area. My family has lived
in this neighborhood for 14 years and both of my kids grew up in this park. This is the
gem that’s part of Lake Merritt. Please save this beautiful green area and do not ruin
Lake Merritt which is the most beautiful iconic scene in Oakland.
Having an area that is FENCED off is the last thing we need. One of the main reasons
that the farmer’s market is so successful is how porous it is in its entire perimeter.
Similarly, we need a natural green space without fences to bridge and connect the lake
and the businesses on the other side of the freeway, as well as providing the most
versatile and open use for all residents.
Thank you,
Sufen Chang
Resident at Adams Point and Jean Street Condominiums since 1998.
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Rachel Broadwin [chezrachel@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, August 23, 2011 11:06 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject:

Suggested Locations for Dog Park

Attachments: Suggested Locations for Dog Park.doc

Hi Ann - I'm a home owner who lives about half a mile from the proposed
dog park at Astro Park. I believe there are several other, much better,
locations for the dog park. Please see the attached map where I've
indicated 3 other locations.
1) In the park across from Ahn's Burger along Grand Ave
2) Former Chevron station
3) Vacant Lot at MacArthur and Wesley
You've already heard all the arguments. The Astro Park location is just too
beautiful and well used to convert to a dog park.
Thanks for trying to resolve this issue.
Rachel
======
Greetings from Rachel B.
chezrachel@yahoo.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Julie Knoeller [julie.knoeller@gmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, December 31, 2011 10:55 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: support dog park

Dear City Planning Commission,
I am a new resident of Oakland and am very keen on the dog park project. This type of activity
is very important to my family’s quality of life and we really hope it comes to pass.
Happy New Year,
Julie Knoeller
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Quang Dang [quanghdang@gmail.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, November 15, 2011 11:49 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel, Nancy; At Large

Subject: Support for Astro Park Dogpark

Dear Ann, Pat, Nancy, and Rebecca:
I walked by the "Save Astro Park" folks last Saturday and was deeply troubled by their attempts
to confuse people about what is going on at Astro Park. I am an Oakland resident who has two
dogs who would love to see a dog park there. I think it would be great for everyone, especially
local dog owners who have so places to go, given OMC 6.04.080. There is plenty of room at this
park to have the proposed dog park and still have other activities. It will help make Oakland a
better place, with more opportunities for dog owners to exercise and socialize their dogs
properly. Please let me know about any public meetings about this dog park.
Thank you,
Quang H. Dang
209 Frisbie Street, Oakland
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Dale Risden [dalerisden@gmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, January 19, 2012 10:27 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Support for Dog Park in Grand Lake

Dear Planning Department,
While serving on the Joaquin Miller Park advisory board, I assisted from the local communities
input for the new Dog Park in Joaquin Miller Park.
I would like to share my experiences with the new Dog Park, and how beyond just dogs, the Dog
Park has had other impacts on Joaquin Miller Park, as well.
It has been a great spot for Oakland neighbors to meet. It has been outings for seniors with dogs.
A place for conversation. In Joaquin Miller Park the new dog areas have increased park usage.
Helped maintain a rather little used area of the park, and has brought interest in and usage of
other areas of the park by these new visitors.
To my surprise there has been little negative impact. Maintenance is done by visitors of the Park.
The communities experience has been a very positive one.
Thanks,
Dale Risden

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Susanna Gordon [spgordon@earthlink.net]
Monday, January 09, 2012 1:07 AM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Support for Grand Lake dog park

Oakland Planning Commission:
Please support construction of a dog park at Lake Merritt by Lakeshore. As a
neighborhood resident, I would love to be able to take my dog there to play, and would
likely buy food on Lakeshore before or following such visits. Right now, I have to
drive to a dog park farther afield -- Joaquin Miller, Frog Park in Rockridge, or the
Piedmont dog park on Linda. There is currently nothing available close to home.
I have two small children and have at times used the tot lot next to this location,
and I have always been surprised that the large grassy area next to it is so
underutilized. This area would be much better designated as an off-leash dog area.
Thank you
Susanna Gordon
1496 Trestle Glen Rd
Oakland

1

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Adriana Socorro [adrianasocorro@gmail.com]
Friday, January 06, 2012 1:53 PM
Clevenger, Ann
odogparks@comcast.net
Support for Lake Merritt dog park

Hi,
As a dog owner living in the Lake Merritt area I fully support the dog park that is
planned to be opened at the Lake. Since I don't own a car it is very hard to go to dog
parks because dogs are not allowed on public transportation or anywhere around the
Lake.
I believe this park will benefit all the community not just dog owners. We have to
believe in the consciousness of the people and that we will all work to keep the park
clean and in optimous condition.
Thank you for reading all these emails and listening to all dog owners who only want a
better life for their loved ones.
Adriana Socorro

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Lisa Haage [lhaage@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Sunday, April 08, 2012 11:51 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: support for lake merritt dog park

Hello-I just wanted to write a quick letter of support for a dog park at the Lake. I have lived in
Oakland for 25 years, but have found that since I got a dog and go to dog parks, that I
have gotten to know many more of my Oakland neighbors, and a very diverse cross
section of Oakland residents. I think that, in addition to getting many more folks out
and about which is obviously good for the city, it really presents a very unusual
opportunity for folks from all sorts of backgrounds to mingle and enjoy the out of doors
together.
In addition, I note that I have several children's parks in my immediate neighborhood,
and many city schools which I support financially with my tax dollars but do not use. I
am happy to do so, but think that we should also provide services in the city for people
who do not have children.
Many thanks for your concern.

Lisa Haage
5849 Colby Street
Oakland 94618
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Amy Reber [amy_reber@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Sunday, January 22, 2012 9:54 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Support for the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Hello Ms. Clevinger,
I've lived in the Adams Point neighborhood, next to the lake, for the last ten years. For eight of
those I was not a dog owner. For the last two I have owned my own dog. I would support the
new dog park whether or not I owned my own dog!
A dog park in the area is urgently needed because:
z

z

z

Dog owners need an area where it is legal to walk their dogs. The area around the lake is
technically off limits for dogs. Although they are tolerated there on leash.
We need an area where the thousands of dogs who live in the Lake Merritt area can
spend some time running off leash. I watched a woman let her dog run up and kill a
goose one day. She was allowing her dog to roam off leash in the bird sanctuary. I reported
the bird's death to the head naturalist at the bird sanctuary office. If there were a place
where this woman could have taken her dog off leash at the lake, her dog may not have
killed the bird.
As I'm sure you know, Lake Merritt was the first wildlife preserve in North America . We
need a separate area for dogs away from the Lake Merritt wildlife.

There is plenty of space for walkers, bikers, and runners around the lake, but there is no
sanctioned area for people to walk their dogs. And definitely no place for dogs to run off leash!
Btw -- I walked by Astro Park yesterday in the afternoon and there was not one person using the
huge expanse of grass that spans across the corner of the park near the children's playgound.
Thank you so much for considering the Lake Merritt dog park proposal. The area is GREATLY
needed!
Sincerely,
Amy Reber
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Amy Reber [amy_reber@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, February 20, 2012 8:33 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; vienv.truong@gmail.com; Blake.Huntsman@seiu1021.org; michael.colbruno@gmail.com;
mzmdesignworks@gmail.com; jaw1123@aol.com; Pattillo@pgadesign.com; Quan, Jean; Brunner, Jane; Kernighan, Pat; Nadel,
Nancy; Schaaf, Libby; De La Fuente, Ignacio; Brooks, Desley; Reid, Larry; Kaplan, Rebecca

Subject: Support for the Lake Merritt Dog Park

Good evening Oakland City Officials,
I am writing to add my support for the new dog park in the Lake Merritt area.
I've lived in the Adams Point neighborhood, next to the lake, for the last ten years. For eight of
those I was not a dog owner. For the last two I have owned my own dog. I would support the
new dog park whether or not I owned my own dog!
A dog park in the area is urgently needed because:
z

z

z

Dog owners need an area where it is legal to walk their dogs. The area around the lake is
technically off limits for dogs. Although they are tolerated there on leash.
We need an area where the thousands of dogs who live in the Lake Merritt area can
spend some time running off leash. I watched a woman let her dog run up and kill a
goose one day. She was allowing her dog to roam off leash in the bird sanctuary. I reported
the bird's death to the head naturalist at the bird sanctuary office. If there were a place
where this woman could have taken her dog off leash at the lake, her dog may not have
killed the bird.
As I'm sure you know, Lake Merritt was the first wildlife preserve in North America . We
need a separate area for dogs away from the Lake Merritt wildlife.

There is plenty of space for walkers, bikers, and runners around the lake, but there is no
sanctioned area for people to walk their dogs. And definitely no place for dogs to run off leash!
Thank you so much for considering adding your support to the Lake Merritt dog park proposal.
The area is GREATLY needed!
Sincerely,
Amy Reber

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harley Siskin [hjsiskin@me.com]
Saturday, December 31, 2011 2:51 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Support the dog park

As a senior citizen, I would welcome a dog park near my residence. Right now, I must
drive to Alameda, which is tiring. An unfortunate outcome is that I end up doing all
my errands there, depriving the small businesses at the Lake of my patronage. Since I
see hardly more than a handful of people in the disputed field, I feel a dog park
would be a better use of space and would do more to foster community.
Sent from my iPhone

1

Page 1 of 1

McElroy, Darryl
From:

Mark Popple [markpopple@gmail.com]

Sent:

Wednesday, March 14, 2012 9:36 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: The proposed dog park at Astro Park.

To the Commissioners.
Please DENY the permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area.
I am totally opposed to this for many reasons. This is currently an open space for everyone to
use. Many football players use this area. It is just big enough for two simultaneous games at
present; if any part of it is fenced off that capability will be gone and there are very few places
where people can play.
It is used as a playing field for the special school just up the hill from there. Last year they had a
special needs games day there and they will be devastated at the loss of this facility.
Are we seriously proposing to spend money on a dog park when we cant keep libraries open? I
know that this is supposed to be privately funded and not cost the city but I cannot see how that
is possible.Even assuming no city funds are used to build the park, and it is maintained by
volunteers ( both assumptions that I would dispute) the city will still be on the hook for
maintaining the dog mess bins and having them emptied. Will the proponents pay for this
service?
Whilst we are on the subject of mess, is it wise to have that much dog mess right next to a
children's playground? It will hardly be very pleasant for young children and their carers to be
subjected to that stench. Having visited some of the many other dog parks in the area I am NOT
impressed by the standard of maintenance, the smell, or the look of them. The proponents hold
up the Ohlone dog park in Berkeley as a fine example of a dog run. When I visited there was unpicked up dog muck in numerous places and on the fence was a sign that said " please stop the
incessant barking of your dogs" that the residents of the area had posted in obvious disgust and
distress. Or will this one go the route of the Alameda dog park in which there are white plastic
lawn chairs scattered around the dog urine stunted shrubbery and scraggy grass.
But perhaps the biggest reason for keeping the park as it is, is the fact that it is the entrance to the
city's jewel, Lake Merritt. Nearly everyone who comes to the lake passes this corner. Why
should we spoil the open space, that is enjoyed by everyone, to fence it off for a few people with
dogs. I thought Oakland was supposed to be against special interests and favouring the few.
Please leave our park alone.
Mark Popple.
Oakland resident. Cleveland Heights.
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McElroy, Darryl
From: Rachel Gregg [rachel@inman.com]
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2012 1:49 PM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com; Kaplan, Rebecca; Nadel, Nancy

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
For more than two years I have lived on Grand Avenue across the street from Astro
Park. My third story apartment allows me to observe the daily (and nightly) goings on
of the park and & the park has been nothing short of inspirational.
Please deny the conditional use permit that would fence off a significant portion of
green space to create a dog park. Simply put, a transition of Astro Park's green space
into a dog park would be a misguided, egregious waste of taxpayer dollars.
The money should be put towards maintenance of the park, AS IT IS. Additionally,
those dollars could be used to maintain the heavily used but shoddily maintained
nearby Splash Pad Park.
Astro Park is used day-in and day-out by countless Oaklanders. Nearby parking is at
capacity. Astro Park is thriving, AS IT IS. Please, reserve taxpayer dollars for
maintenance of the current park system or locate the dog park in a park that is in
need of revitalization.
Astro Park is a dynamic and thriving park that attracts a broad spectrum of our
population - lets keep it that way.
Rachel Gregg
626 Grand Avenue Apt 4
Oakland, CA 94610
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McElroy, Darryl
From: kathleen gillis [kathleengillis@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2012 11:05 AM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Dear Planning Commissioner, Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced
off-leasch dog area in our neighborhood park. It is a totally inapropritate place to have a dog park.
I truely hope that you have the far-sight to see this.
Thank you,
kate gillis
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McElroy, Darryl
From: Evelyn Williamson [may.williamson@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, March 10, 2012 3:47 PM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Dear Commissioners,
I am writing to ask that you please deny the conditional use permit that would transform Astro
Park into a dog park. I grew up in Oakland I I think it would be a huge mistake to turn that area
into a dog park for many reasons.
It is a space constantly used by the public in a variety of ways; pick up soccer games, volleyball,
and kids playing ball with their parents are just a few. People do not talk about it much, but it is
evident through observation that the area functions as a center of the community. Also, from
a aesthetic stand point, it would be an eye sore. Dog parks inevitably become dirt patches that are
always a little smelly. That location is basically the gateway to Lake Merritt from the Lakeshore
business strip, a big fenced in lot wouldn't provide the warmest welcome.
It seems to me that there are other areas around the lake that could serve the needs of local dog
owners without taking away such a loved feature of the neighborhood.
Thank You for Your Consideration
Evelyn Williamson
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McElroy, Darryl
From: stan lee [islandboystan@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:53 AM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

I am voicing my concern that you NOT put a dog park at Astro Park. I believe that a dog park at
that location is not the best use since there are many others who use it for picnics, volleyball or
other games. I also think that its too close to the children's playlot. Why can't the city consider a
area behind Fairyland? I believe it would be less intrusive. Please save Astro Park from going to
the dogs!! Thank you, Stan Lee
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McElroy, Darryl
From: Dennis Federinko [dfederinko@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2011 9:40 AM

Dear Council Member:

I love dogs but I urge you not to build a dog park here. I'm concerned that a dog run would
introduce unpleasant odors into a highly public area. What's more, a large concentration of
canines in one space could pose a safety threat to toddlers and small children at the playground.
And parking is already difficult in my neighborhood.

Let's preserve this precious resource of open space.

Sincerely,
Dennis Federinko
538 Glen View Avenue
Oakland, CA 94610

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Taylor Brady [taylor@taylorbrady.org]
Thursday, October 13, 2011 1:54 PM
Clevenger, Ann
saveastropark@gmail.com

Dear Ann Clevenger,
I am writing today to share my strong opposition to any plan that would seek to turn
Astro Park into an enclosed, off-leash dog park.
As an Oakland resident, and member of a family with both a dog and a small child, I
have several reasons for this opposition:
1) I disapprove of enclosing a public space that is used for a variety of purposes by
a diverse range of Oakland residents and converting it to a single-use space. The
implication that dog owners have some sort of privileged claim on public space that
trumps the claims of pick-up soccer teams, parents with small children, runners and
exercisers, and community members simply enjoying a bit of accessible green space, is
profoundly imbalanced and undemocratic.
2) The location of Astro Park at a "crossroads" in terms of Oakland neighborhoods has
ensured that the broad range of mixed uses noted above has served a purpose of civic
integration and sharing of space across lines of race and class, at a time when
society at large and Oakland in particular seem to be rapidly re-segregating.
3) The collateral effect of the park's location adjacent to the Saturday farmer's
market is that a number of families who might not otherwise consume significant
portions of fresh, locally grown food are now doing so because of the time they spend
in proximity to the market with their children. The impact of this on both regional
economies and neighborhood health is hard to quantify, but at a time when childhood
obesity and diabetes are at epidemic levels, and several major Oakland neighborhoods
have earned the unwelcome designation of "food deserts," even a potential correlation
between the park's location and healthy food purchase habits is worth preserving.
4) Oakland and surrounding parts of Alameda County boast a number of spectacular dogfriendly trails that are a healthier, safer means to ensure adequate off-leash time.
Having seen the proliferation of enclosed off-leash dog parks during my time as a
resident of San Francisco, I can say that these civic amenities tend to encourage the
worst habits of dog owners, promoting unsupervised and unstructured time spent by
large concentrations of dogs in a limited space. This tends to lead to large numbers
of fights, bite wounds and other injuries, and paradoxically to under-exercised dogs,
since owners tend to be less engaged in promoting active exercise once they have the
illusion that the off-leash space is doing the work for them.
Reliance on these "dog-only" spaces also tends to exacerbate problems of dogs that are
under-socialized with humans and especially with children.
5) Simply from an aesthetic standpoint, the idea of turning an unfenced green space
into a fenced, wood-chipped lot makes no sense.
Astro Park works as it is currently designed and used. How many institutions and
spaces in Oakland can we say that about right now? I strongly encourage you to support
its retention as a community green space accessible to a broad range of uses, rather
than its enclosure for the benefit of a narrow segment of the community.
Best regards,
Taylor Brady
2907 Georgia Street
Oakland, CA 94602
1
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McElroy, Darryl
From: stephenparente@comcast.net
Sent: Saturday, March 24, 2012 6:10 PM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

To the Attention of the Commissioners of the Planning Commission,
Dear Commissioners, my wife and I are writing to urge you to DENY the conditional use
permit for the fenced off leash dog area
in our beautiful and much used and appreciated park at Lake Merritt! It's a mystery to us
that the moneys being spent to improve
access and open space at the Lake should be closed off and encumbered by a 28.000
SQ, FT dog park.!
Thank you for your consideration of this matter, and please DENY the petition for a dog
park at Astro Park!!
Sincerly,
Stephen and Margaret Parente
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McElroy, Darryl
From: Penny Jane T. Aporillo [dynastyluv_95@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2012 9:05 AM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Hello,
PLEASE, do not turn part of Astro Park into a dog park. I have taken my son and his friends to
this park many times because it is a great place for my son and his friends to play and especailly
all the grassy space for kid's and adults to enjoy alike. I'm sure that there are other parks in
Oakland and much bigger where you can place a dog park, but not Astro. Hopefully, you will
take my thoughts into consideration and SAVE ASTRO for people and not dogs.
Penny Jane T. Aporillo
dynastyluv_95@yahoo.com
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McElroy, Darryl
From: jere martin [jpmartin59@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 10:59 AM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

While riding BART from the Coliseum yesterday, I rode through the industrial wasteland of
Oakland. I thought what a nice place this would be for a dog park--plenty of space, parking, no
residents, enclosed large lots. Best of all, no prime parkland converted to a noisy, dirty activity
which will affect unfavorably children, bus riders who use the busy two stops, soccer players,
library users et al.
There is no reason why this nuisance should be foisted upon people who love and use Splash Pad
daily. Let's find another place. Really, the dogs won't mind at all.
Jere Martin
Dimond District
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McElroy, Darryl
From: Helen Lee [hlee33@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, April 09, 2012 3:12 PM
To:

Clevenger, Ann

Dear Commissioners,
I am a new homeowner in the Grand Lake district and live right across the neighborhood Astro Park. I
love the neighborhood and am extremely upset about the poposed conditional use permit application for
a dog area. I commute from Oakland to San Francisco and take the local transit bus and on my commute
back home, I stop by the Astro park several times a week to sit on the grass after a long work day to
reflect. The splash of green in the middle fo our neighborhood is uplifting for the mind and body as I aslo
play frisbee and volleyball during the weekend.
Please DENY the conditional use permit application for the fenced off-leash dog area in our neighborhood
park.
Very best,
Helen Lee
Oakland, CA
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

jathro1923@comcast.net

Sent:

Saturday, October 22, 2011 1:50 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Unwise use of park space
Ms. Clevenger,
I live at 641 Kenwyn Rd. - in the Haddon Hill area - and have lived in the neighborhood for well over 30
years.
I am writing to implore you not to approve the proposal to create a dog park at what is currently the Astro
Park green space adjacent to MacArthur bordered by Grand Ave and Lakeshore. It is a highly valued
green space that serves my neighborhood as well as all residents in the Lakeshore/Grand Lake
neighborhoods. It is used regularly by citizens and it would be a shame to lose it to satisfy a relatively
small number who think their dogs rights to "run free" trumps the rights of the rest of neighborhood have
an open space for any number of purposes. That is a prime spot that should be for all of the citizens.
Please have the courage to vote no on the proposal to appropriate one of the nicest most open green
spaces in our neighborhood for purposes that serve only a relative few.
Thank you,
Jay Rowley
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

meshellysnow@gmail.com on behalf of Michelle Dong [dong.michelle.r@gmail.com]

Sent:

Friday, February 03, 2012 10:09 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: Up Vote for the Dog Park

Dear Ms. Clevenger,
I'm an Oakland native with three dogs, and I live about six blocks from the proposed dog park
site. I don't have a car, and would love to have every day access to a park within walking
distance where I could take my four-legged companions, get them some exercise and
socialization, and for myself, meet two-leggers of the canine persuasion.
The proposed park is not even half of the current lawn, leaving enough room for a pick up game
of soccer or a round of baseball, and there is so much green space all around the lake where
people can have picnics and exercise. Can we please have even a small fenced area where all the
local residents (especially apartment-dwellers) can take their dogs to play off-leash and safely?
I am one of the volunteers that have committed to keeping the area clean. I also attend the
monthly Lake Merritt clean-ups, almost entirely powered by volunteers, which have done a
fantastic job of keeping the acres of lake park clean and trimmed.
I really hope you make a positive recommendation on this proposal. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Michelle Dong
574 Athol Avenue
Oakland, CA 94606
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

cody eriks [codyeriks@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Thursday, March 22, 2012 9:50 AM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

saveastropark@gmail.com

Subject: Vote No on the Lake (Astro) Park Dog Proposal
Dear Commissioners,
Please vote to DENY the proposed dog area for Lake (Astro) Park. Without a doubt, it is the worst
possible idea that could have been proposed for this wonderfully beautiful location. An off-leash, fencedin dog area will reverse the great strides the city has made and invested millions of dollars into to
improve the lake area. These improvements were designed to and have been successful in encouraging
commerce and has created an area that is both inviting and a desired location for a great many
wonderful uses. This dog proposal is a black-eye on an otherwise great lake area concept.
I have recently become aware of the history of how this dog area proposal came to where it is today.
What a tragic process of secrecy and mis-information this project has engaged in to further a very shortsighted agenda. To be sure, trancparency was NOT part of how this proposal developed.
This park provides recreation to a great many organizations and individuals alike, yet until
recently, there has been no outreach to identify exactly who the organizations are, how they utilize or
benefit from the park or what multiple unprogrammed uses the park provides for everyone on a daily
basis. This is a horrible omission of information that really should have been identiied at the beginning of
this whole ordeal. It was not and I must ask why?
Beyond the many reasons to keep the park as is and utilized as a great resourse by a great and diverse
population, blight is yet another strong arguement against a dog area here. Blight is what
will result because there are no sustainable provisions or budget for maintenance or care contained
within this ill-concieved dog area proposal. Yes, it does say volunteers will be responsible for maintaining
the area but, in truth, depending on volunteers to maintain this area of vines, feces and urine
smells, year after year, and next to a childrens play area too, is irresponsible.
Please deny the off-leash, fenced-in dog area at Lake Park; it erally is a bad idea for this park.
Thank you,
Cody
Adams Point
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

D Mathews [driatiana@gmail.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 16, 2012 2:14 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann; odogparks@comcast.net

Subject: We need a Dog Park in Oakland

Hello,
I grew up in Oakland over on Brooklyn Ave next to Lake Merrit. And I would love to have a dog
park nearby.

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Juliana Henry Garcia [spideyjules@hotmail.com]
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 4:57 PM
Clevenger, Ann
we need a dog park

I just moved to Oakland and I would like to be able to take my dogs to lake Merritt.
There is no place for recreation near my home so i depend on lake merritt. Thank you,
juliana Henry garcia
6035 majestic ave Oakland ca

Sent from my iPhone

1
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

john maloney [jmmaloney@hotmail.com]

Sent:

Saturday, February 11, 2012 2:16 PM

Cc:

LakeshoreHomes LakeshoreHomes

Subject: We really don't need a dog park at the Astro Park location
Dear community representative:
Please stop this silliness about putting a dog park in Astro Park.
Astro Park is barely big enough to accomodate a pick-up soccer game, much less a permanent dog park
with all its attendant sanitation, hazard, and maintenance issues. With all the demands on our beleagured
City budget, building a dog park seems to be another frill we can't afford.
Let's get our police force, libraries and schools fully staffed. Then maybe we can consider another
location for a dog park if we really have no better way to expend our resources.
John Maloney
1085 Brookwood Road
Oakland, CA 94610-2507
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

sutta@earthlink.net

Sent:

Wednesday, January 04, 2012 1:20 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Cc:

odogparks@comcast.net; Marvin Ishai

Subject: We support the dog park near Lake Merritt

Dear Ann,
We live on Lakeshore, have a dog and are ardent supporters of the dog park near
the library. We were at the meeting of the Park and Rec Commission and were
appalled at how the opposition to this Dog Park manipulated the meeting and
presented incorrect and distorted information that was accepted as true by the
Commission.
We sincerely hope that this won't happen at the upcoming meeting of the Planning
Commission.
Thanks for listening.
Laura Sutta and Marvin Ishai
Laura Sutta, "The Lake Merritt Photographer"
www.laurasutta.com
510-444-3820

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ann Noriega [anorie@sbcglobal.net]
Sunday, January 15, 2012 6:08 AM
Clevenger, Ann
We want a dog park

We need a dog park at Lake Merritt good way to get community together.
space at lake for everyone including dog family's Sent from my iPhone
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McElroy, Darryl
From:

Travis Leyva [eastbay.cowboys@yahoo.com]

Sent:

Monday, January 16, 2012 3:48 PM

To:

Clevenger, Ann

Subject: We want a dog park

To whom it may concern,
I heard there is an attempt being put forth to open a dog park in the northeast end of Lake Merritt
park. I live in Oakland, the Laurel
District, and have a dog. I frequent many of the shops and restaurants in the Lakeshore district.
We currently have to drive down to Alameda now, to take our dog to a dog park, and as a result,
since we are already down there, we do a lot of our shopping in Alameda. It would be so much
easier and closer to go to the Lakeshore area for both shopping, and to take our dog to the dog
park.
I know there are many more that feel the same way, and would LOVE to have a small portion of
the vast Lake Merritt park, devoted for a fenced dog park. I say "fenced" because if y'all are
worried about children mixing, or getting injured by a dog... a fenced park would obliterate that
fear, no?
Just wanted to let it be voiced by two of your city's residents.
Travis Leyva
Bruce Wilkinson
3724 38th. Ave.
Oakland Ca 94619

McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerome & Connie Lenoir [jvcelenoir@gmail.com]
Friday, March 09, 2012 9:57 AM
Clevenger, Ann
Yes on Dog Park!!

Hello Ann, I understand that you folks will be putting the final approval on the new
dog park, and I can't tell you how excited all the neighborhood is to have a dog park!
Everyone that I have spoken to have been 100 percent behind the dog park idea at
McCarthur and Lakeshore, and it will add one more jewel to the Lake Merrit area, I
know that there is a very small group of people that are against any change, but they
are a small, but vocal,minority. As you know, the area of forthe dog park is never
used, so it will be great to have it there. I have lived in Oakland for 25 years as a
homeowner, and it is way overdue for a dog park here. Many thanks, and hopefully I
will see you at the new dog park! Jerome Lenoir
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McElroy, Darryl
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ruby Kane [rubykane@gmail.com]
Wednesday, April 04, 2012 12:28 PM
Clevenger, Ann
Yes to Lake Merritt Lakeview dog park

For a year I lived in the Lakeshore section of Oakland, and there is no place within
walking distance to run your dog. This means:
- Dogs have nowhere to poop except a neighbor's lawn. Even when you pick it up, that
doesn't make them happy.
- Dogs get less exercise, which makes them worse-behaved dogs.
- Some dog owners don't abide the city park rules and bring their dogs where they are
not allowed.
- This highly populated area, which has a high number of elderly people and a huge
saturation of dog owners is not well-served by the city parks.
- People take their dogs to other cities and spend their shopping and dog licensing
fees there instead of in Oakland.
Further, the people opposing this park have been viciously attacking dog owners who
want the park for months and months over this issue, claiming that the 10-year plus
process wasn't adequate time for their review. When they tried to find another place
for the park to go, they realized the same thing that the park proponents have been
saying for years--there's nowhere else! I moved from Seattle to Oakland in part
because of governmental gridlock that undermined our safety and well-being in the
city. No more review--it's been long enough for the bullies to have their say. (No
offense to bulldogs.)
Thanks for listening.
Ruby
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