CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, May 24, 2010
San Antonio Community Development Corporation

Welcome. The Commission was welcomed by Donald Davenport, Executive Director of the San
Antonio Community Development Corporation.

Creative Prologue. Artist Rene Yung made a presentation on her community storytelling project
called “Our Oakland — Eastside Stories” for the East Oakland Community Branch Library.

Call to Order / Determination of Quorum: A special meeting of the Cultural Affairs Commission

(CAC) was held at the San Antonio Community Development Corporation, 2228 E. 15th Street,

Oakland, CA 94606. The meeting convened at 6:30 p.m. with a quorum. Matais Pouncil was Acting

Chair.

Present: Jacinda Abcarian, Jacqueline Boggan, Eric Farber, Stephanie Geter, Sean Kennedy, Ise
Lyfe, Matais Pouncil, Damon Powell, Brian Vejby, Lori Zook

Absent:  Chris De Benedetti

Excused: Joyce Gordon, Terry Hill, Tatiana Larkin

Staff: Steven Huss, Cultural Arts Manager and Department Liaison to the CAC; Kathy Littles,
Cultural Funding Coordinator; Kristen Zaremba, Assistant Public Art Coordinator

Public: Donald Davenport, Michael Fried, Shawn Lovell, Deborah Lozier, Rene Yung

Open Forum: No public comment.

Action Item: Approve Minutes of April 26, 2010 Regular Meeting. Commissioner Vejby moved
to accept the minutes. Commissioner Powell seconded. All in favor, Commissioner Zook
abstaining. Motion carried.

Informational Report: Oakland Cultural Trust Meeting, May 18, 2010. Guest Michael Fried
reported on the most recent meeting of the Oakland Cultural Trust. He stated that the organization
continues to take the high road in leading the charge to save arts and culture in Oakland, adding that
OCT’s priorities include development of a major, centralized arts facility in Oakland and
collaboration with the Cultural Affairs Commission and other stakeholders to develop a citywide
cultural plan.

Funding Advisory Committee/Cultural Funding Program Report. K. Littles reported that the
FAC is scheduled to meet in June to allocate funds for next year’s grants, based on panel
recommendations. The FAC must also address a possible shift in the funding calendar.

A. Action Item: Approve FAC Recommendation to Appoint Suki O’Kane and Ted Russell to
Three-year Terms on the FAC. The commission reviewed the qualifications of Ms. O’Kane and
Mr. Russell. They have been nominated to fill two vacant seats on the Funding Advisory
Committee. Commission Zook moved to accept the recommendation. Commissioner Vejby
seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.

Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC)/Public Art Program Report. S. Huss summarized the

PAAC meeting of May 3, 2010. Guest Deborah Lozier provided an orientation to the membership,

the structure and the role of the PAAC. She explained that any artwork to be placed on public

property, including proposed gifts to the City, must go through the PAAC’s review process; the

Committee also sometimes mediates arts-related disputes in the public realm.

A. Action Item: Approve PAAC Recommendation to Award Measure DD Entrance Gates for
the Gardens at Lake Merritt Public Art Commission to Artist Shawn Lovell (Oakland). Ms.
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Lovell made a presentation on being a blacksmith and welder, working from her shop in West
Oakland, and screened images of her process and her past work. Commissioner Zook moved to
approve the recommendation to award the commission to create new artwork entrance
gates for the Gardens at Lake Merritt to Shawn Lovell in the amount of $86,000.
Commissioner Powell seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.

. Action Item: Approve PAAC Recommendation of Nominees Kevin Chen, Nick Dong and

Celeste Howell to Fill Upcoming PAAC Vacancies. The Commission reviewed the
qualifications of Mr. Chen, Mr. Dong and Ms. Howell. They have been nominated to fill two
current vacancies and one upcoming vacancy on the Public Art Advisory Committee.
Commission Powell moved to accept the recommendation. Commissioner Farber seconded.
All in favor. Motion carried.

9. Discussion Item: Consideration of Various Host Sites for Future District Meetings of

10.

Commission. The June 28, 2010 meeting of the Commission will be held in City Hall Council
Chambers. Commissioner Farber proposed meeting at the Joaquin Miller Community Center, District
4, in July. Commissioner Zook strongly recommended meeting in Council Chambers when the
Cultural Funding grant recommendations are reviewed, so that it is covered by KTOP-TV.
Commissioner Powell suggested the possibility of meeting in the Malonga Casquelourd Center for
the Arts in District 3 in September.

Agenda Building. Approval of minutes and Cultural Funding Program grant recommendations will
be on the next regular meeting agenda.

11. Announcements.

A. Commissioner Lyfe recently sold out three nights at the Fox Theater with his one-person show.
B. Commissioner Zook announced that she is resigning after four years on the Commission. She will

continue as liaison to the FAC for that Committee’s retreat, and will be available on an ongoing
basis to assist staff. She stated that she hoped the Mayor would fill her seat with a youth
representative. She was thanked and praised for all her work to advance the mission of the CAC
and Cultural Arts programs.

. Commissioner Kennedy announced that a link to his website “Good News in Oakland” has been

added to the Cultural Arts website.

12. Adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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