Cultural Arts Programs

CITY I OF
OAKLAND Cultural Arts & Marketing Division
TO: Cultural Affairs Commission

ATTN:  Lori Zook, Acting Chair
FROM:  Steven Huss, Acting Cultural Arts Programs Coordinator
DATE: May 19, 2008

RE: Public Art Advisory Committee Recommendation to Award Contract to Laurel True to
Design, Fabricate and Install Public Art for Fire Station 18 in the Amount of $115,000

SUMMARY

The Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) recommends that the Cultural Affairs Commission
(CAC) approve the recommendation of Laurel True (Oakland, CA) as the artist to receive a contract
not to exceed $115,000 to design, fabricate and install public artwork for the Fire Station 18 Public
Art Project. The PAAC further recommends Cork Marcheschi (San Francisco) as the alternate for
the project, should Laurel True be unable to accept or to carry out the artwork project commission.

SELECTION PROCESS

Artists residing and working in the Bay Area were eligible to submit their qualifications for the
opportunity to design, fabricate and install a new public artwork for Fire Station 18, located at
Bancroft and 50" streets in East Oakland.

The City received a total of 53 applications to the project. Staff reviewed all applications and
forwarded the 46 eligible applications to the selection panel. The panel met to review applications
on March 21, 2008 in Hearing Room 4 of Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank Ogawa Plaza. Criteria for the
selection of artists are found in the Fire Station 18 Public Art Project Request for Qualifications
(RFQ). The panel selected the following finalists to be interviewed prior to making a final
recommendation:

1) Gordon Huether (Napa)

2) Cork Marcheschi (San Francisco)

3) Johanna Poethig (Oakland)

4) Michael Sturtz / The Crucible (Oakland)
5) Laurel True (Oakland)

Prior to being interviewed, the finalists attended a site visit and orientation meeting in order to
become familiar with aspects of the project site. The selection panel met again on April 28, 2008 in
Classroom 2, Citywide Training Offices, 150 Frank Ogawa Plaza, to interview the five finalists and
reached the above recommendation. The panel’s recommendation was unanimously approved by
the PAAC at its meeting on May 5, 2008.
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FISCAL IMPACT

The Fire Station 18 Public Art Project is funded through City of Oakland Redevelopment Agency
percent for art funds (per Resolution No. 8§9-8 C.M.S.). Once approved by the Cultural Affairs
Commission and City Council, the selected artist, Laurel True, will be contracted for design
development, fabrication and installation of the final artwork in an amount not to exceed one

hundred fifteen thousand dollars ($115,000).

BACKGROUND

The original Fire Station 18, built in 1924, is being replaced on the existing site to meet OSHA
requirements and accommodate modern emergency response equipment. The station, which
includes two trucks and one ladder truck, operated by three rotating crews, resides on the border of
and serves a broad constituency in Council Districts 4, 5 and 6.

With the replacement of Station 18, the Oakland Fire Department strives to create a new community
icon for this East Oakland neighborhood, originally established as the village of Melrose before
annexation by the City of Oakland in 1909. The neighborhood experienced substantial growth with
the influx of factory workers in the 1920s. While the architecture of the community reflects these
industrial roots, the history of the main thoroughfare is rooted in its past as a commercial district
with a pedestrian presence and inviting buildings accented by store canopies. The site is also in
close proximity to the Melrose Branch Library, a Carnegie-designed building of distinction,
multiple schools and the EGYPT Theater. The architectural design goals for the new station are to
(1) create a new architectural community anchor and (2) provide an accessible and welcoming street
presence for the surrounding residents and station visitors. In addition, the building will be designed
and fabricated to meet the City of Oakland’s Green Building Ordinance and LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) Silver Certification building requirements. The public art
created for this important new station will contribute to the identification of this model municipal
facility as a community beacon, helping to draw together the disparate residential and commercial
architectural styles.

The preferred opportunities for public art are surface treatments to the exterior fagades along 50™
and Bancroft, including the public building entrance to be located on Bancroft. Such treatments
might include the design of images and/or text incorporated into metal, stone, or other permanent,
durable materials to be applied or affixed to the fagade; lighting, glass or recycled materials and
concepts supporting the City’s Green Building Ordinance may also be considered. Extensions of
surface treatments or installations into the community meeting room space adjacent to the building
entrance may also be considered.

The artist will consult and collaborate closely with project design team members and project
managers from the Public Art Program, Community and Economic Development, Public Works and
Redevelopment Agencies, Oakland Fire Department staff, and the surrounding community to
develop integrated artwork that equally engages OFD Station crews, visitors and community
members.
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PROCESS REVIEW

For the Fire Station 18 Public Art Project, the Public Art Program released a Request for
Qualifications seeking a qualified artist or artist-team. The selection panel met in a two-phase
process. The first phase included selection of five finalists from the eligible pool of 46 applicants
and the second phase included interviews with the five finalists and a commission recommendation.

Voting members of the selection panel were local arts professionals/community representatives
Mark Brest van Kempen, Amana Johnson and Lisa Ruhland, and Oakland Fire Department
Representatives Nina Morris and Diane Schnapp. Chairing the meeting (a non-voting role) was
PAAC member Jennifer Easton. The other non-voting advisors to the panel were project architect
Manan Shah of Shah Kawasaki Architects and Public Art Program staffer Kristen Zaremba.

RECOMMENDATIONS

PAAC recommends that the CAC approve this recommendation of Laurel True (Oakland, CA) as
the artist to receive a contract not to exceed $115,000 to design, fabricate and install public artwork
for the Fire Station 18 Public Art Project. The panel further recommends Cork Marcheschi (San
Francisco) as the alternate for the project.

Respectfully submitted,

Steven Huss
Acting Cultural Arts Programs Coordinator
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