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CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Monday, May 19, 2008, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m.
Location: Oakland City Council Chambers, Oakland City Hall, 3" floor, 1 Frank Ogawa Plaza

Minutes

Welcome: Acting Chair Lori Zook.

Creative Prologue. Acting chair Zook introduced Susannah Wood, executive director of Opera Piccola.
Ms. Wood introduced five theater students from Oakland Tech and other high schools who participated
in Opera Piccola’s Artgate Program. The students then presented a ‘“Performance Poetry” piece they had
written. Ms. Wood announced that Opera Piccola will celebrate its 20™ anniversary in the next fiscal
year.

Call to Order / Determination of Quorum. Acting chair Zook called the meeting to order at 5:42 p.m.
without a quorum.

Present: Jacqueline Boggan, Stephen Goldstine, Nicole Neditch, Brian Vejby, Lori Zook. Absent:
Marcel Diallo, Joyce Gordon, Uday Joshi, Jonathan Owens, Devin Satterfield.

Open Forum: One speaker, Sanjiv Handa.

Action Item — Approval of Minutes of April 28, 2008 Regular Meeting. This item was postponed
until the next regular meeting due to lack of quorum.

Action Item — Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) Recommendation to Award
Contract to Artist Laurel True To Design, Fabricate and Install Public Artwork for the
Fire Station 18 Public Art Project in An Amount Not to Exceed $115,000. This item became
informational due to lack of quorum and will go directly to the City Council as a recommendation from
the Public Art Advisory Committee. Assistant public art program coordinator Kristen Zaremba reported
that the Fire Station 18 selection panel reviewed 46 eligible applicants, narrowed them down to five
finalists and recommended Oakland ceramic artist Laurel True to receive the project commission, with
San Francisco artist Cork Marcheschi as the alternate. Ms. True plans to create a tactile ceramic artwork
on the building front on Bancroft Avenue, possibly continuing around the corner onto the 50" street side,
that engages the public on the street level. She plans to use the symbolism of a family tree/tree of life to
represent the firefighter “family” and its role within the community. The final design will be developed
over the next six months and the artwork completed within 12 to 16 months.

Informational Report: Oakland Partnership Arts & Marketing Cluster Activities. Cultural Arts &
Marketing Division manager Samee Roberts announced a June 26 event from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Oakland
Museum, for the Oakland arts community. At the event the results of a recent survey of arts community
needs will be presented and a potential marketing campaign for all Oakland arts will be unveiled.

“Art Saves Lives,” Qakland Youth Arts Festival Report. This item was postponed to the next regular
meeting due to Commissioner Uday Joshi’s absence.

Informational Report: Oakland Art Gallery. Commissioner and OAG co-director Nicole Neditch
announced the current show “Bestiaries” curated by Anna Vaughan, a solo show by Keba Konte opening
August 8 and the current open call for a muralist opportunity at the 2008 Art & Soul festival.

10) Informational Report: Public Art Advisory Committee. Cultural Arts Programs Coordinator Steven

Huss reported that at its May 5 meeting the PAAC approved the recommendation of Laurel True for the
Fire Station 18 project commission, forwarding it to the Cultural Affairs Commission for approval, and
planned an all-day annual retreat for July 28, 2008.

11) Agenda Building. Commissioners discussed possible locations within District 7 for the special meeting

on June 23.
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12) Announcements.
1. L. Zook announced the San Francisco Bay Area Arts Town Hall meeting to be held June 9 from

12:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.

ii.  S. Huss announced the completion and upcoming dedications of two major capital projects
incorporating public art and invited Commissioners and the public to attend. The dedication of
66" Avenue Gateway Park at Martin Luther King Jr. Regional Shoreline will take place on May 28
beginning at 10:30 a.m. The Studio One Arts Center reopening event will be held May 31 from 1

to 5 p.m.

13) Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m.
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