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Cultural Affairs Commission
Lori Zook
Public Art Advisory Committee
July 27, 2009

Re:

RECOMMENDATION TO APPOINT JOYCE HSU TO THE CULTURAL
AFFAIRS COMMISSION’S PUBLIC ART ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SUMMARY
On July 6, 2009 the Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) voted to recommend to the Cultural
Affairs Commission the appointment of artist / architect Joyce Hsu to a threeyear term. Staff
recommends that the term commence on February 1, 2010 and expire on January 30, 2013.
The PAAC is a ninemember standing advisory committee of the Cultural Affairs Commission.
The PAAC and its duties were established by the City’s 1989 Percent for Art Ordinance (No.
11086 C.M.S.), which defines the PAAC as “a professionally qualified citizen committee
recommended by the Oakland Arts Council [later renamed the Cultural Affairs Commission] and
approved by City Council to oversee quality control of the public art program, its projects, and to
recommend to the Cultural Arts Division the sites, scope of project, artworks and artists for the
public art projects.”
FISCAL IMPACT
Acceptance of this recommendation will not result in any new expenditure of City funds. The
PAAC is a volunteer advisory body and there is no financial appropriation for this committee.
Expenses for the administration of the committee, such as agenda mailings, preparation of
meeting materials and staff time, are incorporated within the operating costs of the Cultural Arts
& Marketing Division.
BACKGROUND
To fill vacancies on the PAAC, staff and the committee’s membership subcommittee identifies
and contacts potential candidates on an asneeded basis. The subcommittee considers
membership criteria including cultural, ethnic, and gender diversity, relevant professional
background and experience, and dedication and commitment to the goals of the Public Art
Program.
Beginning in spring 2009, the PAAC considered the names of numerous potential nominees to
replace committee members who will be terming out of the Committee on January 30, 2010. On
July 6, 2009, the committee reviewed the nomination of artist Joyce Hsu, a practicing public
artist, trained architect and designer, whose range of expertise would complement the skills of
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the other committee members. The PAAC unanimously approved the recommendation to
forward the name of Ms. Hsu to the Cultural Affairs Commission and City Council for approval.
Joyce Hsu has over 10 years of experience as a practicing artist, designer, art instructor and
sculpture technician in the Bay Area. She holds a Master of Architecture from California College
of the Arts and a Master of Fine Arts (Sculpture) from the San Francisco Art Institute. Her
noteworthy completed public art commissions include work for the Walnut Creek Library
(2009), the San Francisco International Airport (2008), and the Olympic Art Competition (Hong
Kong Representative, 2004). Ms. Hsu’s experience as a practicing public artist, as well as her
architectural training, will add considerably to the expertise on the PAAC regarding the
visioning, commissioning and realization of municipal public art projects. Ms. Hsu is an
Oakland resident. For more information on this candidate, please see the attached resume.
KEY ISSUES AND IMPACTS
In order to accomplish its tasks and fulfill its responsibilities, the PAAC must have a full slate of
members. The terms of PAAC members Ernest Jolly, Rick Moss and Cherie Newell will expire
in January 2010, creating three vacancies. The implementation of a public art program benefits
from an advisory body that is knowledgeable about public art, art administration, aesthetics and
regional and community issues. The nominee will bring aesthetic and professional diversity to
PAAC and will enhance the wide range of skills and knowledge currently represented on the
board.
RECOMMENDATION
The Public Art Advisory Committee recommends that the Cultural Affairs Commission approve
the recommendation to appoint Joyce Hsu to the PAAC for a threeyear term, and forward this
recommendation to the Mayor and City Council.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________________ ________
Steven Huss
Cultural Arts Programs Coordinator
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