Cultural Arts Programs

CITY I OF
OAKLAND Cultural Arts & Marketing Division
TO: Cultural Affairs Commission

ATTN:  Matais Pouncil, Acting Chair
FROM: Public Art Advisory Committee
DATE:  February 22, 2010

RE: Public Art Advisory Committee Recommendation To Select Artist Dan Corson For The
Luminous Oakland: BART 17" Street Gateway Project, And To Award Two Contracts
Consecutively To Mr. Corson: (i) Design Services Contract For Up To $100,000 To
Develop Artwork Program Design In Collaboration With Sasaki Associates Architects;
(i1) Fabrication And Installation Phases Contract For Up To $500,000 To Construct,
Implement And Install, And/Or Oversee Same On All Public Art Elements; For A Total
Of Up To $600,000 In Oakland Redevelopment Agency Percent-For-Art Funds

SUMMARY

The Public Art Advisory Committee recommends that the Cultural Affairs Commission accept the
recommendation of Dan Corson as the artist to receive two contracts: the first for up to $100,000 to
design, the second for up to $500,000 to fabricate and install public artwork, for a total of up to
$600,000, in conjunction with project designers Sasaki Associates on the Luminous Oakland:
BART 17" Street Gateway Public Art Project.

SELECTION PROCESS

Artists residing and working in the United States were eligible to submit their qualifications for the
opportunity to collaborate as part of the project design team, as well as to design, fabricate and
install a new public artwork for the BART 17" Street Gateway Public Art Project, in the Oakland
Uptown District.

The City received a total of 147 applications to the project. Staff reviewed all applications and
forwarded the 98 eligible applications to the selection panel. The panel met to review applications
on December 18, 2009, in Hearing Room 4 of Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank Ogawa Plaza. Criteria for
the selection of artists are found in the BART 17" Street Gateway Public Art Project Request for
Qualifications. The panel selected the following finalists to be interviewed prior to making a final
recommendation:

1) Dan Corson (Seattle, WA)

2) Michael Hayden and Hugh Livingston (Santa Rosa and Oakland, CA)
3) Oliver Hess and Jenna Didier (Los Angeles, CA)

4) Peter Richards (San Francisco)

5) Catherine Wagner (San Francisco/Oakland, CA)

Prior to being interviewed, the finalists attended a site visit and orientation meeting on February 2,
2010, in order to become familiar with aspects of the project site and meet City representatives. The
selection panel met again on February 3, 2010, in Hearing Room 2 of Oakland City Hall, 1 Frank
Ogawa Plaza, to interview the five finalists and reached the recommendation of Dan Corson to
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receive the commission for this project. At their meeting on February 8, 2010, the Public Art
Advisory Committee (PAAC) unanimously voted to pass this recommendation, observing with
enthusiasm that Mr. Corson was excellently suited to carrying out the public art component of the
Luminous Oakland: BART 17" Street Gateway redevelopment project as it has been envisioned.
The panel and the PAAC further recommend artist Catherine Wagner as the alternate for the project
should Mr. Corson be unable to accept or fulfill the project commission.

FISCAL IMPACT

The BART 17" Street Gateway Public Art Project is funded through City of Oakland
Redevelopment Agency (ORA) percent for art funds (per Resolution No. 89-8 C.M.S.). Once
approved by the Cultural Affairs Commission and City Council, artist Dan Corson will be
contracted for design development in an amount up to one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000),
and contracted separately for fabrication and installation of the final artwork in an amount up to five

hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).

BACKGROUND
Site and Artist Opportunity

Long-range planning efforts for the Uptown District have consistently identified the BART 17"
Street Gateway as a key opportunity site for public art, and the Public Art Program was further
asked by Councilmember Kaplan and Community & Economic Development Agency (CEDA)
director Walter Cohen to make this site a priority for a major project. Public Art staff has worked
closely with CEDA/Oakland Redevelopment Agency project management and BART management
to develop the plan to revitalize this site through a collaborative design team between the project
architect and a professional artist, with input from community and other stakeholders. The plan for
redevelopment of this site also has the support of Councilmember Nadel. As an overarching vision
for public art in the Uptown, the Luminous Oakland plan has been approved by City Council.

The Oakland Public Art Program and the Oakland Redevelopment Agency agreed to seek an artist
to collaborate on the transformation of the existing, strategically located BART (Bay Area Rapid
Transit) station entrance at 17" Street between Broadway and Telegraph into a memorable,
distinctive arts-centered gateway for Oakland’s re-emerging Uptown arts and entertainment district.
The selected artist would have to demonstrate experience working with a six- or seven-figure
budget, experience working as part of a design team, experience working with integrated
architectural design and preferably experience in the creation of light-based/new-media art
installations.

The goal of the project is to increase awareness of and traffic to the site and to help transform the
station entrance into a key gateway into the Uptown District. The public art component will be the
centerpiece of the improvements. The selected artist will (1) collaborate as a member of the design
team led by project architects Sasaki Associates and other stakeholders on improvements to the site
and contiguous sidewalks/building fagades, to enhance the overall project designs, identify art
opportunities, and design and fabricate artistic enhancements which animate the space to create a
safe, inviting, exciting and engaging entry into the Uptown District; and (2) create a major,

Item 7.C. | Page 2 | CAC February 22, 2010



city [ oF Cultural Arts Programs
OAKLAND Cultural Arts & Marketing Division

integrated light-based and/or media-based public artwork that has significant visibility from a
distance and helps to draw people to the site from both Broadway and Telegraph Avenue during day
and evening hours.

Luminous Oakland Program

This will be the first permanent commission for the Luminous Oakland program, through which the
City is commissioning light-based and new-media-based public art for the Uptown District.
Luminous Oakland is inspired by the Uptown’s legacy as a destination for arts, entertainment,
cafés/restaurants and shopping, punctuated by distinctive lit marquees and active nightlife. Projects
to date include the Great Wall of Oakland, a monthly outdoor series of experimental and avant-
garde film and video projections during “Art Murmur” First Fridays events, and Uptown Unveiled,
a nighttime street festival in June, 2009, featuring a series of light-based artwork installations. The
original March 2007 Media/Light Arts Corridor plan documents include a report and map of the
project area: http://www.oaklandculturalarts.org/main/documents/Uptown_sites-catalog.pdf
and http://www.oaklandculturalarts.org/main/documents/Uptown-proposedplan 11x17.pdf.

The Uptown District

The Uptown District is a sub-district within Oakland’s Central Business District. In the 1930’s and
40’s, the Uptown was a thriving arts/entertainment and commercial district. Over the last decade,
the Oakland Redevelopment Agency and the private sector have begun investing heavily in the area.
The Agency has invested over $140 million to build new housing units in the neighborhood and to
restore the historic, art deco-era Fox Oakland Theater, which recently won an Honor Award from
the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Momentum has been building as a host of popular new
restaurants and bars have opened in recent years. A thriving and nationally recognized arts scene
has emerged with the inception of the Oakland Art Murmur First Fridays gallery openings and
outdoor arts activity. Today, the Uptown District is regarded as an emerging, vibrant part of
Oakland.

Proposed BART 17™ Street Gateway Improvements

The Redevelopment Agency, in close coordination with the City’s Public Art staff and BART staff,
is planning improvements to BART’s 17" Street entrance, situated in an alley between 17" Street
and 18" Street that links Telegraph Avenue and Broadway. The 3,244-square-foot site is owned by
BART and serves as the southernmost entrance/exit for the 19" Street/Oakland BART Station. The
focus on this particular site arose from the concerns of local property owners regarding the
cleanliness of the site, the need for BART patrons to feel safer, and lack of sufficient signage
alerting pedestrians to the existence of this entrance to the station. Potential improvements include,
but are not necessarily limited to, the installation of gates on both the Telegraph and Broadway
frontages to secure BART property during non-operating hours, new BART signage, informational
signage in kiosks, new lighting, flatwork/paving, landscaping, benches and trash receptacles, and
cleaning/treating the walls of both properties. Staff will also investigate opportunities to create an
outdoor café-style seating area.
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As part of an overall strategy to revitalize the Uptown District, the Redevelopment Agency is
proposing improvements to the streetscape of Latham Square and Telegraph Avenue below 20"
Street. For more information, including documentation of the existing conditions and plans, go to:
http://www.business2oakland.com/main/centraldistrict.htm#StreetscapelmprovementProjects

PROCESS REVIEW

For the BART 17" Street Gateway Public Art Project, the Public Art Program released a Request
for Qualifications seeking a qualified artist or artist-team. The selection panel met in a two-phase
process. The first phase included selection of five finalists from the eligible pool of 98 applicants
and the second phase included interviews with the five finalists and a commission recommendation.

Voting members of the selection panel were local arts and design professionals/community
representatives Alfonso Alvarez, Mildred Howard, Peter Waller and Tim McNeight of Pyatok
Architects, BART Public Art Coordinator Laura Timothy and PAAC member Jennifer Easton. The
other non-voting advisors invited to the panel were BART representatives Tian Feng and Paul Voix
and ORA Project Managers Jeff Chew and Sunny Nguyen. The panel was facilitated by Public Art
Program managers Steven Huss and Kristen Zaremba.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Cultural Affairs Commission accept the selection panel’s and the PAAC’s
recommendation of Dan Corson as the artist to receive two contracts: the first for up to $100,000 to
design, the second for up to $500,000 to fabricate and install public artwork, for a total of up to
$600,000, in conjunction with project designers Sasaki Associates for the Luminous Oakland:
BART 17" Street Gateway Public Art Project.

Respectfully submitted,

Steven Huss, Cultural Arts Programs Coordinator
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